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Carla’s Corner
Por Carla Soto-Cruz
La Prensa Entertainment Editor
www.laprensa1.com

Carla Soto

Lo mejor de la semana
1. Diana Reyes conocida

también como “La Reina del
pasito duranguense”, quiso
complacer a sus fans y hace poco
preparó un calendario con una
variada y pícara selección de
fotos. Cuando Diana decidió
realizar el almanaque, lo primero
que tuvo en cuenta fue no hacer
fotos en vestido de baño: “Preferí
las minifaldas. Aunque confieso
que la de septiembre está bien
cortita”.

“Es un calendario que puedes
colgar en cualquier parte. No sólo
es para los chicos, es para los
niños y las mamis. Todo el mundo
puede planificar su semana con
mi almanaque”, afirmó.De
acuerdo a los comentarios
recibidos por Diana, sus fans está
súper felices con el resultado.”

No me vas a creer, pero
muchos de mis admiradores se
han sentido complacidos de que
no enseñé tanta piel, los bikinis
no hicieron falta para que el
público los compre”, expresó.

2. Jessica Alba y su novio,
padre del hijo que espera, Cash
Warren se han comprometido,
ha confirmado el representante
de la actriz. Jessica Alba había
sido sorprendidad llevando un
anillo de compromiso en su

• Amador Reyna Jr. •
1.800.828.8564

¡ Tenemos todo para Taquerías,
Mariscos, Tex-Mex, y toda clases

de restaurantes!

Dec. 25, 2007 (AP):
Tamales,…is plural for tamal.
What is a tamal?—a Mexican
dish made of ground meat sea-
soned with red pepper, rolled in
corn meal (masa harina),
wrapped in corn husks (hojas),
and subsequently steamed. They
are especially popular during
the holiday season.

Each Christmas season since
1984 Gilberto Carrillo’s fam-
ily has wrapped thousands of
tamales by hand, but this year
he must charge customers more
than ever for the tasty holiday
favorite.

It’s a routine that keeps his
family business in El Paso, Ta-
males Lupita, and other tamale
shops very busy. But rising ex-
penses have forced them to pass
on the costs to customers.
Carrillo said his store charged
$11 per dozen last year and now
it’s at $12 per dozen.

“Everything is going up,
meat, corn husks, minimum
wage, everything,” he said as a
line of customers filled his shop.

The increases don’t seem to
be affecting demand too much.

But while a dollar a dozen
may not seem like a huge jump,
in the tamale-selling business
where customers often order
several dozen at a time, it adds
up quickly. Especially for the

smaller shops that appear to be
the most affected by the higher
prices.

Tamale makers blame the
jump in corn prices on the
country’s efforts to use corn for
ethanol-infused fuel. Corn prices
have risen about 55 percent since
2003, along with the price of
petroleum products needed to
ship and package it, according
to the Texas Department of Ag-
riculture.

Ruben Leal, president of Dal-
las Tortilla and Tamale Factory,
said he has had to raise prices by
about a dollar a dozen in recent
years.

Because his 57-year-old busi-
ness serves thousands of hand-
made tamales a day—Leal
wouldn’t say just how busy his
shop is—he’s been able to keep
prices low at just $6.50. But that
may not last for long, he said.

“We’re going up to $7 next
year and $7.50 in ‘09,” Leal said.

Maíz en el norte
At Taquería Salazar in

Adrian, Michigan, the price of a
dozen tamales remains at $6.50.
The tamales are hand-made by
the Salazar family. Prices at
MexicanTown Bakery in Detroit
have risen to $8.95, also due to
masa and corn husk prices.

Alamar Pérez, co-owner of

Alamar Pérez and Estella Trinidad of La Paloma with fresh, hot tamales.

