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Special MidWest LatinoFest Edition  •  Visit us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/laprensa1

‘Peace & Justice Walk’ highlights FLOC’s at-risk’s programs
See article by Federico Martínez on Page 6                                                                      – Photo by Federico Martínez

SAO and Vida Church greet Mayor Hicks-Hudson at Festival. See Page 11.
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Student enrollment at
Toledo’s bilingual
SMART School this fall
has tripled since its inau-
gural 2013-14 school
year. According to atten-
dance records there are
80 students enrolled this
fall verses 27 students one
year ago.

The charter school
added a third grade this
year, said school admin-
istrator María González.
Enrollment numbers also
received a big boost by
adding a second kinder-
garten class.

“I was surprised that
we had so many students
enrolled this fall,” said
Ms. González. “But I was
also expecting it because
of all the hard work the
staff put into promoting
the school this past
summer.”

SMART School is
Toledo’s first bilingual
school. All K-3 class les-
sons are taught in English
and Spanish. Students
even say the Pledge of
Allegiance in both lan-
guages each morning.

One of the things that
make SMART School
popular with parents and
students is how teachers
use creative strategies to
help students learn. For
instance, students are en-
couraged to use their cre-
ative skills to help them
better understand their
academic lessons.

During a recent school
day, students in Angela
O’Shea’s class were prac-
ticing their writing skills
by answering selected
questions such as ‘what
makes a good friend?”.
Once they were finished
with the writing assign-
ments students were en-
couraged to draw and
color pictures of what
they had just written
about.

“Read what you write
before you turn in your
assignment,” Ms. O’Shea

told the students. “If it
doesn’t make sense to you,
it won’t make sense to any-
one else.”

Yoselyn Ruiz, 7, drew a
colorful picture that dis-
played her friends playing
outside.  Her writing as-
signment contained a
couple of minor spelling
errors, but as soon as she
read the story out loud to
herself she was able to cor-
rect those mistakes.

“My friend Dominick is
a good friend because he’s
fun and likes to play Zom-
bie tag,” said young
Yoselyn, who loves to draw
and color.

 The school staff has also
grown to 15 instructors this
year, said Ms. González.
Last year there were six.
This year’s staff includes
Instructor Coordinator Jes-
sica Molina-Kuhlman ,
whose job is to make sure
teachers are covering the
same lesson plans and see-
ing constant improvement
in their students. New staff
also includes an English as
a Second Language In-
structor and a Special
Needs Coordinator.

The Special Needs Co-
ordinator is an important
position because it allows
us “to provide extra help
to kids as soon as we see
that their ability to learn is
affected,” said Ms.
González.

Another noticeable
change is the increase in
student diversity at
SMART School. Exact
numbers aren’t yet avail-
able, but a quick scan of
classrooms indicates there
are at least a dozen non-
Latino students- more than
double last year’s number.

“There are more white
and African American, and
mixed ethnic students en-
rolled this year,” said Ms.
González. “There is a won-
derful mix of diversity,
which is great.”

That diversity is one of
the drawing points for

many non-Latino parents
who have students en-
rolled at SMART. Several
parents said they want their
children to be bilingual
and learn how to live in a
multi-cultural society.

SMART School’s rapid
success has noticeably
prompted other Toledo
area schools to step up
their efforts to recruit and
retain Latino and Spanish-
speaking students.  Toledo
Public Schools is attempt-
ing to put a committee to-
gether  - that  includes
Latino parents – to help
school officials under-
stand how to better meet
the needs of Latino stu-
dents,  Hope Bland, Direc-
tor of TPS”s Head Start
program said during a re-
cent public meeting held
at the Sofia Quintero Art &
Cultural Center.

“We need to do more,”
Ms. Bland said.

Although SMART
School has made great
strides in just one year,
there are many more goals
and challenges to improve,
Ms. González said.

Breakfast and lunch
must still be delivered be-
cause the school does not
yet have working kitchen
because the facility has
some outdated equipment
that must first be replaced.
Students do not yet have a
playground or gym - the
school’s cafeteria is used
for gym classes and inside
recess periods. Students
play outside on the
school’s paved parking
lot.

“We want to give the
kids a playground; some-
one even offered to donate
equipment last year,” said
Ms. González.  “But liabil-
ity insurance is really
high. It’s a huge invest-
ment – at least $20,000 per
year.

“We do have some
green area that we would
like to be able to at least
put up some monkey bars.”

Letter to the Editor
“The Showcase of Recovery 2015” is Sept. 13

We are pleased to announce “The Showcase
of Recovery”   for the second consecutive year,
taking place on Sunday, September 13, 2015, at
the Franciscan Center, 6832 Convent Road in
Sylvania.

The month of September is nationally recog-
nized as Recovery Awareness Month.

“The Showcase of Recovery 2015” will again
be a life-changing event that provides a canvas
to display the art of recovery in a unique and
personal way that creates an opportunity for people to share their individual recovery
stories, including the importance of NPI’s supportive housing and how it has
positively influenced their lives.

“The Showcase of Recovery 2015” will open its doors to our guests at 2:00pm. A
carefully selected “Ethnic Buffet” will be available to taste, enjoy, and delight every
palate.

A “Visual Arts Exhibition” will be on display at The Commons of the Center.
Photographs, paintings, drawings and more will be waiting to impress the most critical
eyes. Everyone will have the opportunity to meet the talented artists.

The “Performances” will start in The Theater at 3:00pm.  A line up of dancers,
singers, poets, and musicians will give the audience an experience full of entertain-
ment, laughter, and tears.

“The Showcase of Recovery 2015” has free admission and parking.

Neighborhood Properties, Inc. (NPI) is a unique and innovative service provider
in Northwest Ohio since 1988. Its goal is to end homelessness for persons with mental
illness and addiction disorders. Today NPI owns 550 apartment homes at 62 locations
in Lucas County (and one each in Tiffin and Fostoria, Ohio). Housing assistance and
peer support reduce psychiatric hospitalizations and the risk of homelessness by
encouraging recovery.

Sincerely,

Staff of Neighborhood Properties, Inc. (NPI)

SMART School triples enrollment
By Federico Martínez, Special to La Prensa

Photo by Federico Martínez
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BOGOTA, Colombia, 5 IX
15 (AP): La crisis entre Colom-
bia y Venezuela pasó a la vía
diplomática con la presencia
de los cancilleres de Brasil y
Argentina en Caracas y la del
secretario general de la OEA
en la frontera entre ambos
países.

El secretario Luis Almagro
visitó el sábado la ciudad
colombiana de Cúcuta, en la
frontera con Venezuela, donde
recorrió dos albergues junto
con el ministro del Interior
colombiano Juan Fernando
Cristo y la canciller María
Ángela Holguín. Durante me-
dia hora Almagro escuchó de
primera mano los testimonios
de los colombianos
deportados, los cuales narraron
abusos y humillaciones de la
guardia bolivariana en su
salida del país.

Almagro cruzó también por
el puente internacional entre
ambas naciones y que, después
de casi dos semanas cerrado,
fue abierto el viernes al
habilitarse un “corredor
humanitario” para el paso de
decenas de niños que viven en
Venezuela pero estudian en
Colombia.

Tras el recorrido la canciller
colombiana detalló que más
de 3.000 personas siguen
viviendo en los albergues de la
frontera y que a 1.178
colombianos se les pagó el
boleto de avión con el fin de
que volvieran a su lugar de
origen. Holguín insistió en que
la reunificación familiar sigue
siendo prioritaria para su
gobierno y que ha recibido
100 solicitudes para obtener la
nacionalidad colombiana
provenientes de venezolanos

cuyas familias quedaron
divididas ante la sorpresiva
deportación.

La funcionaria reconoció
también que las
organizaciones criminales
han llevado el “caos” a la
frontera, por lo que es
necesario trabajar con el
gobierno venezolano del
presidente Nicolás Maduro.

El mandatario colombiano
Juan Manuel Santos “está
dispuesto al diálogo pero con
condiciones, como son la
creación de un corredor
humanitario, facilitar la
reunificación familiar, el
respeto a los derechos
humanos y la posibilidad de
que los deportados recuperen
sus enseres”, afirmó la
canciller.

Por su parte Almagro pidió
a su “amigo” Maduro un
mensaje de tranquilidad para
que ambos países empiecen a
trabajar cuanto antes y evitar
el sufrimiento de la gente. El
secretario general solicitó
urgentemente una vivienda
para los cientos de deportados
e insistió en el diálogo como
única forma de resolver una
crisis humanitaria que
describió como “penosa”.

Mientras Holguín y
Almagro recorrían los
albergues, el canciller
argentino Héctor Timerman y
su homólogo brasileño Mauro
Vieira se entrevistaban en
Caracas con el vicepresidente
venezolano Jorge Arreaza.

“Hemos explicado el
drama humanitario que se vive
en la frontera por culpa de un
conflicto interno ajeno a Ven-
ezuela”, dijo Arreaza. “Casi 6
millones de colombianos

están en Venezuela y han
disfrutado de sistema de salud
gratuito”, explicó el
vicepresidente tras la reunión.

Arreaza defendió la
necesidad de un encuentro “a
solas” entre Santos y Maduro
para poner fin a la crisis. “Ojalá
el presidente Santos acepte
una reunión personal”, señaló.

Tras su paso por Caracas
ambos cancilleres viajaron a
Jamaica para hablar
personalmente con Maduro,
quien copreside la asamblea
de Petrocaribe que arranca el
sábado en la isla caribeña.

Horas antes, Maduro acusó
a Bogotá de haber
“abandonado” la frontera y
de haberla dejado en manos
del paramilitarismo. Insistió
en que no permitirá que
continúe el ataque a la moneda
venezolana ni que se ponga
en riesgo la soberanía
alimentaria del país.

“No puede permitirse que
en las calles de Colombia se
vendan productos
venezolanos”, dijo en
entrevista con Telesur.

El día anterior, Timerman
y Vieira se reunieron en
Bogotá con Holguín para
conocer de primera mano
detalles sobre el conflicto
fronterizo. Tras la reunión
manifestaron su “disposición
para promover un diálogo”
entre las dos naciones.

Según las Naciones Unidas
en los últimos días casi 1.500
personas fueron deportadas
desde Venezuela a Colombia
y casi 17.000 abandonaron
voluntariamente el país por
miedo a represalias, lo que ha
creado una crisis humanitaria
en la frontera.

WICHITA, Kan., Sept. 4,
2015 (AP): A Mexican man
who was deported while on
bail awaiting trial in Wichita
for “unlawful re-entry” did
not get another chance Fri-
day for freedom during his
latest legal troubles.

Juan López-Morales
waived his right to challenge
his detention pending trial
after he was caught again com-
ing into the United States.

His defense attorney,
Steve Gradert, said after the
hearing that his client is now
serving an 18-month sentence
in a Texas “illegal re-entry”
case. But even without that, it
would have been difficult to
get him bond again in the
Kansas case, he said.

Prosecutors in Kansas say
their case against the 41-year-
old highlights problems that
arise when immigrants who
are living in the U.S. without
documentation are granted
bail in criminal cases. His
most recent deportation, in
2014, came despite prosecu-
tors’ efforts to keep him in
the U.S. to face trial and, if

convicted, a lengthy prison
sentence.

López-Morales lost his le-
gal residency status following
a 1994 conviction and prison
sentence for burglary, though
he wasn’t deported until an im-
migration judge issued a re-
moval order in 2009. Since
then, he has illegally returned
to the U.S. without documenta-
tion—and been deported—at
least five times, according to
court documents.

“His entire family is here.
He has no one in Mexico,”
Gradert said.

López-Morales’ previous
attorney convinced a judge to
grant him bond in the 2014
case, noting he was accused of
a non-violent offense, had lived
in the Wichita area for roughly
25 years and had dozens of
local relatives, including his
wife and two children. But be-
cause of his immigration sta-
tus, López-Morales was trans-
ferred into the custody of U.S.
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement after posting bond.

And, as prosecutors warned,
the agency deported him be-

fore he could face trial.
“It doesn’t happen often,

but it happens from time to
time,” Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Brent Anderson said this
week. “It is distressing to our
office because when a per-
son is deported, it frustrates
the ends of justice from our
point of view. We can’t bring
the case to conclusion be-
cause the defendant has been
removed.”

But now his new defense
attorney says that López-
Morales’ latest return to the
United States—and his sub-
sequent re-entry conviction
in Texas—has only made
matters “worse for him.”

Not only is his client now
serving an 18-month sen-
tence on the “illegal re-en-
try” case in Texas, but he is
likely to get the same or ad-
ditional prison time for the
earlier “illegal re-entry” case
still pending in Kansas.

