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LANSING, Mich., Jul 8, 2024
(AP): Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer released a new memoir at
a particularly fraught moment, both
for herself and for the Democratic
Party. In a pre-launch interview
with The Associated Press, when
asked if she would consider be-
coming a candidate this year if
Biden were to step down, she re-
sponded with a definitive, “No.”

“It’s a distraction more than any-
thing,” said Whitmer. “I don’t like
seeing my name in articles like that
because I’m totally focused on
governing and campaigning for
the ticket.”

In the book, Whitmer recounts
events that unfolded on the na-
tional stage throughout her career,
including a clash with Donald
Trump and a kidnapping plot tar-
geting her and her family.

Her swift ascent over two de-
cades — from law school graduate
to Michigan’s governor — has es-
tablished her as a prominent figure
within the Democratic Party.

Her status was solidified in 2022
with a decisive reelection and her
party’s success in flipping both
chambers of the state legislature,
granting Democrats full control
for the first time in nearly four
decades.

“I’ve spent the first quarter of
this century watching as the arc of
our politics has bent uncomfort-
ably toward incivility and strife,”
Whitmer says in the first pages of
her book. Then she adds, “That’s
why I decided to write this book: to
put a little light out there in a damn
dark time.”

Whitmer first caught national
attention as the Michigan Senate
minority leader in 2013. Before a
floor vote on an anti-abortion bill,
Whitmer abandoned her prepared

Gov. Whitmer shuts down 2024 presidential talk but doesn’t hide her
ambitions in timely book launch
By JOEY CAPPELLETTI and ISABELLA VOLMERT Associated Press

remarks and shared that she had
been raped while in college.

“It was terrifying to think of open-
ing myself up, of telling this room
full of mostly men about being as-
saulted as a young woman,” she says
in the book.

More than 10 years after that bill
passed, Whitmer signed a law as
governor to repeal it, the same year
Michigan voters enshrined abortion
rights in the state constitution.

Whitmer has been pushing the
topic of abortion access in her role as
co-chair of the Biden campaign, say-
ing he is on the “right side” of the
abortion fight despite his lackluster
performance in the recent debate on
the question of reproductive rights.

“I think everyone has acknowl-
edged it was not his finest 90 min-
utes,” she said in an interview. “That
said, this is a man I’ve known for a
long time and has decades of public
service receipts that he’s delivered to
people.”

Whitmer has said at campaign
events that Trump could roll back
reproductive rights if elected to the
Oval Office. She famously sparred
with the then-president over the fed-
eral government’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic in her first term
as governor. Trump’s reference to
Whitmer during a White House news
briefing took off as “that woman
from Michigan.”

Whitmer blames the former presi-
dent for fueling the political hatred
that motivated a plot to kidnap and
kill her that unfolded in 2020. In the
book, Whitmer is critical of reports
that refer to the scheme as a “kidnap-
ping plot,” saying it was clear the
plan was to assassinate her.

Whitmer says her daughters have
not returned to the private residence
that the conspirators staked out and
her husband closed his dental prac-

tice following
threats.

“Nearly three
years down the
road, there’s no
doubt that the ap-
parent kidnap-
ping and murder
plot changed
me,” she writes.

Whitmer says
in the book she
wants to meet with
a handful of those
who pleaded guilty
to the charges in
the name of un-
derstanding, “to
ask the questions
and really hear the
answers.” There
were five acquit-
tals among 14
people charged in
state or federal
court.

One of 12 fe-
male state gover-
nors and arguably
the most well-
known, Whitmer
writes frankly
about how gender-
based violence, threats and rhetoric
have affected her career and personal
life. She shares heavy moments in
which she told her two daughters
about the sexual assault and, years
later, the conspiracy to kill her.

Whitmer said at times it was diffi-
cult to return to those events in writ-
ing the book.

“I think my way to deal with it is
to actually talk about it,” she said.

She writes about how she used to
be a partier (she once threw up on her
high school principal after drinking)
before law school and her relation-
ship with her own body. People from

voters to reporters have
discussed her appearance
and what she wears above
her policies, she says in
the book.

She is unapologetic
throughout, except when
she expresses regret for
going out to dinner at a
dive bar with friends de-
spite pandemic restric-
tions. Whitmer points out
that another Democratic
governor, Gavin
Newsom of California,
was also criticized, for go-

ing to a Michelin three-star restau-
rant during the pandemic.

Whitmer ends her memoir with
26th President Theodore
Roosevelt’s “man in the arena”
quote, with a colorful reference to
her own affinity for wearing pink.

“The ‘man’ may be a woman.
And she may just be wearing fuch-
sia,” Whitmer concludes.

Whitmer said in the interview
that she shares the quote with her
staff and it’s about “doing the hard,
right thing.”

“But it’s a little outdated,” she
said with a laugh.
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Upcoming Festivals and Events
August 2, 3, and 4, 2024
Grand Rapids Hispanic Fes-

tival
Calder Plaza, Grand Rapids
For 46 years, the Hispanic

Festival has been the Hispanic
Center of Western Michigan's
premier annual celebration of
the community's rich Latino
Heritage. Food, Mercado, Mu-
sic, Entertainment, and More!

https://hispanic-center.org/
festival-hispano/

Saturday, August 3, 2024
11th Annual Latino Night

with the Lugnuts
2:00pm - 12:00am
A concert and mini festival

starting off in front of the sta-
dium. The Lugnuts will become
Los Locos de Lansing as they
celebrate their Hispanic/Latino
community in Lansing for Fi-
esta Loco. there will be live
music, food trucks, and a pre-
game plaza party!  For more
information, please contact 517-
303-7001 or
seinpaul65@gmail.com

August 23-25, 2024
Novi Taco Fest
44275 W. Twelve Mile Rd.
Friday 5pm-10pm | Saturday

11am-10pm | Sunday 12pm-7pm
With over 30 taco trucks serv-

ing up the tastiest tacos in town.
This is a taco extravaganza you
don't want to miss! Whether you
like it hot and spicy or prefer
something milder, the choice is
all yours. Come on down and

indulge in a taco feast like no
other. But that's not all! You can
also browse through an artisan
market, groove to live music,
witness epic Lucha Libre Wres-
tling matches, play fun yard
games with the family, show off
your moves in Mexican danc-
ing and Salsa, and if you are
feeling brave, sign up for a siz-
zling hot pepper eating contest.

www.novitacofest.com

Saturday, August 24, 2024
Latino Health 5K
Roberto Clemente Park, 546

Rumsey St SW, Grand Rapids,
MI

7:00 am Registration
9:00 am Race Begins
10:00 am-12:00 pm Finish

Fest
Family Friendly Walk/Run

with the goal to encourage His-
panic families to maintain a
healthy lifestyle and incorpo-
rate physical activity, such as
running or walking, into their
daily lives.

https://westmihcc.org/latino-
health-5k/

Saturday, September 14, 2024
Fiesta Tigres
Comerica Park, Detroit, MI
6:40 - 11:30 pm
Celebrate the start of Hispanic

Heritage Month with iFiesta
Tigres! Detroit Tigers to play
the Baltimore Orioles.

First 15,000 fans 21+ to re-
ceive a free "Tigres" Soccer Jer-
sey!
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