Increased maíz/corn costs force some
tamal, tortilla makers to raise prices
By ALICIA A. CALDWELL
Associated Press Writer

(Continued on LP4)
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Purchase any Boost Mobile® phone or Starter Kit 
to be automatically entered for a chance to win*

WIN FREE BOOST
SERVICE FOR A YEAR

™

*Offer valid while supplies last.  NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE OR PAYMENT WILL NOT INCREASE CHANCES OF WINNING. These are only abbreviated rules.  Subject to Official Rules available at www.boostmobilecommunity.
com/yearservice, from store personnel, or by sending SASE to “Win a Year of Boost” Official Rules, PO Box 750, Southbury, CT  06488-0750. Open to any individual who is: (a) as of 7/31/07, a legal resident of IL, IN, KS, KY, MI, MN, MO, OH, or WI; and (b) 16 years 
of age or older at the date of entry. Begins 8/1/07, ends 10/23/07. To enter without purchase, hand print your name, complete address, phone number, date of birth, and email address (optional) on a postcard and mail it to be postmarked by 10/23/07 and received 
by 10/31/07 to: “Win a Year of Boost” Sweepstakes Entry, PMI Station, PO Box 3523, Southbury, CT 06488-3523. To be eligible for a particular weekly drawing, mail-in entries must be postmarked during the weekly entry period and received prior to the drawing date; 
see Official Rules for entry and drawing dates. Entries will not be carried forward into subsequent weekly drawings. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received for each weekly drawing. Limit one entry per person per week, regardless of 
method of entry. By making a qualifying in-store purchase or mailing a post card entry, you consent to participate in this Sweepstakes and consent that Sponsor may obtain, use, and transfer your name, address and other information for the purpose of administering
this Sweepstakes. For in-store entrants, prizes will be awarded as a $100 credit to winner’s Boost account each month for 12 months. For mail-in entrants, prizes will be awarded as two (2) $50 Re-Boost cards each month for 12 months. Void where prohibited.

*[1] winner per week – be sure to provide valid contact info!
  Offer ends October 23rd. See store for details.

Visit a participating wireless dealer below or call 888-BOOST-60
Hall Street 
110 Hall S.W
Grand Rapids, MI 49507
(616)262-8784
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STATEMENT ON
LA PRENSA READERSHIP
La Prensa has been publishing since 1989 and
prints 12,000 issues of its weekly, bilingual issue as
can be verified by calling our printer Michigan Web
of Lapeer MI at 810-664-7403. In addition, the first
week of every month, La Prensa is part of the weekly
publication Lazo Cultural, which prints 5,000. La
Prensa has a 92% pick up rate with a readership
multiple of 3.6, yielding in a total weekly reader-
ship figure of 67,304 for the first week of each month,
including 11,000 weekly at www.laprensa1.com.

• ¡e-Prensa!  Over 2,500 read the digital version of La Prensa at www.laprensa1.com. Email laprensa1@yahoo.com to subscribe •

La Prensa is interested in journalistic/holistic/paranormal
articles, essays, commentaries, healing-thought-pieces, po-
ems, cartoons, art, photos, puzzles and other brainbashers,
songs, and other provocative items, for possible publication in
the weekly, bilingual publication known as La Prensa, publish-
ing since 1989. We also post many of these items on our web
site at www.laprensa1.com.  We pay $$$ for these published
items. Bilingualism preferred (Spanish/English).  For pos-
sible publication, please submit via email to
laprensa1@yahoo.com, attn: Rico.

It doesn’t exist unless you have read it in La Prensa—
Tinta con Sabor!

Writers, et al.Wanted

(Continua en la p. LP4)

La Prensa is in need of sales and distribution
personnel throughout Michigan and Ohio.
If you want to make extra money, contact Rico
at 313-729-4435 or 419-870-6565.

Carla’s Corner
(Continuación de p. LP1)
mano, al salir del
gimnasio el dia de
navidad.

3. Barron Hilton dijo
que sus 2.300 millones
de dólares serán
destinados a la
fundación que creó su
padre antes de morir, por
lo que sus nietas no
gozarían de ninguna
herencia.

“Mi patrimonio per-
sonal (…) es
actualmente de unos
2.300 millones de dólares, y no importa
qué valor tendrá cuando muera. Tengo la
intención, siguiendo el ejemplo de mi
padre, de legar el 97 por ciento de mis
bienes a la Fundación Conrad N. Hilton”,
dijo Barron Hilton, de 80 años.

La fundación creada en 1944 por el
magnate hotelero Conrad Hilton brinda
respaldo ante todo a proyectos de ayuda
a largo plazo para niños y discapaci-
tados en todo el mundo.

4.La belleza de la cantante Jesica
Simpson llego hasta tierras rusas donde
un sitio de internet hizo mal uso de su
imagen al anunciar con su fotografía los
servicios de señoritas acompañantes
disponibles las 24 horas.La cantante
texana ya inició la demanda por uso
indebido de su imagen y por difamación.
Además, descubrió que la empresa en

cuestión no sólo está usando su fotografía
en internet, sino también en periódicos y
revistas de Rusia.