Gradert said he tells his
clients facing such immigra-
tion-related charges that
“each time you come back, it
only gets worse.”

Crisis entre Colombia y Venezuela pasa al
campo diplomático
Por JACOBO GARCÍA, Associated Press

Man waives challenge in case that shows
immigration paradox
By ROXANA HEGEMAN, Associated Press

Thank you for
your support!
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Productos mexicanos, carnicería,
pan todos los días. Los fines

de semana: carnitas, barbacoa, birria
de chivo, tamales y mucho más.

La Chiquita
MARKET

Tienda Mexicana

ACEPTAMOS CARDS. ENVIOS DE DINERO
EN EEUU Y AL EXTRANJERO

136 E. Beecher St.

Adrian, MI 49221

517- 264-5126

Nuestra Comunidad
Hispana:
Holland, Michigan

Fecha: Jueves, 10 de
septiembre de 10 a.m.-
12:00p.m.

Ubicación: Herrick Dis-
trict Library, Holanda

El evento es gratuito y
abierto al público.

Este esfuerzo es parte de
“Nuestra Comunidad
Hispana” que consiste en
recopilar historias orales
cortas y tomar retratos de
personas, familias, amigos
y vecinos que conforman la
comunidad de Holanda. Los
días que se estarán
recibiendo historias son:

Jueves, 10 de septiembre
10 a.m. • 12 del mediodía

Sábado, 12 de septiembre
2:00-16:00

Lunes, 21 de septiembre
3:00-17:00

Sábado, 26 de septiembre
10 a.m. • 12 del mediodía

Este programa es una
colaboración entre la
Ciudad de Holanda,
Latinoamericanos Unidos
por el Progreso (LAUP),
Herrick District Library,
Iglesia San Francis de Sales,
y Grand Valley State Uni-
versity (GVSU).

Festival Hispano, Grand
Rapids, MI.
Septiembre 11, 12 y 13.

Lugar: Calder Plaza en

Eventos en septiembre en Michigan
el centro de Grand Rapids.

Este año se celebran 38 años
consecutivos del festival, el
cual es reconocido como uno
de los más grandes festivales
en su tipo en el estado.

“El Festival Hispano
cuenta con diversas
actividades de
e n t r e t e n i m i e n t o ,
completamente gratuitas, gran
variedad de alimentos y
bebidas, además de brindar la
oportunidad de celebrar
nuestra herencia
latinoamericana”, explica
Roberto Torres, Director
Ejecutivo del Centro Hispano
del Oeste de Michigan. “Todo
lo que se recaude en el evento
será destinado a las actividades
que realiza el Centro Hispano
durante el año”.

La entrada es libre, abierta
a todo público, viernes de
11:30 am-11:30p.m.; Sábado
de 11:30a.m.-

11:30p.m; Domingo de
12p.m.-5:00p.m.

Grito de Independencia,
Detroit, MI
Septiembre 15

Lugar: Iglesia Most Holy
Redeemer, 1721 Junction St.

Horario: De 5:00pm a
9:00pm

Evento organizado por el
Consulado de México en De-
troit

Variedad de comida, mesas

informativas de
organizaciones no
lucrativas y de los
patrocinadores.

En el entretenimiento:
Ballet Folclórico de De-
troit, Mariachi Juvenil,
Reto Banda Norteño.

Se llevarán a cabo dos
ceremonias cívicas
presididas por el Cónsul
de México en Detroit, Juan
Manuel Solana:

1) 6:00pm con
autoridades

2) 9:00pm se realizará
el tradicional grito “Viva
México” con los
connacionales.

Durante el evento, se
entregará el premio Ohtli a la
Dra. María Pujana de Cleve-
land. La Dra. obtuvo su título
de médico en la Universidad
Complutense de Madrid,
España , y fue jefe de
residentes del departamento
de neurofisiología en los
Hospitales de Veteranos allí.
Ella es miembro de la junta
directiva de la Fundación de
Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege, Fundación
MetroHealth, el Centro de
Beck para las Artes, y el
capítulo de Cleveland de la
Cruz Roja Americana.
Además, es presidente y
diseñadora de Marise Jew-
elry Designs.

Cabe destacar que el
premio Ohtli es otorgando

por el Instituto de los
Mexicanos en el Exterior a
personas que han dedicado
la mayor parte de su vida y
actividad profesional, a
“abrir brecha” en el
extranjero, para que las
generaciones más jóvenes
de mexicanos y mexicanas
que los han seguido,
encuentren un camino
relativamente más fácil de
andar.

Para quien recibe, el
Reconocimiento Ohtli
significa que los mexicanos
residentes en el país o en el
exterior, reconocen y
aprecian el valor de las
actividades que realizan en
favor del bienestar de los
compatriotas dondequiera
que éstos se encuentren.

 
Fiesta Mexicana,
Grand Rapids, MI
Septiembre 18 y 19.

Lugar: Calder Plaza en
el centro de Grand Rapids.

El artista principal es El
Puma de Sinaloa.

Fiesta Mexicana es
uno de los festivales
étnicos más grandes y
antiguas en Grand
Rapids, Michigan, en
donde se celebra a la
comunidad mexicana
de esta región; el
mayor grupo étnico
hispano en el oeste de
Michigan! Fiesta
Mexicana ha sido un

elemento básico en la
comunidad por más de 45
años. Este año vamos a
converger en Calder Plaza
para celebrar nuestra herencia
a través de dos días de música,
danza, arte  y comida.

Viernes, 18 de septiembre
(11 a.m.-11 p.m.) y Sábado, 19
de septiembre (11 a.m.-11
p.m.)

Evento gratuito
• Música en vivo
• Cocina auténtica
mexicana

• Tradicionales
espectáculos de  danza

• Cursos interactivos de
Zumba

• DJs
• Venta de artesanías
• Premio
• Concurso de la mejor
salsa (restaurantes de
la zona)

Evento organizado por
Mexican Heritage Associa-
tion.

Noche Mexicana,
Farmington Hills, MI.
Septiembre 18

Lugar: Farmington
Manor

Horario: 18:30 a 1:30
Gran Cena-Baile

organizada por la
Asociación de
Profesionistas Mexicanos en
Michigan (Apromex Michi-
gan): El ambiente estará a
cargo de VYBRA! También
habrá Mariachis, DJ, Barra
Libre, Rifa, el Grito, y mucha
diversión. El costo del
boleto por persona es de
$85.00, incluye todo! Las
mesas son de 10 personas.
Cupo limitado.
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14th Annual Latino Day
with the Toledo Mud
Hens, Sunday, August 9th

Entertainment begins at 4:30PM,
Field ceremonies recognizing
various Latino students beginning
at 5:30PM, with game start-up
at 6PM.

Hundreds of Toledo
area residents turned out
to soak up the culture –
art, food, and music – fea-
tured at the Barrio Latino
Art Festival 2015 held
Sunday, August 30, 2015
at The Providence Center,
1205 Broadway Street.

The annual festival is
an opportunity to show-
case the work of Latino
artists from throughout
northwest Ohio, said
organizer Linda Parra.
Ricardo Quiñónes
Alemán, a former professor
at Bowling Green State
University, was the event’s
special guest artist.

“I’m very happy,” said
Ms. Parra. “Every year the
event is getting bigger
and better.”

Several notable local
Latino artists were fea-
tured this year, including:
Delfina Zapata, who
specializes in painting,
mixed media, digital art,
and jewelry design;
Leandra Leroux, a
designer and painter who
is also well-known for
her creative jewelry-mak-
ing; and Arsinio
Linares Velásquez, a

He sees it every day in
his walk across the border
from Juárez, México to
El Paso, Texas: The bro-
ken families whose loved
ones have been deported
by United States immi-
gration.

He hears about the fre-
quent murders of his fel-
low country men and
women at the hands of
corrupt Mexican politi-
cians.

He reads about the
thousands of Latinos in
the United States whose
lives are lost to violence
every year.

Mexican artist
Ricardo Quiñónes
Alemán, 43, has used
these images to weave
together a Toledo mural
whose breath-taking
beauty is found in the
expressions of hurt,
agony, and desperation
found in the lives of his
people.

“I’ve tried to create a
mural that speaks at dif-
ferent levels; whose vari-
ous parts are symbolic of
the fragmented world we
live in,” said Quiñónes

Alemán.
The multi-layered mural

was painted on the rear wall
of The Providence Center,
1205 Broadway St., Toledo,
OH during this past week-
end.  Its creation was part of
the Barrio Latino Art Festi-
val 2015, held Sunday, Au-
gust 30, 2015, outside The
Center.

The bottom layer of the
mural features the Aztec cal-
endar; the first time
Quiñónes Alemán has used
the calendar in any of his
artwork. The top layer fea-
tures a large, dark brown,
unattached arm that stretches
across the mural. Other body
parts are embedded through-
out the mural.

“I use the body parts to
symbolize the effect immi-
gration has had on families –
fathers, mothers, and chil-
dren separated by deporta-
tion,” he said.  “When you
have a separation of the fam-
ily it becomes a fragment.

“We have borders be-
tween cities that once were
one – but due to politics,
have become fragmented.”

The mural is related to a
project already underway by

multitalented artist who does
glass blowing, digital art,
painting, tattooing, and pen
and pencil drawings.

The festival, now in its
fourth year, featured plenty
of children’s games and ac-
tivities such as face painting,
and arts and crafts, while
adults visited the various art-
ist displays, a car show, a per-
formance by Ballet El
Corazón de México, a
Jalapeño eating contest and
various sponsor booths.

Artist Arsinio Velásquez,
36, said the festival is a great
opportunity for Latino artists
to network and showcase their
art to the general public.
Latino artists in the Toledo
area have very few avenues to
get their work seen. Mr.
Velásquez said although be-
ing an artist doesn’t usually
lead to a lucrative lifestyle, it
does provide personal and
creative satisfaction.

“I have been an artist my
whole life,” said Velásquez,
who has a Bachelor’s of Art
Degree from Bowling Green
State University. “It provides
me an opportunity to explore
and share my culture.”

For the first time, the festi-
val also invited non-Latino

artists to participate, which
added to the cultural diver-
sity of the event.

Clerissa Criswell, cre-
ative director for CDL De-
signs, a University of To-
ledo graduate, drew atten-
tion with her graphic de-
signs and ceramic art which
focused on the Japanese
culture. Toledo’s Robert
Miller’s one-of-a-kind
wooden bowls were also a
favorite.

“One of the cool things
about bowl-making is that
it’s almost a lost art,” said
Mr. Miller.

Festival organizers also
presented their Distin-
guished Artist Award to be-
loved Toledo artist Joe
Martínez who died unex-
pectedly last fall. Several
family members accepted
the award in his honor.

“Thank you for honor-
ing my brother,” his sister
Suzie Martínez said. “He
loved art and helping
people. I still can’t believe
it’s been nine months since
he died.”

This year’s sponsors
included: La Prensa, The
Andersons, and Mundo
Fox.

Quiñónes Alemán in El
Paso. For months he has
been crossing the border
every day to create similar
murals, paintings, and
drawings that reflect the
fragmented world he ob-
serves around him.

“When I was little it was
very easy to cross the bor-
der,” he said.  “I liked go-
ing to the city; it was a very
normal thing – you just
show your passport and
cross.

“Now it is different: It’s
like something out of
Schindler’s List. There is
military there and U.S. Cus-
toms with drug and bomb-
sniffing dogs.

The goal of the project
is to bring awareness to “the
social, religious, and po-
litical issues of our times,”
he added.

The annual festival is
an opportunity to showcase
the work of Latino artists
throughout northwest
Ohio, said organizer Linda
Parra. Ricardo Quiñónes
Alemán, a former professor
at Bowling Green State
University, was the event’s
special guest artist.

BLAF honors artists
By Federico Martínez, Special to La Prensa

BLAF highlights art of Ricardo Quiñónes
Alemán, others
By Federico Martínez, Special to La Prensa
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Hispanic Heritage Month
will feature plenty of events—
both old and new—to cel-
ebrate Latino independence
and culture between Sept. 15
and Oct. 15, 2015.

•  The 26th annual
Diamante Awards will be held
Thursday, Sept. 10, 2015 at
the University of Toledo’s
Driscoll Alumni Center lo-
cated at the intersection of W.
Bancroft St. and University
Hills Blvd. Tickets are still
available for this year’s
awards. Advanced tickets
prices are $25 for students
($30 at the door) and $75 for
non-students ($80 at the door).
Registration and advanced
payment can be made online
at www.diamantetoledo.org.

• The Toledo-Lucas
County Public Library hosts
its annual observance of His-
panic Heritage Month on
Saturday, Sept. 12, noon-4
p.m., at the main branch in
downtown Toledo, 325
Michigan. Music, food, art,
and fun are on the agenda,
including: music by Jacob
Estrada, Drew Ruiz Cooking
demonstration, Hector
Mendoza’s Open Mic, photo
booth by Visual Marketing,
Children’s Storytime and
Craft, y más!

The library also will have
month-long contests at all of
its branches to celebrate His-
panic Heritage Month. “Fa-
mous Hispanics” is a quiz
aimed at teens in grades 6 to
12 to teach them about His-
panics who have contributed
to society in a big way. “Latino
Flag Challenge” is a contest

for kids to match the flags to
their correct nation, based on
the notions that such flags are
each country’s symbol of their
uniqueness, but also their con-
nections to other countries. Each
library branch also will host a
Hispanic Heritage month cel-
ebration with family-friendly
activities. Consult the library
website for dates, times and lo-
cations at http://
catalog.toledolibrary.org/iii/
calendar/month.

• Adelante, Inc., 520 Broad-
way, will host an all-day open
house from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Tuesday, Sept. 15. Breakfast
will be served between 9:30 and
10:30 a.m., then lunch will be
available from noon until 2:30
p.m. Music, art displays, Loteria,
and children’s activities will
take place from noon to 4 p.m.

• The first-ever Fiesta in
Sylvania will be held at
Sylvania Area Family Services
(SAFS), 5440 Marshall Rd., in
Sylvania, from 3 to 11 p.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 19. The
fundraising arts and cultural
event is open to outside groups
who want to display their
wares, provide information
about their agencies, or spon-
sor a game or other activity.

Headlining the musical en-
tertainment will be Lansing,
Michigan-based La
Corporación, as well as
Toledo’s own Los Mariachis
Locos and Grupo Fuego. Bal-
let Folklorico Imagenes
Mexicana also will perform.
There will be inflatables and
games, a jalapeno-eating con-
test, a margarita and beer tent,
50/50 raffles, Mexican bingo,

authentic food, dancing, and
merchant vendors. Admission
is $5 for anyone 13 and over.

• The National Alliance
on Mental Illness of Greater
Toledo (NAMI-Toledo), in
collaboration with the Men-
tal Health and Recovery Ser-
vices Board of Lucas
County and Northwest Ohio
Psychiatric Hospital will
host “Alma, Mente y
Corazón”  (“Spirit, Mind
and Heart”) Contemporary
Issues in the Behavioral
Health Treatment of Latinos
on Thursday, Oct. 23, North-
west Ohio Psychiatric Hos-
pital 930 S. Detroit Ave.
More information can be ob-
tained by calling Anita
Martinez-Folger at (419)
243-1119 ext. 208.

Hispanic Heritage Month
celebrates the music, culture,
food, and traditions of the His-
panic heritage and honors the
independence of several Latin
American countries. Septem-
ber 15 is significant because it
is the anniversary of indepen-
dence for Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua. In addition,
Mexico and Chile celebrate
their independence days on
September 16 and September
18, respectively. Columbus
Day (Día de la Raza), which is
October 12, also falls within
the 30-day period celebrated
as Hispanic Heritage Month.

The University of Toledo
will host a number of Hispanic
Heritage Month events open
to UT students and the general
public, but details were un-
available at press time.

Reported Hispanic Heritage Month Features
New, Old Events
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent

HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

September 15 - October 15
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August 30, 2015: The
saga continues between
the head of Firefighters
Local #92 and Toledo Fire
Chief Luis Santiago, de-
spite the efforts of an in-
termediary appointed by
Mayor Paula Hicks-
Hudson.

Former Ohio Supreme
Court Justice Andy Dou-
glas was hired by Mayor
Hicks-Hudson to be a go-
between in the dispute
involving fire department
administrators and the
union representing rank-
and-file firefighters fol-
lowing a no-confidence
vote in Chief Santiago in
May.

During a press confer-
ence Monday morning
held at One Government
Center, Justice Douglas
explained some progress
had been made, but the
two sides recently
reached a stalemate. He
partially blamed that for
the union president’s re-
fusal to meet. Toledo
Firefighters Local 92 head
Jeff Romstadt has previ-
ously called for Chief
Santiago’s resignation.
Chief Santiago was first
appointed in July 2011.

“I believe that the stale-
mate lays at the feet of
Captain Romstadt [Capt.
Jeff Romstadt, president
of Toledo Firefighters
Local 92], who gave me
an ultimatum that I could
not satisfy even if I had
been inclined to do so,”
said Douglas.

While fire union lead-
ers allege wrongdoing by
Chief Santiago, the former
state supreme court jus-
tice stated he found no
wrongdoing after several
weeks of interviews and
investigation.

“Ultimately, it comes
down to who’s going to
run the fire department,”
Douglas said. “The chief
has been appointed to do
that. That is where both
the authority and respon-
sibility lies.”

Douglas specifically
stated that Romstadt re-
fused to meet “unless I
could deliver the chief’s
retirement, resignation, or
his discharge—none of
which was going to hap-
pen.”

Mayor Paula Hicks-
Hudson reiterated her sup-
port for Chief Santiago
during the press confer-
ence. She announced she
will call on community

leaders to help broker a truce
between the two sides. A
panel of clergy, business and
labor leaders, and govern-
ment officials will step in to
resolve the safety issues the
firefighters union has raised
against Santiago. Toledo’s
mayor called in an incarna-
tion of the Labor Manage-
ment Citizens Committee that
had a long-time reputation
of solving public and private
labor disputes across North-
west Ohio.

“We have to work to-
gether to resolve this. So, frus-
trated or not, I’m going to
continue to do that,” said
Mayor Hicks-Hudson. “To
this end, we’re not giving up.
This is a community prob-
lem and it does require a com-
munity solution.”

The mayor stated the
committee would “volunteer
their insight, their expertise,
their experiences, to help re-
solve this community issue.”

Some of the union leader’s
frustration is born out of
Chief Santiago’s policy
changes and attempts to re-
duce the amount of sick time
used by city firefighters.

Fire union officials have
cited a National Institute for
Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) report fol-
lowing the January 2014 ar-
son deaths of two Toledo
firefighters that pointed out
some safety deficiencies in
how that fire was handled.
Firefighters Local #92 lead-
ers called it an example of
how Santiago retaliates and
bullies his own firefighting
force through his manage-
ment tactics and decisions.

Romstadt recently esca-
lated the dispute by sending
a letter to Lucas County pros-
ecutor  Julia Bates, asking
that the fire chief be pros-
ecuted for withholding a
threatening letter sent by a
former city fire inspector.
Kevin Wolever, the son of a
retired fire chief, was found

not guilty by reason of in-
sanity on charges he shot at
two Toledo fire stations in
September 2011, shortly
after Santiago was named
fire chief.

Union officials main-
tain Santiago altered the
letter, despite the fire chief’s
repeated claims the letter
suggested harm against
only him, not rank-and-file
firefighters. The county
prosecutor closed the case
as “professionally and thor-
oughly investigated” by
Toledo police detectives.

Douglas also stated
Monday that he looked
into the claim and disputed
Romstadt’s account of the
incident.

“There was nothing on
there, in my judgment, that
would have caused any-
body to alert the police de-
partment that we had a par-
ticular suspect,” said the
retired judge. “To carry it
to this extreme and charge
the Chief with obstruction
of justice and neglect of
duty, given all the evidence
available, is wrong.” 

Santiago was appointed
as Toledo’s first-ever
Latino fire chief by then-
mayor Mike Bell, himself a
former fire chief. Santiago
became a Toledo firefighter
more than three decades
ago and steadily rose
through the department’s
ranks to its highest posi-
tion. Chief Santiago joined
the department in May
1984 and was promoted to
Lieutenant in 1988, Cap-
tain in 1993, Battalion
Chief in 2000 and Assis-
tant Chief in 2007. 

In October 2013,
Santiago was named a Dis-
tinguished Hispanic
Ohioan by the state’s Com-
mission on Hispanic-
Latino affairs. Santiago is
a graduate of St. Francis
High School and a former
coach at his alma mater.

Union Chief refusing to meet with Latino Fire
Chief
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent

Andy Douglas and
Mayor Paula Hicks-Hudson

OBITUARIES
DAVID N. MARTÍNEZ

On September 4, 2015 David N. Martínez of Adrian MI passed away at his daughter’s home
in Ypsilanti. David was born in Blissfield on April 29, 1943 to Ramón and María (née Navarro)
Martínez. He graduated from Blissfield High School in 1963. He married Ana (Martínez)
Martínez of Adrian in Georgia on May 31, 1965. After being honorably discharged from the
U.S. Army in 1967 he returned with his wife to raise a family in Adrian. David worked for the
Ford Motor Company in Saline for 30 years before retiring.

He is survived by three daughters, Georgina Martínez of San Antonio, TX, Elida Martínez
(Bernabe) Robledo of San Antonio, TX, and Theresa (Clifford) Martínez-White of Ypsilanti;
six grandchildren, Jacob Pabolo, Caleb Martínez Sewell, Eliana Robledo, David Robledo,
Marianna Robledo, and Valentina Martínez Moore; brothers Tony (María) Martínez, James
Martínez; sister Lydia (Felipe) Guzmán; sisters-in-laws, Mary Gómez, Emily Martínez, Angie
Martínez, Olga Olivarez, Gladys Martínez; step brother, Rufus Madrid; and his long time
companion Margaret Garza and her daughter Yvonne (Cristian) Morales; and many nieces and
nephews who he loved dearly.

Mr. Martínez was preceded in death by his wife, Ana Martínez; mother María Navarro
Martínez Madrid; father Ramón Martínez; step-father, Casimiro Madrid; brothers, Henry
Martínez, Raymond Martínez, and Paul Martínez; sister Marie Louisa Martínez (José) Valdez;
mother-in-law Angelita Martínez; nephew, Ernesto Martínez; niece, Beatriz Martínez; and
three brother-in-laws, Isidro Martínez, Federico Martínez, and Jesse Gómez; and step sister,
Asención Cruz (née Madrid).

September 5, 2015: They
all had personal stories to
share: Toledo’s Manuela
Murphy’s musician-father,
Valentine Mora Jr. was shot
and killed, found  with his
hands bound – his death in
1967 quickly ruled a suicide
by investigators and forgot-
ten.

Marcos Pecina, 29, was
shot and killed in an East
Toledo apartment three years
ago.  His death was quickly
ruled an unsolved homicide;
potential witnesses never in-
terviewed by police, Pecina’s
cousin Elizabeth Ramírez
says.

“My cousin was robbed
this past week and the police
didn’t care,” Michael An-
thony Serrato. “I admit it; I’m
afraid to go outside some-
times. That’s why I joined
Farm Labor Organizing
Committee’s Homies, so that I
could help put the neighbor-
hood back in the hood.”

The FLOC Homies is a pro-
gram for at-risk youths. The
program encourages partici-
pants to become involved in
positive community activi-
ties, attend school and assist’s
youth with finding jobs.

Approximately 300
people from throughout Ohio
participated in the 2nd An-
nual Peace & Justice Walk
through Toledo’s Old South
End on Saturday, September
5. The FLOC sponsored event
was intended to bring aware-
ness to the victims of un-
solved murders, said Monica
Morales, one of the event
organizers.

Organizers also wanted to
send a message to politicians

and criminals that residents,
especially Latinos, are no
longer willing to tolerate the
violence, drugs, racism, and
other barriers that lead to crime
and poverty in their commu-
nity.

 “We want to send a mes-
sage that [Latino] lives matter
just as much as black and white
lives,” said FLOC President
Baldemar Velásquez. “We
want a good relationship with
police. We want to have them
defend us too. We don’t want
to continue being stopped and
searched for no reason – that
kind of stuff has to stop.”

Hundreds of people deliv-
ered that message by walking
side-by-side and chanting calls
for peace from Danny Thomas
Park on Broadway to Golden
Rule Park on Crittenden. Many
participants carried signs with
messages like “Save Our
Streets,” “Stop Racial Profil-
ing,” and “We Need Peace,
Not Racist Police.”

Seven Toledo Police cruis-
ers escorted the walkers until
they arrived at their destina-
tion. No law enforcement offi-
cials attended the rally at
Golden Rule Park.

Participants came from
throughout the state, includ-
ing Lyons and Columbus, OH.

“We came here to show
solidarity,” said Henry Anton
Peller, who was among a group
of 12 residents who travelled
from Columbus. “We must
have inter-city unity especially
when it’s a call for social jus-
tice.” Columbus activist Rubén
Castilla Herrera was one of
the participants.