5. Ni las famosas se salvan
de caer en las garras de los
patanes, ese el caso de Lind-
say Lohan.Riley Giles, ex de
Lindsay, está vendiendo una
serie de fotografías personales
donde sale posando a lado de
la actriz.Giles ha logrado
vender las imágenes a
distintos medios de
comunicación, que incluye
una donde se ve a Lohan
delante de un espejo.Riley
declaró al semanario News of
the World que Lindsay cambió

su adicción a las drogas por el sexo.El ex
también aseguró que alguna vez tuvieron
relaciones sexuales cuatro veces
seguidas.
Los mejores chistes de la semana

• Estaba un hombre viendo la
televisión, y llega su esposa y le empieza
a contar lo que había hecho en el día. El
marido le dice:

Sabes mi amor, cuando oigo tu voz,
recuerdo el mar.

Y la esposa muy emocionada le
pregunta:

¿Por qué mi voz te recuerda el mar?
Y el marido le responde:

Porque tu voz me marea.

• Resulta que un tipo vuelve a su casa
después de haber estado con su amante y

Jessica Alba
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Martes y Jueves 1-6
Sabado 12-5 y Domingo 12-4We have moved up Hill Ave.

so we could add 5,000 sq. ft.
to serve your needs.

2742 HILL AVE.
TOLEDO, OHIO

800-233-0142
419-534-2074

SUPPLIERS OF
MEXICAN FOOD

PRODUCTS

mientras se estaba arreglando, se ve
un terrible rasguño. Preocupado el
tipo entra a la casa y justo ve pasar al
gato, entonces le pega una terrible
patada y el gato sale volando y
gritando: ¡Miaaauuuuu!

Entonces, viene la mujer corriendo
y le dice:

Pero, querido, ¿Qué pasó?
Nada, este gato que me atacó y me

rasguñó.
Sí, mi amor, mátalo, mátalo, que a

mí me dejó un terrible chupete en el
cuello.

• Éste era un niño que va en su
bicicleta y le dice a su madre:

-¡Mamá!, ¡Mamá sin manos!-,
soltando el timón.
-¡Mamá!, !Mamá sin piernas!-,
separando los pies de los pedales.
En eso se cae de cara, se levanta y
dice:

-¡Mamá!, ¡Mamá sin dientes!.

• Llega el hijo después de jugar un
partido de fútbol a su casa y le dice a
su padre:

Papá, me jugué el mejor partido de
mi vida, hice 3 goles.

Y le pregunta el papá:
Y mijo, ¿a cuánto quedaron?
¡Perdimos 2-1!

La Paloma in Toledo, says the popular
south end store has been maintaining its
sales prices at $7.00 per dozen even
though the prices for corn-related prod-
ucts have sharply increased. The Pérez
family has been in business as a bakery—
which also sells a variety of Latin prod-
ucts including hot, fresh tamales—for 25
years.

Prices for a dozen tamales at El Aguila
in Fremont, Ohio are $7.75. According to
co-owner Felicia Obregón, “our tamales
are offered every day and can be pur-
chased with hot or mild seasoning.” El
Aguila has been in business for 35 years
and while machine wrapped this favorite
Christmas dish is made at the bakery,
which is located at 1810 W. State Street.

Santiago Martínez, owner of Toledo-
based La Perla, informed La Prensa that
La Perla sells a dozen tamales for $8.00,
with the rising corn prices being the rea-
son for recent increases. La Perla is a
Midwest wholesaler of tortilla and masa-
based products, but it will also manufac-
ture flour tortillas in about one month. La
Perla also has a retail outlet of Latino
products on Hill Avenue.

Just how the price hikes will ultimately
affect the tamal, or the tortilla industry for
that matter, remains to be seen, but tamal
and tortilla makers say there doesn’t seem
to be an end in sight.

“It affects everybody who deals in
corn-related products,” Javier Angel, co-
owner of El Camino Restaurant (West
Toledo) and El Camino Sky Restaurant
(Oregon, Ohio).

Rico de La Prensa contributed to this
report.

Increased maíz/corn
costs
(Continued from LP1)