Elizabeth Ramírez, one of
the event’s featured speakers,

acknowledged that since the
death of her cousin, Marcos
Pecina in 2012, her opinion
of local law enforcement has
soured.

“I came to the conclusion
that the police just don’t care
if you’re Latino,” she said.

FLOC leaders have spent
the past year meeting with
Toledo Police representa-
tives to try and improve rela-
tions between law enforce-
ment and the Latino com-
munity.

The annual Peace &
Unity Walk was prompted
by the 2014 shooting death
of Abriel Vincent Ruiz, a 34-
year-old who had spent 16
years in prison for man-
slaughter, the result of a gang
fight in 1997. Mr. Ruiz, who
had only been free for 10
months had dedicated the
last months of his life talking
to young people and trying
to help them avoid and es-
cape gang life.

Mr. Ruiz was killed at
1:30 a.m., September 3, 2014
at the corner of Broadway
and Hawley streets after a bar
altercation near Danny Tho-
mas Park.

Monica Morales, who
serves as FLOC’s Youth Out-
reach Advocate, said parents
and community leaders must
begin taking a proactive ap-
proach to dealing with the
obstacles many youth face in
underserved communities.

“I’m tired of hearing
stories about people get-
ting out of prison and then
doing well,” said Monica
Morales. “We need to hear
stories about them doing
good first.”

‘Peace & Justice Walk’ highlights FLOC’s
at-risk’s programs
By Federico Martínez, Special to La Prensa

Photo by Federico Martínez
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BOWLING GREEN,
OH: Internationally ac-
claimed artist Xinle Ma has
curated an exhibition of
established Chinese paint-
ers whose work weaves a
graceful thread between
modern Western and tradi-
tional Chinese influences.

The exhibit, “Fluent Ex-
pression: Modern and Tra-
ditional Chinese Paint-
ing,” will be on display from
Sept. 4-30, 2015 in the
Willard Wankelman Gal-
lery in the Fine Arts Center
at Bowling Green State
University. 

The exhibition will fea-
ture about 40 paintings by
three artists in addition to
Ma, a 1995 graduate of
BGSU’s Master of Fine Arts
program. They are Yu
Zhixue, renowned in China
for his snow scenes and
landscapes; Ren Zhong, a
successful mid-career art-
ist, and Mou Cheng, one of
the most revered artists in
China, also known for his
snow landscapes. 

Ma and Mou will visit
BGSU during the exhibi-
tion, and audiences will
have the opportunity to
take part in a weekend work-
shop on painting in the tra-
ditional Chinese style Sept.
19 and 20, and to meet the
artists following a talk by
Ma on Sept. 21.

Gallery hours are 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday, 6-9 p.m. Thurs-
days, and 1-4 p.m. Sundays.
Admission is free.

“This exhibition will be
an opportunity to appreci-

The University of To-
ledo Department of Art’s
Center for the Visual Arts
is a featured stop on the
Arts Commission 3rd

Thursday Loop on Thurs-
day, September 17, 2015,
from 5:30-9 p.m. There
will be three exhibits on
view and a public recep-
tion featuring the artists.
The reception and the ex-
hibits are free and open to
all. A group exhibit, “Read
to Hand, Present at Hand”
is in the main gallery and
the photographic work of
guest artist Zachariah
Szabo is on display in the
Clement Gallery.

The third exhibit is of
two intriguing works by
artist Diane Ramos in
which she grapples with
the feelings of loss and
disconnection she experi-
enced when her grand-
mother developed demen-
tia. Ramos shares how dif-
ficult it was to “process
the loss of my grand-
mother while she was still
physically present.”

She adds, “This experi-
ence created an internally
conflicting situation in
which I felt both desper-
ate to maintain the con-
nection I had with my
grandmother, but also a
self-preserving need to de-
tach myself from the cir-
cumstances.” Her work
makes that dichotomy vi-
sually evident.

Ramos is a visiting

guest artist of the Concepts in
Studio, Art and Theory course
taught by lecturer Brian Car-
penter. Her work will be up
throughout the semester.

Artist Zachariah Szabo,
whose photographs are on
display in the Clement Gal-
lery of the CVA, explores his
connection to his mother who
he lost to cancer. When he
was a child, his mother often
made clothes and costumes
for him, much to his delight.
Though he has long outgrown
the originals, he revisits them
as a tangible way to recon-
nect with her.

In the main gallery is the
exhibition, READY TO
HAND \ PRESENT AT HAND.
It was inspired by Heidegger’s
description of various atti-
tudes toward things and ob-
jects that exist in the world:
“The nearest kind of associa-
tion is not mere perceptual
cognition, but, rather, a han-
dling, using, and taking care
of things, which has its own
kind of knowledge.”

Each artist included in this
exhibition has developed an
artistic practice that privi-
leges handmade, hand--
constructed works of art and
design over production ex-
cessively realized by tech-
nology. By using unconven-
tional materials in their con-
struction, the resulting art-
works speak to knowledge of
a specific material’s unique
properties as well as to the
idea of self and the maker’s
intimate interaction with the

ate the traditional tech-
niques and subjects and
understand how they inte-
grate with and play off of
contemporary Western sen-
sibilities and cultural expe-
riences,” said BGSU Galler-
ies Director Jacqueline
Nathan.

To US-American eyes,
these painters’ traditional
subjects and their often
graphic flatness may appear
very stylized and “Chinese,”
Nathan said. However, the
Chinese eye may see a dra-
matic break from the fluid
calligraphic lines and sheer
color that depicts nature, bal-
ance and harmony in tradi-
tional painting. Through the
use of such innovations as
denser color, varied media
and more “materiality,”
these artists create entryways
between an ancient and sub-
lime artistic culture and the
influences of the West, while
respecting time-honored
ideas.

“I was fortunate to learn
traditional Chinese painting
from some of the great mas-
ters,” Ma said.  “The one
who influenced me most was
Master Huang Zhou, one of
the most famous painters in
modern China. I was inspired
by his paintings of animals,
which are vivid, lifelike and
portrayed with great spirit. I
always enjoyed painting

creation of an object.
Artists featured in this

exhibit: Taryn Cassella,
Jack Craig, Mark Dineen,
Christopher Schanck, and
Thing Thing.

All of the exhibits will
be on display in the UT
Center for the Visual Arts
Main Gallery at 620 Grove
Place, next to the Toledo
Museum of Art through
October 3. Main Gallery
hours are Monday-Satur-
day 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
Sundays 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
The Clement Gallery is
open daily 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The 3rd Thursday Loop
shuttles art lovers to and
from a range of galleries in
the downtown Toledo area.
Shuttle rides are just a $1.25
per person for the entire
evening. Free parking is
available in several loca-
tions where the shuttle
stops.

For details, visit the Arts
Commission web site. http:/
/theartscommission.org/
programs/3rd-thursday-
loop

Visit the UT Department
of Art at http://
www.utoledo.edu/comm-
arts/art/index.html

 

horses and tigers.”
There is a purpose in

Ma’s paintings beyond
their artistic value. “I wish
to use my paintings to in-
crease awareness of our
natural environment while
creating a more harmoni-
ous environment in which
we all live. I hope my paint-
ings will invite people to
walk into them with calm-
ness, inspiration,
passion and a curiosity to
explore.”

Ma, born in 1963, shows
internationally in China
and the U.S. and is repre-
sented by Elizabeth Wang
Gallery in New York.

Guóhuà, workshops for
painting in the traditional
Chinese style, will be held
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sept.
19 and 20. There is a charge
for participation and space
is limited. Contact the
School of Art at 419-372-
2786 to register.

Xinle Ma will present a
free ARTalk on “Art Cross-
ing Cultures” at 5 p.m.
Sept. 21 in the Thomas B.
and Kathleen M. Donnell
Theatre in The Wolfe Cen-
ter for the Arts. The artist
reception will follow in the
Wankelman Gallery in the
Fine Arts Center, with en-
tertainment by BGSU flute
faculty member Hong-Da
Chin.

Alumnus brings Chinese art and technique
home to BGSU

Artwork exploring dementia is one of three
UT exhibits on the Arts Commission 3rd

Thursday Loop
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Mexican Mutual Society (MMS),
1820 East 28th Street, Lorain, OH

MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
BUFFET

As part of the  “Save the Club! Campaign,” the Mexican Mutual Society
(MMS), 1820 East 28th Street, Lorain, OH will hold its annual Mexican Indepen-
dence Day Celebration fundraiser with a traditional Mexican Buffet of
chicken and beef fajitas, tamales, tacos, burritos, tostadas, rice and beans,
other side dishes and desserts.  This event commemorates the beginning of
the Mexican War of Independence from Spain on September 16, 1810. 
Mexican Independence Day is memorialized by the “Grito of Dolores”, the
“cry” by Father Miguel Hidalgo to take up arms against the Spanish. 
Following the buffet,  a friendly “Grito” competition will take place.

The buffet will be from 5-7pm. Cost is only $10 and $5 for children under
12. Cash bar and take-out will be available. For further information or
reservation, call 440-277-7375. The public is invited to attend the celebration. 

SEPTEMBER CELEBRITY BARTENDER CALENDAR
The Mexican Mutual Society (MMS), 1820 East 28th Street, Lorain, OH,

presents Celebrity Bartender Night ev Fridays from 6-9 pm. as part of the
“Save the Club! Campaign”. Join in the fun on Friday nights with the
Celebrity Bartenders as the crowd cheers and the big bell rings as the tip
donations role in for the Mexican Mutual Society! Delicious Mexican food
is available. The Public is invited!

September 18, 2015.  Retired Lorain firefighters, Jim Palmer and Bob Fry,
aka the “Pole Sliders”, will be accompanied by Lorain City Hall’s Michelle
Beko. The trio will be “lighting up the Club House” with fun and refresh-
ments!

September 25, 2015. The Master Readers, Lorain Library Systems Direc-
tor, Joanne Eldridge and Lorain Morning Journal Editor, Darryl Tucker.
Leave your newspaper and books behind for the evening and come
enjoy the fun and lively conversation.

September MMS Club Hours.  Open at 5 pm Tuesday-Sunday.

MEMBERSHIP.  Help sustain the Mexican Mutual Society through a
Social Membership open to the public for only $10. Membership forms are
available at the Club. It’s NEVER too late to JOIN!

HALL and OUTSIDE COURTYARD RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call 440-277-7375
for information.   All fundraisers are open to the public!
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For more information visit www.lorainccc.edu/sbdc or call El Centro 440-277-5327
El Centro, 2800 Pearl Ave, Lorain, OH 44055

El Centro de Servicios Sociales
September 2015 Upcoming Events

MEXICAN MUTUAL SOCIETY (MMS)
1820 East 28th Street, Lorain, OH 44052 • 440-277-7375

INTERNET FOR BE-
GINNERS: Become famil-
iar with Internet basics at
Lorain Public Library
System’s Main Library on
Friday, Sept. 11, 2015 at 3:30
p.m.  Practice visiting
websites and using Internet
search engines to find infor-
mation.  Also discover the
most useful websites for ac-
curate information, like
health information.  Please
be comfortable using a mouse
before attending this class. 
Preregistration is required
and is available online at
LorainPublicLibrary.org or
by calling the Main Library
at 440-244-1192 or 1-800-
322-READ.  The Main Li-
brary is located at 351 W.
Sixth St. in Lorain.

EXERCISE PRO-
GRAMS: Get your workout
on at Lorain Public Library
System’s Main Library.  Grab
a yoga mat or beach towel
and come to yoga on Fridays
at 5:30 p.m.  Dance at Zumba
on Monday, Sept. 14 at 6
p.m.  Preregistration is re-
quired for Zumba.  Registra-
tion is available online at
LorainPublicLibrary.org or
by calling the Main Library
at 440-244-1192 or 1-800-
322-READ. 

TEEN ADVISORY
BOARD: Explore the many
volunteer experiences avail-
able at Lorain Public Library
System’s Main Library. 
Check out Teen Advisory
Board, for sixth through 12th-
graders, on Tuesday, Sept.
15 at 5:30 p.m.  Preregistra-
tion is required and is avail-
able online at
LorainPublicLibrary.org or

Important Mexican Mutual Society
September activities

As part of the “Save the Club! Campaign,” the Mexican Mutual Society (MMS), 1820 East
28th Street, Lorain, OH will hold its annual Mexican Independence Day Celebration fundraiser
with a traditional Mexican Buffet of chicken and beef fajitas, tamales, tacos, burritos, tostadas,
rice, and beans.  

This event commemorates the beginning of the Mexican War of Independence from Spain
on Wednesday, September 16, 1810.  Mexican Independence Day is memorialized by the
“Grito of Dolores,” the “cry” by Father Miguel Hidalgo to take up arms against the
Spanish. Following the buffet, a friendly “Grito” competition will take place. 

The public is invited to attend the celebration. The buffet will be from 5-7pm. Cost is $10;
Cash bar. For further information or reservation, call 440-277-7375.

On Friday, September 18, 2015, the MMS presents the Celebrity Bartender Event from 6-
9pm.   Retired Lorain firefighters, Bob Fry and Jim Palmer, aka the “Pole Sliders” will be
accompanied by Michelle Beko. The trio will be serving up refreshments while raising funds
for the MMS. The public is welcome to join in the fun with the Celebrity Bartenders as the crowd
cheers and the big bell rings as the tip donations role in for the Mexican Mutual Society!  

 

The Board of Elections is
inviting the public to learn
about the unique work it con-
ducts as part of its election ad-
ministration duties during their
Bilingual Career Informational
Expo.

“As part of the Board’s rec-
ognition of National Hispanic
Heritage Month we are open-
ing our doors to bilingual indi-
viduals and others who are in-
terested in learning exactly what
types of jobs we offer and the
skills required to do them,” said
Pat McDonald, the Director of
the Board of Elections.  “Bilin-
gual staff is always in demand
and we embrace diversity in our
agency,” said McDonald.

There are ten departments
within the agency that are re-
sponsible for everything from
tabulating votes and fiscal ser-
vices to hiring poll workers and
candidate services.  All depart-
ments will have staff on hand
who are available to consult
with would-be employees on
how they might be good candi-
dates for current and future job
openings.  Attendees will also
learn about the application pro-
cess and how to set up their
employment profile that is now
a requirement for applicants to
apply for work.

The event will the held from
10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on

by calling the Main Li-
brary at 440-244-1192 or
1-800-322-READ. 

BOOK SALE: The
Friends of the Lorain Pub-
lic Library, Inc. book sale
starts Friday, Sept. 18. 
Shop from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
Lorain Public Library
System’s Main Library.  The
sale continues on Saturday,
Sept. 19 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and Monday, Sept. 21 from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m.  All remaining
items will sell for 1 cent each
on Tuesday, Sept. 22 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.  Friends mem-
bers may shop the preview
sale on Thursday, Sept. 17
from 5 to 8 p.m.  You may join
the Friends or renew your an-
nual membership that
evening.  For more informa-
tion, including membership
fees, call the Main Library at
440-244-1192 or 1-800-322-
READ. 

MARATHON RUN-
NING: Join runner and
blogger Bridget Smith at
Lorain Public Library
System’s Main Library on Sat-
urday, Sept. 19 at 3 p.m.  Hear
a panel discussion on the nu-
trition, training and challenges
involved in running a mara-
thon.  Smith will also talk
about her goal of running a
marathon in each of the 50
states.  Preregistration is re-
quired and is available online
at LorainPublicLibrary.org or
by calling the Main Library at
440-244-1192 or 1-800-322-
READ.  The Main Library is
located at 351 W. Sixth St. in
Lorain.

COMPUTER TRAIN-
ING LOCATION: Does
your agency or business

need a location where you
can do hands-on computer
or Internet training with
staff?  If so, call or stop by
Lorain Public Library
System’s Main Library to
explore the possibility of
using their computer train-
ing classroom.  For more in-
formation, call the Main
Library at 440-244-1192 or
1-800-322-READ.  The
Main Library is located at
351 W. Sixth St. in Lorain.

DOWNLOAD eBOOKS
FOR FREE: Did you know
you can download eBooks
for free from the Lorain Pub-
lic Library System?  Two
eBook services are offered in
the eLibrary on
LorainPublicLibrary.org. 
View the great selection of
books available on Axis 360
and OverDrive.  Axis 360 is
exclusively for Lorain Pub-
lic Library System
cardholders.  OverDrive is
offered through CLEVNET,
which you can also borrow
from with your Lorain Public
Library System library card. 
Both services have their ad-
vantages.  Wait times are of-
ten minimal on Axis 360, so
look for items like new re-
leases there and you’ll be
reading in no time.  OverDrive
has a large collection.  Check
both services out today!  For
more information, call the
Lorain Public Library Sys-
tem at 1-800-322-READ.   

 

September 17, 2015
The Board of Elections is

located at 2925 Euclid Avenue,
Cleveland, Ohio 44115

Free two hour parking is
available on Prospect Avenue.

Attendees are asked to reg-
ister on the Board of Elections
website: www.443VOTE.com
or by calling 216-443-3242.

LA JUNTA ELECTORAL
DEL CONDADO DE
CUYAHOGA CELEBRA
UNA

E X P O C I S I Ó N
INFORMATIVA DE
CARRERAS BILINGÜES

La Junta Electoral invita
al público a aprender acerca del
excepcional trabajo que lleva a
cabo como parte de sus
funciones de administración
electoral durante su Exposición
Informativa De Carreras
Bilingües.

“Como parte del
reconocimiento por parte de la
Junta del Mes Nacional de la
Herencia Hispana abrimos
nuestras puertas a las personas
bilingües y a aquéllos que están
interesados en aprender
exactamente qué tipos de
puestos de trabajo ofrecemos y
las habilidades necesarias para
desempeñarlos”, comentó Pat
McDonald, el Director de la
Junta Electoral.  “El personal

bilingüe está siempre en
demanda y acogemos la
diversidad en nuestra agencia”,
comentó McDonald.

Hay diez departamentos
dentro de la agencia que se
encargan de todo, desde la
tabulación de los votos y los
servicios fiscales hasta la
contratación de trabajadores
electorales y servicios para
candidatos.  Todos los
departamentos tendrán personal
disponible inmediatamente para
consultar con los aspirantes a
empleados sobre cómo podrían
ser buenos candidatos para
ofertas de trabajo actuales y
futuras.  Los asistentes también
aprenderán sobre el proceso de
solicitud y cómo configurar su
perfil de empleo que ahora es un
requisito para los solicitantes
para solicitar trabajo.

El evento se celebrará desde
las 10:00 am hasta la 1:00 pm del
17 de septiembre de 2015

La Junta Electoral se
encuentra en 2925
EuclidAvenue, Cleveland, Ohio
44115

Hay dos horas gratis de
estacionamiento disponibles en
ProspectAvenue.

Les pedimos a los asistentes
que se inscriban en el sitio web
de la Junta Electoral
www.443VOTE.com o llamen
al 216-443-3242.

THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTIONS HOST A BILINGUAL
CAREER INFORMATIONAL EXPO

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT LORAIN PUBLIC
LIBRARY SYSTEM’S MAIN LIBRARY

September 14 – El Centro in collaboration with the Small Business
Development Center is offering Business Start-up Basics III from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. at El Centro, 2800 Pearl Ave., Lorain.  This FREE
workshop will help you keep track of your finances.

September 15 - Legal Aid Society will be hosting a FREE Brief
Advice & Referral Legal Clinic, Civil Matters Only (Not Criminal) at El Centro from 2:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  First-come, first-served basis.

September 17 - Food Pantry – In collaboration with Second Harvest Food Bank of North
Central Ohio – from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at El Centro.  Families are given one box of food
on a first-come, first-served basis-FREE- Photo ID required.

September 17 - Health Fair - In collaboration with EMH FREE health screenings will
be conducted to include cholesterol, blood sugar, blood pressure, bone density and PSA for
prostate cancer. Walgreens will also be providing FREE flu shot’s.  Health Fair will run from
8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at El Centro.

September 19 – LMHA will be hosting H.U.D. Approved Financial Literacy/Pre-
Purchase Homeownership Training.  Class will be offered at El Centro from 12:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m.  For more information call Dolly Justice at 440-288-7433.

September 19 – El Centro in collaboration with The Ohio Chapter of the American
Immigration Lawyers Association and the Lorain Ohio Immigrants Rights Association will
be hosting a Citizenship Day at El Centro from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

September 24 – Farmers Market - In collaboration with Second Harvest Food Bank of
North Central Ohio – starting at 3 p.m. at El Centro.  Families are given multiple bags of
different vegetables on a first-come, first-served basis-FREE-Photo ID required.

September 22 – El Centro will be hosting a FREE Zumba and nutrition class (Comprando
Rico y Sano) starting at 5:30 p.m.  All participants will enter into a raffle for door prizes.

September 25 – El Centro 6th Annual Block Party – Please come and celebrate with us
this FREE event for the entire family at El Centro, from 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Free music,
inflatables, pony ride, and games for kids.

Coming soon: November 7 – El Centro 41st Annual Gala Dinner/Dance from 6-12
midnight at  DeLuca’s Place in the Park for more information on Sponsoring, placing an ad
in program booklet or purchasing tickets contact Emanuel Pedraza at
mpedraza@lorainelcentro.org.
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Sept. 6, 2015: A busload
of baseball fans got up early
on a Sunday morning to
spend a hot summer after-
noon at Comerica Park for a
Labor Day weekend battle
on the diamond between the
Detroit Tigers and Cleve-
land Indians.

“We’ve got all these die-
hard fans, Tigers and Indi-
ans,” said Chevo Torres,
president of Latinos Unidos
(Latins United). “90 percent
of the people who came are
members of the club—and
the rest just wanted to come
with us.”

The one-hour trip fea-
tured 50-50 raffles, prize
giveaways, and a lot of
good-natured ribbing be-
tween fans of the two major-
league baseball teams. Most
of the people who boarded
the bus were Tigers fans,
but a handful of Tribe faith-

ful dotted the bus seats.
“It’s awesome, nice.

We’ve got good weather
and we got all the Tigers
fans here and in the bottom
of the ninth, we’re going to
come back,” declared Torres,
as he watched Detroit fall
behind 3-0 in the sixth in-
ning.

The successful bus trip
involving 50-plus partici-
pants may be surprising, es-
pecially considering neither
team is in contention for a
playoff spot. The Indians do
have an outside chance at
earning a wild-card spot with
a hot run to end the season,
but they’d have to leapfrog
four other teams. But all those
people baked on a 90-degree
day in the hot sun to enjoy
the unofficial end of summer
and the fellowship of their
club members. The Indians
prevailed in the end, 4-0.

“We’re going to have to
do it again next year,” said
Torres. “We’ve been doing
it every year, but last year
we didn’t do it. That’s why
I wanted to get back to do-
ing it. That’s how you fin-
ish off the summer, by com-
ing here for a Labor Day
weekend game.”

The Latins United presi-
dent announced the club
also planned a bus trip to
Detroit for a Lions football
game “sometime in Novem-
ber or December,” once
details are worked out.
Those interested in at-
tended are asked to pay at-
tention to the club’s
Facebook page this fall for
more details as they become
available.

Sept. 5, 2015: The summer
rains ended just in time for the
gates to open—and thousands
streamed into Promenade Park
in downtown Toledo for one
last taste of Latino food, fun,
music, and culture.

But what the crowds
didn’t see were the behind-
the scenes battles to set up
the whole event between
thunderstorms and the doz-
ens of volunteers who
give willingly of their
time to make the
whole thing happen
each year. An esti-
mated crowd of about
2,500 came through-
out the day.

Connie Rodríguez,
Carmen Barbosa, and
Mary Morales—
members of the Span-
ish American Organi-
zation (SAO)—tried to
stay out of the swelter-
ing sun while they sold beer
and beverage tickets.

“Because I like doing it—
I enjoy the people. It’s just
interesting to see,” said 78-
year old Ms. Rodríguez, whose
been volunteering the past five.
“I’ve been doing Latino festi-
vals probably as long as it’s
been in existence, because I
enjoy the hustle and bustle
and being with people,” said
Ms. Barbosa proudly. “I enjoy
looking at the people. It’s just
fun being here.”

Both women planned to
stick around to see the after-
noon and evening entertain-
ment as patrons.

“I just enjoy the Mexican

music, the Hispanic music, the
dancers,” said Ms. Barbosa.
“When we’re working here, we
can’t see it. So we have to take
time out to see what this is all
about. It’s a great time.”

65-year old Angelo
Pecina came back as a festi-
val volunteer after a short
layoff, while 37-year old
Misty Waldon spent her first
MidWest LatinoFest volun-

teer assignment alongside,
both pouring Mexican beer
for festival patrons.

“It’s been about five years
ago since I done it once and I
like it. It’s something to help
out the community,” said
Pecina. “Behind here, just see-
ing people come in and have a
good time helps me enjoy the
festival.”

“I was asked to get in-
volved by a friend of mine
and I thought it sounded
like fun to do on a Satur-
day, so I’m down here just
to be in downtown Toledo
on a beautiful day,” said
Ms. Waldon. “It doesn’t get
any better than that. I feel

like I’m being helpful, so
it’s all good.”

Vida Church
Festival co-organizer

Adrianne Kolasinski estimated
more than 70 volunteers were
involved in the setup, cleanup,
and day’s activities. Most of
them sported a bright yellow or
white T-shirt with a festival
logo, so patrons could easily

find help when
needed. Pastor
Chaz Boes of
Vida Church on
B r o a d w a y
pledged about
25 congrega-
tion members to
help with
cleanup after
the festival.

“Wi thou t
them, this
whole thing
wouldn’t be

possible,” said Ms. Kolasinski.
“Many of the volunteers are
friends and family. Their dedi-
cation each year makes the fes-
tival possible. We owe them a
lot of gratitude.”

Donald Trump Piñata
Contest

One of the big draws at the
festival was the opportunity to
play Whack-a Trump. People
lined up to take a swing at a
piñata resembling Republican
presidential candidate Donald
Trump. The event was all in
good fun, but also served as a
chance for some folks to take a
swing and get their frustrations
out about the billionaire’s re-

cent caustic comments about
immigration and how he la-
beled Latinos while on the
campaign trail.

“I want to do it on a piñata
instead of just a live person,
just to let him know we’re not
all what he sees us to be,” said
38-year old Pedro García of
Toledo. “We’re just like all the
other cultures. We all got good
apples and bad apples. I just
want to let him know that our
culture is all beautiful differ-
ent colors as you see the danc-
ers that performed today—and
wonderful food.”

“Because I want candy—
and so he doesn’t build a wall,”
said 13-year old Christian
Ramírez of Sylvania, an 8th

grader at St. Joseph Catholic
elementary school.

“I’d do it to him if I had a
chance. If the guy were in front
of me, I’d do it to him,” said 63-
year old Laura García with a
laugh, who emigrated from
Chile to Toledo 30 years ago.
“He’s the stupidest person I
ever seen.”

“I don’t agree with anything
he’s about to be honest with
you, I don’t.  We’re not all
killers,” said Christopher Ruiz,
48, of Oregon.

“We’re not all rapists and
we’re not all drug dealers. It’s
ridiculous, his statements,”
echoed   Gina Corona-Koepfer
of Toledo. “I think it’s great to
pound him over his head here.”

While hordes of TV cam-
eras recorded every moment,
MidWest LatinoFest organiz-
ers hung three Trump piñatas
from a tree. People took turns
swinging a colorfully-deco-
rated baton, cheers arising any-
time someone got in a good
shot.

“It felt good, felt good—a
lot of frustration off,” said
Pedro García with a laugh af-
terward.

“That felt great. I wish he
was here in person, though,
around all of us, so we can get
him for what he said,” stated
Melissa Guerrero Jackson, 41,
who moved to Toledo from

Laredo, Texas. “Not violence,
but for him to hear us, how
we’re proud and we’re hard-
working and we’re not the vio-
lent people or came here for
just an opportunity. We’re here
to work hard and gain our-
selves up instead of down.”

“It felt good. For a person to
be so anti-immigrant, it’s so
double-standard for him. It’s
not right. We’re a country-
based on immigrants. Let’s face
it,” said Charissa García, a
lifelong Toledoan.

Entertainment
The hot summer Saturday

night also provided just the
right backdrop for some hot
entertainment, as members of
Los Mariachis Locos and sev-

eral other mariachi groups
opened the evening’s stage acts
with energy and enthusiasm.

Radio Free Honduras from
Chicago [Latin rock], Grand
Rapids-based Latin Dynasty
[bachata, merengue], and
Toledo’s own Yvonne y Grupo

Fuego [Tejano]caught fire
with their sets, providing hun-
dreds of patrons with a reason
to dance on the wooden floor
set up on the park’s riverfront
lawn.  Grupo Fuego has been
nominated for two awards in
the upcoming Tejano Music
Awards in San Antonio, sched-
uled for Oct. 24.  

The afternoon crowd was
also entertained by DJs Tony
and Javi Rios, Elvis Presley
and Marilyn Monroe imper-
sonators from Michigan, and
dancing by the pre-Columbian
group Grupo Tepehuani Nelli
[Aztec] and post-Columbian
group El Corazón de México
[Mexican folkloric].

Sponsors/Partners in-
cluded: McDonald’s, The Fair

Housing Center,
Sighted Guide
Ohio, Toledo-
Lucas County
Public Library,
Budweiser, Mid-
west Tejano Mu-
sic Association,
Inc., Spanish
American Orga-
nization, La
Prensa, TRE, Inc.
[Tony Rios En-
t e r p r i s e s ] ,
Nuestra Gente
[Linda Parra],
midwesttejano-
radio.com [Luis
García], 13abc,

SGI Images, Imagination Sta-
tion, OLA, Toledo Zoo, Sofia
Quintero Art & Cultural Cen-
ter, and The Home Depot.
Sound was provided by Galán
Sound from Fostoria.

Rico de La Prensa contrib-
uted to this report.

Latins United celebrates Labor Day with
baseball bus trip
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Corrspondent

MidWest LatinoFest closes summer with music, food, fun, and Trump
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent

SAO’s Carmen Barbosa, Connie Rodríguez, and Mary Morales

El Corazón de México
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SVETLANA SCHREIBER

IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS?

ABOGADA  SVETLANA  SCHREIBER
1370 Ontario St. #1620, Cleveland, Ohio 44113        216-621-7292

www.immigration-greencards.com              1-866-553-4643

¡Consulta Gratis! Free Consultation

• Asylum

• Deportation

• Visas

• Family

Preguntas o problemas de Inmigración

Hablamos español

• Business

• Same Sex Marriage

For consideration of the Deferred DREAM
Application, contact us today!

GAINESVILLE, Georgia,
Sept. 4, 2015 (AP): The St. John
Paul II Pastoral Center, a Ro-
man Catholic mission, sits at
the rough end of a former strip
mall in the shadow of an Arby’s.
The space, church leaders say,
was once used as a nightclub
and movie theater, a history
now hidden by multiple coats
of paint, pews brought in from
other congregations, and a
stone-and-wood shrine to Our
Lady of Guadalupe, the patron-
ess of the Americas especially
revered by Mexicans.

This mission, in the Arch-
diocese of Atlanta, was built in
a hurry, to serve the many
Latinos who labor at the poul-
try processing plants that form
the economic backbone of
Gainesville. On a recent Sun-
day, worshippers spilled onto
the sidewalk in rows two and
three deep, and by the end of the
weekend, 5,000 people had at-
tended Mass here.

Evangelicals have set up
shop here, too. Georgia is Bap-
tist country and a Bible Belt
stronghold where Catholics had
a small footprint until the latest
immigration boom. The Rev.
William Canales, the cherubic,
Nicaraguan pastor of the mis-
sion, noted with a twinkle in his
eye that a Protestant preacher in
the same mall had recently
moved on.

“The Catholic Church in
Gainesville—we are waking up
now,” Canales said, on the eve
of the first visit to the United
States by Pope Francis, the first
Latin American pontiff.

Francis will arrive in the U.S.
on Sept. 22, carrying the hopes
of many for what he might do
for American Catholicism. But
few of these goals have as much
urgency for church leaders as
affirming the place of Latinos
in the church and inspiring them
to stay in the fold.

About 38 percent of adult
Catholics in the U.S. are Latino,
according to the CARA re-
search center at Georgetown
University, and they are already
the majority in several dioceses.

Their numbers are increas-
ing at the same time a steady
stream of American Catholics
overall are leaving the faith.
Immigration and the high birth-
rate for Latino Catholics have
more than made up for the losses,
helping the 68-million-mem-
ber denomination continue to
grow.

Yet, Latinos aren’t sticking
with the church the way they
once did. In 2006, about eight
in 10 Latinos who were raised
Catholic stayed in the tradition
as adults. That figure dropped
to seven in 10 last year, accord-

ing to CARA. Like many Latin
Americans back home, U.S.
Latinos are joining Pentecos-
tal movements, or abandon-
ing organized religion en-
tirely, in numbers significant
enough to raise alarm among
U.S. bishops.

“One of the challenges for
Latino immigrants is they con-
tinue to show up in places
where there’s not a Catholic
Church nearby,” said Mark
Gray, the Georgetown center’s
polling director. “Sometimes,
they end up in an evangelical
church.”

Georgia is one of the more
dramatic examples. The Catho-
lic population here had been so
small historically that the state
didn’t have a diocese until 1936
in Savannah, nearly 150 years
after the first U.S. diocese was
established in Baltimore. The
Atlanta diocese is even newer,
created in 1956 with just 24,000
parishioners.

Now, Peter Faletti, Atlanta
archdiocese director of re-
search and planning, is scram-
bling for space. He has been
renting schools, former movie
theaters and defunct car
dealerships so he can turn them
into worship sites. Even so, he
says services fill to capacity
within weeks. In Lilburn, an
Atlanta suburb, Our Lady of
the Americas draws 10,000
mostly Latino Mass-goers each
weekend and is still growing.

“We have Hispanic Catho-
lics who aren’t being served
because they can’t get in the
door,” Faletti said.

Non-Hispanic profession-
als relocating to the Atlanta
area from the North and Mid-
west have helped increase
Catholic numbers in recent
years, but Latinos are the main
drivers of the boom. From 2000
to 2011, the Latino popula-
tion doubled in Georgia, put-
ting the state in the Top 10 for
Latino growth in that period,
according to Pew.

Latinos and whites each
make up about 44 percent of
the 1 million members of the
Atlanta archdiocese, and
Latinos are on track to even-
tually become the majority.

“People are excited about
the growth. They recall the
days when they were such a
minority presence that they
were all but unnoticed,” said
Archbishop Wilton Gregory.
“The challenge is that we not
only have to provide physical
space for the communities
who are expanding, but we
also need to develop a spirit of
inclusion.”

This is an area where the
pope, an Argentine native, will

help, church leaders say.
Los Angeles Archbishop

José Gómez, the highest-
ranking Latino in the U.S.
church, whose archdiocese,
70 percent Latino, has been
at the forefront of advocat-
ing for immigrants, said the
role of Latinos “is a big part
of the story of the pope’s
visit.” In Washington, the
pope will canonize 18th-
century Spaniard and
Franciscan missionary
Junipero Serra, who evan-
gelized the territory that
would become California.
Archbishop Gómez called
the canonization a “historic
moment in the life of the
Hispanic people” in which
the pope is calling on US-
Americans to reflect on “our
legacy as immigrants.”

“He knows the face of the
church is changing. He knows
the country’s Hispanic Catho-
lic heritage. He knows how
important Hispanics are for the
future of the church,” Arch-
bishop Gómez said.

Atlanta Catholic leaders say
no one in the church antici-
pated how many immigrants
would make Georgia their home.
Jairo Martínez, a Colombian
who leads Hispanic ministry
for the archdiocese, said he was
stunned they were choosing the
state over Florida or California.

“Georgia was not a place for
people to come. It was, for us, a
little of a no-man’s land,” said
Martínez, who originally came
to Atlanta with Coca-Cola,
where he was an executive. “The
archdiocese was not prepared.
There weren’t Masses, services
or priests who spoke the lan-
guage.”

The surge in construction
jobs ahead of the 1996 Summer
Olympics in Atlanta brought a
wave of mostly Mexican immi-
grants. More came to work in
the carpet-making industry in
Dalton, near the Tennessee line,
and in the poultry plants in
Gainesville, northeast of At-
lanta.

Canales noted the pope’s
exhortation for priests to be
close to the marginalized and
be “shepherds living with the
smell of the sheep.” Canales
joked, “I smell like the chicken
here.”

Monica Oppermann, who
works in the archdiocese office
for teaching and evangelizing,
said she watched as an apart-
ment complex near her parish
began to fill with Latino fami-
lies. A priest enlisted a Spanish-
speaking nun, along with
Oppermann, who is from
Mexico to help the newcomers.

Martínez said Latinos

would call his office saying
they’d been praying the rosary
with other families in someone’s
house because they couldn’t
find a Mass. The archdiocese
started a Spanish-language ra-
dio broadcast, now called
Nuestra Fe, or Our Faith, to try
to fill the void, and sent repre-
sentatives abroad to find Span-
ish-speaking clergy willing to
relocate.

The archdiocese, like dio-
ceses across the U.S., is still
badly in need of Spanish-speak-
ing and bilingual priests. But
one out of every three or four
Masses in the archdiocese are
now in Spanish, Faletti said.

Amid all the changes, Gre-
gory acknowledges some fric-
tion over the archdiocese’s new
diversity.

Church leaders are trying to
bridge the cultural divides, but
just like the situation for previ-
ous generations of Catholic
immigrants arrived in America
from Italy, Ireland, and else-
where, relationships between
different ethnic groups—
within and outside the church—
aren’t easily built.

Atlanta’s white Catholics
are wealthier and better edu-
cated, including about Catholi-
cism. Some of the Latinos hadn’t
studied beyond elementary
school before they came to
Georgia, and even though they
participated in festivals and ser-
vices at their churches back
home, weren’t thoroughly
taught about the religion.

“In my homilies, I try to do
catechesis—biblical explana-
tions—so people understand
what’s going on,” said the Rev.
Mark Starr of St. Clare of Assisi
Mission in suburban Acworth,
who learned Spanish on an
eight-week immersion course

in Mexico but says he’s not
always confident with the lan-
guage. “I’ll explain where these
Mass parts come from scriptur-
ally, or explain the prayers that
the priest prays in silence. I’ve
had people come up and say, ‘I
never knew that.”’

For Mexicans especially,
being part of the church means
participating in festivals, such
as the annual feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, or being part of
religious movements, includ-
ing the spirit-filled Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, that
aren’t necessarily rooted in a
parish, where they could con-
nect with people from other
backgrounds.

And many of the Latinos in
the archdiocese are in the coun-
try illegally, bringing the po-
larizing debate over immigra-
tion policy into parish life in an
immediate way. This past sum-
mer, a pregnant woman from El
Salvador who is in the country
illegally sought sanctuary in
the Lilburn church from federal
immigration authorities. At-
lanta church officials believe it
was the first time anyone had
sought sanctuary over immi-
gration status in their archdio-
cese. She left the church soon
after and is receiving help from
a lawyer, the archdiocese said.

“These people who are here
and may be undocumented are
loving Catholic people and we
have to welcome them and make
sure people understand the Gos-
pel—and that the church has
always stood with people who
are new arrivals,” Gregory said.

Guzmán Carriquiry, vice
president of the Pontifical Com-
mission for Latin America and
a friend of the pope’s, said
Francis on the U.S. trip will
uphold Latinos not as an “add

on” to church life, but at the
heart of American Catholicism,
in a message meant to carry
throughout the country and
beyond.

The plight of immigrants,
and the need for wealthy na-
tions to be generous and wel-
coming to newcomers, will be a
constant theme throughout
Francis’ visit. He is expected to
discuss immigration in his Sept.
24 remarks to a joint meeting of
Congress. Francis will give sev-
eral talks in Spanish and is sched-
uled to meet immigrants in
Washington and at an East
Harlem Catholic parish in New
York, before heading to Phila-
delphia.

At the St. John Paul II Pasto-
ral Center in Gainesville, mis-
sion members are hoping for
some local inspiration from the
papal visit. They have taken up
an activity more often associ-
ated in the U.S. with
evangelicals: going house by
house through the city inviting
Latinos and others to Mass.
Canales said one woman was so
stunned to see Catholic evan-
gelizers on her doorstep, she
asked several times whether
they weren’t, in fact, Protestant.

Parishioner José Vera, who
has worked in local poultry
plants for about 20 years, said
he especially appreciates
Francis’ emphasis on warmth
and compassion as a way to
bring fallen away Catholics
back to the church.

“We don’t have to be an
expert to talk about God. We
just go there and give the big-
gest smile to the person,” Vera
said after mid-morning Mass.
“We don’t need a big school.
We don’t need to learn the
whole Bible. You just have to
hear what they have to say.”

Pope will find U.S. church struggling to hold onto Latinos
By RACHEL ZOLL, AP Religion Writer
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Saturday, September 12 ~ Los Temibles
Saturday, September 19 ~ Conjunto Champz

Saturday, September 26 ~ Los Aztecas

Hispanic Heritage Month
will feature plenty of events—
both old and new—to celebrate
Latino independence and cul-
ture between Sept. 15 and Oct.
15, 2015.

• Fri., Sept 11-Sun., Sept. 13:
Hispanic Festival 2015 is the
largest of its kind in Michigan
and will take place in the heart
of downtown Grand Rapids at
Calder Plaza, 300 Ottawa NW.
The three-day event at Calder
Plaza celebrates the food, mu-
sic and culture of Latin, Central
and South America. In addi-
tion, there will be traditional
and artisan wares, children’s
activities and a two-day, 3-on-
3 futsal tournament for ages 8-
18. For more information, con-
tact Roberto Torres at the His-
panic Center of Western Michi-
gan, 616-742-0200 or log on at
www.hispanic-center.org.

• Fri., Sept 11—churches
across Adrian and Lenawee
County will hold services in
remembrance of the 14th anni-
versary of the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks. For more information,
contact Emily Martinez at 517-
486-4278.

• Sat., Sept. 12—The 22nd

HonkeTown Reunion is a
potluck dinner and dance held
each year at the Riga Fire Hall,
7817 Riga Hwy., 5-11 p.m.
Contact Maya Mirelez at 517-
260-2071 to RSVP or for more
information.

• Tues., Sept. 15—César
Chávez and the Migrant

Farmworker Movement is a film
and a display where you can
bring your lunch for the HHM
presentation on the campus of
the University of Michigan-
Flint, Intercultural Center, 303
E. Kearsley, noon. Contact the
Hispanic Technology and
Community Center of Flint at
810-396-8311 for more infor-
mation.

• Tues., Sept. 15—Immigra-
tion Forum, Western Michigan
University, Sangren Hall, Room
1750, 6:30-8 p.m. Immigration
attorney will discuss the posi-
tive side of immigration, the
economic impactImmigrants
have on Southwest Michigan,
and the present and future out-
look for the deferred action law.
They also will provide an in-
sight into the realities and daily
struggles of the immigrant
community.

• Wed., Sept. 16—A Flag-
raising Ceremony, Adrian City
Hall, 2-3 p.m., will include a
proclamation read by Adrian
Mayor Jim Berryman, along
with a presentation by students.

• Fri., Sept. 18— 9th annual
Noche Mexicana “Indepen-
dence Day” Celebration is an
event to commemorate the an-
niversary with a traditional
Mexican dinner, mariachi, live
music, folkloric dance, non-
stop free open bar, raffles, party
favors, midnight tacos, and
more entertainment.  The 205th
anniversary of “EL GRITO DE
DOLORES” (Cry of Dolores),

will be performed by the Hon-
orable Consul of Mexico in
Detroit Juan Manuel Solana.
Formal attire. Tickets: $85/per
person can be purchased in ad-
vance by emailing
cashier@apromex.org.

• Fri., Sept. 18—45th Anni-
versary Gala, CHASS South-
west Center, 5635 W. Fort St.,
Detroit, 6:30-9:30 p.m., will be
a celebration showcasing
CHASS’ 45 years of service to
the community, to celebrate
milestones in the organization’s
history, and bring attention to
advances that still need to be
made in the fight to provide
health care to all. Entertain-
ment and dinner. Tickets: $125/
person or $200/couple can be
purchased by calling Denise
Pike at 313-849-3920.

Tues., Sept. 22—“The His-
tory, Struggles, and Victories of
Latinos in Flint” is a conversa-
tion with Armando Hernandez,
Chairman of the Hispanic Tech-
nology and Community Cen-
ter and Commissioner,
Hispanic/Latino Commission
of Michigan. Dinner is provided
at this event, 5:30-6:30 p.m.,
University of Michigan-Flint,
303 E. Kearsley St. Contact the
Hispanic Technology and
Community Center of Flint at
810-396-8311 for more
information.

• Fri., Sept. 25—28th An-
nual Hispanic Heritage Month
Kickoff and Luncheon, Siena
Heights University, Ledwidge

Hall, Adrian, 11:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m. The keynote speaker will
be Maria Cotera, Michigan
State University HEP Program.
Contact Emily Martinez at 517-
486-4278 for more information.

• Fri., Sept. 25— La Besta
Fiesta with Los Hermanos
Villigas,  Siena Heights Uni-
versity, Trinity Garden, Adrian,
8-10:30 p.m. Contact Sharese
Mathis at 517-264-7606 for
more information.

• Wed., Sept. 30—Hispanic
Heritage Month Recognition
and Cesar Chavez Commemo-
rative Dinner, Radisson Hotel,
111 N. Grand Avenue, Ball-
room, Lansing, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
reception, 6-8:30 p.m., dinner
program. The keynote speaker
is Francisco “Pancho”
Gonzalez, Vice President &
General Manager, Michigan
Region, McDonalds. Individu-
als will be recognized in the
areas of Arts, Business, Advo-
cate, Educator and Lifetime
Achievement. Scholarships
will also be awarded. Tickets
are $35 each/$280 table. For
more information or tickets, call
the Hispanic/Latino Commis-
sion of MI, Vicky Garcia at
(517) 373-8339.

• Mon., Oct. 12— Peace &
Dignity Ceremony – Celebra-
tion of the Four Colors, Mott
Community College, Peace &
Dignity Tree, on the south lawn
of the Mott Memorial Build-
ing, near Court St., Flint, 11
a.m.-noon. The annual “Cel-
ebration of the Four Colors” is
an American Indigenous cer-
emony honoring the people of

the four colors. The ceremony
begins with welcoming remarks,
a statement of purpose, and then
a blessing of the four directions
by an area Aztec Ceremonial
Dance Group. Other activities
include readings and prayer
offerings.

• Tues., Oct. 13—El Día de
La Ciencia is an annual event
where high school students
throughout Southwest Michi-
gan who have expressed interest
in science and engineering will
be invited to participate in all
day workshops in the science
field at Western Michigan Uni-
versity, Sangren Hall, Room
1750, Kalamazoo, 8:30 a.m.-2
p.m.

• Wed., Oct. 14—12th An-
nual Brown Pride, a presenta-
tion on Latino contributions to
America, Latino Cultural Per-
formance, Kellogg Center Au-
ditorium, 219 S. Harrison Rd.,
Michigan State University, E.
Lansing, 7-9 p.m. Contact the
MSU Office of Cultural &
Academic Transitions, Juan
Flores at 517- 353-7745 for more
information.

• Wed., Oct. 14—2015
Amigos de SER Business Recog-
nition Luncheon, Renaissance
Center, 400 Renaissance Cen-
ter, 3rd Level, Detroit, noon. To
purchase tickets, contact SER
Metro-Detroit’s  Nora Gutierrez
at 313-846-2240, ext. 4228 or
visit www.sermetro.org.

• Tues., Oct. 27—The 18th
Annual Women’s Program &
Luncheon will feature keynote
speaker Alma Lou Crossley,
LISD TECH Center, Adrian,

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Contact
Emily Martinez at 517-486-
4278 or Linda Martinez at
517-442-8407 for more
information.

• Wed., Oct. 28—Spanish
Film Festival/Festival de
Otoño is a three-day film festi-
val featuring films from Spain,
Mexico and Latin America.
The films are for classroom
only. All films are shown in
Spanish with English subtitles.
Names of films will be released
in late September. Western
Michigan University, Brown
Hall, Room 2180, Kalamazoo,
6:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion call Mike Ramirez 269-
387-3329.

A complete Hispanic Heri-
tage Month calendar can be
found on the Hispanic/Latino
Commission of Michigan
website: www.michigan.gov/
hlcom, or at
www.laprensa1.com

Hispanic Heritage Month
celebrates the music, culture,
food, and traditions of the His-
panic heritage and honors the
independence of several Latin
American countries. Septem-
ber 15 is significant because it
is the anniversary of indepen-
dence for Costa Rica, El Salva-
dor, Guatemala, Honduras and
Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico
and Chile celebrate their inde-
pendence days on September
16 and September 18, respec-
tively. Columbus Day (Día de
la Raza), which is October 12,
also falls within the 30-day
period celebrated as Hispanic
Heritage Month.

Reported Hispanic Heritage Month Features New, Old Events – Michigan
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent



Join Our Team!
NOW HIRING

DRIVERS / MOVERS
Columbus * Cleveland * Cincinnati

APPLY TODAY!  Call 614-785-9595

�Full Time/ Part Time
�Great Pay
�Benefits

�Growth Opportunity
�Bonuses/Tips

Data Processing/Word Processing
Specialist

Lucas County Children Services is seeking a
candidate for a Data Processing/Word Processing
Specialist. Requirements can be viewed at
www.lucaskids.net. Apply online by 9/18/15.  No
phone calls please. EOE Valuing Diversity
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2742 HILL AVE., TOLEDO, OHIO
800-233-0142

SUPPLIERS OF MEXICAN FOOD PRODUCTS

With a commitment to improving the human
condition, The University of Toledo and

University Medical Center are seeking qualified
candidates for the following positions:

• PA / NP Orthopaedic Clinic
• Genetic Counselor Pediatrics
• Staff Nurse Dana Infusion Center
• Research Assistant Medical Microbiology
• Eeg Technologist
• Staff Nurse First Assist (RNFA)
• Credentialing Specialist
• EMT Paramedic
• Physical Therapist
• Occupational Therapist
• Social Worker Patient Care Coordinator
• Healthcare Applications Developer
• Theatre Technical Specialist/Scene Shop Supervi-
sor

• Technical Assistant, 3D –Dept. of Art
• Program Coordinator – Office of Multicultural Stu-
dent Success

• Pharmacist
• Staff Nurse
• Director – Patient Access
• Assistant Dean for Multicultural Student Success
• Director, Managed Care
• Dean of Students
• Digitization Technician - Temp
• Instructional Media Specialist 1
• Clinical Outpatient Pharmacy Supervisor
• Library – Intermittent Call-In
• Learning Specialist/Academic Coordinator
• Financial Analyst
• Asst. Instructional Designer
• Licensing Associate
• Director of Strategic Communications
• Executive Director, Center of Innovations
• Enterprise Systems Administrator
• Clinical Simulation Coordinator
• Secretary 1
• Office Assistant 3

The University of Toledo offers an excellent salary
and benefit package, which includes the Ohio Public
Employees Retirement System and State Teachers
Retirement System for faculty with employer contribu-
tion, medical coverage, paid sick and vacation time,
tuition to UT is waived for employees and their eligible
spouses and dependents and 10 paid holidays.

For a complete listing of our openings and desired
qualifications or to apply, please proceed to our
website at https://jobs.utoledo.edu

We ask that applications and required documents
be submitted electronically.

UT and UTMC are EO/AA employers and educators
M/F/D/V

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT CPST (LPN)
TWO POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Full-time opportunity available for experienced Li-
censed Practical Nurse to monitor and follow up on
clients who receive psychiatric medical services
only.  This includes duties such as referral coordina-
tion, case closures, program discharges, release of
information and other duties as assigned. This
position will also triage phone calls related to medi-
cal only clients.

Must be willing to work a flexible schedule that may
include evenings and will be required to travel to
various sites to perform work. Qualified candidates
must possess current Ohio licensure as a Practical
Nurse and at least one year experience in a behav-
ioral health setting.

Please visit our Web site for more details or apply
to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources

2310 Jefferson Ave.
Toledo, OH 43604

Website: unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

Positions available at Unison
Behavioral Health Group, Inc.

• Clinical Therapists/Dianostic Assesors-
Children and Family Programs
(Multiple Positions Available)

• Behavior Specialist/Driver (part-time)
• Care Managers (Adult & Child and Family)
• Partial Hospitalization Therapists (Adult &

Child and Family)
• Clinical Therapist (Adult Therapy)
• Qualified Health Home Specialists
• Medical Department CPST (LPN)
• Diagnostic Assessor (part-time)

Please visit our Web site for more details or apply
to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources

2310 Jefferson Ave.
Toledo, OH 43604

Website: unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

Now Hiring!

LINE COOKS
PREP COOKS

DISHWASHERS

Great pay!
Apply in person -
17380 Hall Road

Clinton Township, MI
48038

Located in -
The Mall at

 Partridge Creek

BLACKFINN
AMERIPUB

(586) 522-4711



Have a Classified Ad? Email ad to classifiedlaprensa1@gmail.com for cost! 419-241-8284

TARTA IS HIRING DRIVERS
Full and Part-Time

$10-$14.57/hr.
www.TARTA.com/Careers

TARTA IS HIRING:
TARPS Drivers
Fixed Line Drivers
Diesel Mechanics

TARPS Dispatch Supervisor
Facility Maintenance Supervisor

Mobility Manager
TARPS Scheduler

TARPS Mobility Specialist

Hiring TARPS Mobility Specialist
Oversee assessment process for individuals

applying for use of paratransit services.
Bachelor degree in social services, education,

rehabilitation or related area.
Minimum one year experience working in

habilitation.
www.TARTA.com/Careers
Call for Info: 419-245-5231
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SANCHEZ  ROOFING
Preventive maintenance; roof
repairs; rubber roofing; re-roof
shingles; 30 years exp; roof coat-
ings; roof leaks; power washing;
Se habla español!

Call Pete Sánchez 419-787-9612!

216-832-1437
Contact  Luis:

Serving East &
West Cleveland

•  Residential
•  Commercial

NILDA RODRIGUEZ
Outreach Specialist
(English/Español)
Teléfono (567) 395.0984

Helping people with disabilities achieve dreams

205 Farnsworth Rd., Ste. G
Waterville OH 43566

nildabrighthorizons@gmail.com
www.brighthorizonsadvcon.com

Ayudar a las personas con discapacidades a alcanzar los sueños

Veterans Legal Corps Fellow

Use your law degree to make a difference in the lives of Veterans

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE), a non-profit regional law firm that
provides high-quality legal assistance to low-income persons and groups in
western Ohio, seeks a dynamic, bright, hardworking attorney who would serve as
a Veteran Legal Corps (VLC) Fellow. The Fellow will provide civil legal assistance
to veterans and military families. The VLC is funded in Ohio by CNCS AmeriCorps,
Equal Justice Works, and the Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation. The term of
service will begin in September of 2015 for one year (with a possible renewal).  The
Fellow will be based in ABLE’s Toledo Office.

Qualifications
The Fellow must be admitted to practice law in Ohio or be admitted under temporary
certification and be a graduate of an Equal Justice Works member law school.  The
Fellow should  have excellent oral and written communication skills, as well as
excellent  interpersonal, organizational and negotiation skills and the ability to work
in  a team or group environment. Knowledge of veterans’ benefits law and/or
experience with veterans and military families preferred. Military service or related-
military background, including status as a military dependent helpful. Diverse
economic, social and cultural experiences and a second language are preferred.

Compensation

The Fellow will receive an AmeriCorps living allowance of $24,200 plus supplemen-
tal benefits of up to $20,000 for housing, student loans, relocation, professional
dues, life & disability insurance, and retirement plan expenses.

Other benefits include: $5,730 AmeriCorps Legal Education Award upon success-
ful completion of service; AmeriCorps provided childcare assistance if eligible;
professional development and training assistance; student loan forbearance during
services and interest accrual payment for eligible loans upon successful comple-
tion of service; participation in Equal Justice Works training opportunities and
conferences, as applicable; and fringe benefits, including health insurance (medi-
cal, dental, vision, Rx), disability insurance, and life insurance.

Send resume as soon as possible, electronically in Microsoft Word format, to:

jobs@ablelaw.org or
Attn.. Veterans Legal Corps Fellow

Equal access to ABLE’s office is available. Applicants requiring accommodation
to the interview/ application process should contact the recruitment coordinator at
the address listed above.  EOE

Willard
Apartments

2257 Upton Avenue
2 bdrm. / 1 bath;

$415/mo.
Laundry in building.
Accept Section 8

vouchers.
Applicants must meet

income restrictions and
eligibility requirements.

ONE MONTH
FREE RENT for

approved applicants.
Call 419.389.0361

to apply.

Position Available: 

Outreach Paralegal (Findlay)
Agricultural Worker and Immigrant Rights Practice Group

Each year more than 30,000 farmworkers and family members work in Ohio in
agricultural labor. They work in many hand-harvest crops, including cucumbers,
tomatoes, lettuces, onions, radishes, and peppers. They also work in various
packing sheds, grading stations, and food processing plants. 

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc., a non-profit law firm that provides free legal
assistance to low-income farmworkers throughout Ohio, seeks an Outreach
Paralegal for its Agricultural Worker and Immigrant Rights Practice Group
in its Findlay office. 

The Outreach Paralegal will provide general legal support for attorneys, including
client communication, research, case investigation, and other case-related tasks;
conduct informational presentations for farmworkers and farmworker advocates;
develop and maintain working relationships with community-based organizations,
social service agencies, government agencies, and other groups; train staff and
volunteers to conduct client education; develop and implement an effective plan
for outreach to labor camps and other sites where farmworkers live or gather; and
take applications for legal assistance. Applicants must have excellent organiza-
tional and writing skills; the ability to relate well with low-income clients; computer
proficiency; and a strong commitment to equal justice. Fluency in Spanish, both
oral and written, is required. Some evening and weekend work. This position
requires significant travel to various outreach activities. Applicants will need
reliable transportation, must have a valid driver’s license, and must meet LAWO
insurance requirements. Salary based on relevant legal experience. Comprehen-
sive benefits include language compensation.

To Apply:
Send resume and cover letter electronically as soon as possible, in Microsoft Word
format only, to: 

Email: jobs@lawolaw.org 
Subject: Outreach Paralegal – Findlay

Applications will only be accepted by e-mail. Equal access to LAWO’s office is
available. Applicants requiring accommodation to the interview/application pro-
cess should contact the Recruitment Coordinator at the e-mail listed above.

About LAWO:
Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO) is a non-profit regional law firm that
provides high quality legal assistance in civil matters to help eligible low-income
individuals and groups in western Ohio achieve self-reliance, and equal justice and
economic opportunity.

LAWO is an Equal Opportunity Employer and places a high value
on diversity in its workplace, including diversity in race, ethnicity,
gender, sexual orientation, age, and physical ability. We strive to
create an environment welcoming to all individuals and we encour-
age applications from individuals traditionally underrepresented in
the legal profession.

www.lawolaw.org

House
Cleaning
Service

BUY BUY BUY BUY BUY THIS SPTHIS SPTHIS SPTHIS SPTHIS SPAAAAACE!CE!CE!CE!CE!
ADVERTISE  IN  LA PRENSA!

(419) 870-6565  •  (313) 729-4435
(440) 320-8221  •  www.LaPrensa1.com
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La gente del área de Detroit fue
a visitar las nuevas oficinas de
Michigan Unido este jueves por la
noche. El edificio que alguna vez
sirvió como la casa parroquial de
St. Francis D’Assisi Iglesia
Católica. Ahora sirve como base
de operaciones para el personal de
la organización comunitaria en el
lado este del estado. Michigan
Unido también se instaló
recientemente en el lado oeste del
estado en la Iglesia Stockbridge

United Methodist en Kalamazoo.
En medio del olor de la deliciosa

comida y los sonidos de la música
ecléctica, líderes de Michigan Unido
describieron las campañas en las
que han estado trabajando.

Lilia Rivera hizo una solicitud
de voluntarios para ayudar con
“Innovaciones en inglés”. El nuevo
programa que va a enseñar inglés
como segunda lengua en un
transcurso de 3 meses usando la
tecnología interactiva. El programa

está configurado para que inicie el
14 de septiembre [de 2015].

Elder Leslie Mathews dio una
actualización sobre la campaña para
restaurar la Junta de Policía y
Comisionados de Detroit. Su
autoridad de supervisión se redujo
como parte del acuerdo de bancarrota
entre la ciudad y la Alianza Pastoral

de Detroit para el Cambio (DPAC,
siglas en inglés) han alineado
metódicamente los endosos de los
concejales de la ciudad para
devolverlos a la posición descrita en
la carta de la ciudad cuando llegue el
acuerdo de bancarrota para revisión
en diciembre. Invitó a todos a asistir
a “We Are One” (Somos Uno), una
ceremonia para mostrar la unidad
entre el clero, la comunidad y el
consejo de la ciudad que tendrá lugar
el 15 de septiembre en la iglesia
‘Pleasant Grove Baptist Church’.

Michigan Unido también se

tomó un momento para agradecer
a su antiguo propietario ACCESS,
el Centro de la Comunidad Ameri-
cana Árabe en Dearborn. Rachid
Elabed aprovechó la oportunidad
para decirle a todos los invitados
acerca de la campaña “Take on
Hate” (Enfrentando el odio) para
luchar contra la intolerancia, en
particular hacia los musulmanes.
Elabed sorprendió a la audiencia
con una imagen racista y les habló
de una manifestación antiislámica,
que coincide con la convención de
Michigan Unido el 10 de octubre.

El propuso, y los miembros
aceptaron que los dos grupos se
unieran para hacer una declaración
y contrarrestar los mensajes de odio
que se esperan ese día.

Michigan Unido es una amplia
coalición estatal que trabaja para
reformar nuestro sistema de
inmigración, el avance a la justicia
por la vivienda, proteger los
derechos de los trabajadores de
bajos ingresos y desarrollar el
liderazgo. Más información se puede
encontrar en la página web de Michi-
gan Unido: www.miunited.org

Noticias de Michigan Unido
Contacto: Erik Shelley (248)982-6326


