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CHIP s annual political forum: to the left are US Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, moderator David Arredondo, Lorain
Model United Nations student Tiffany McClelland, US Congressman Dennis Kucinich, and Graham Veysey.

CHIP: Kaptur, Kucinich, and “Joe the Plumber” debate

immigration reform, jobs
By Ingrid Marie Rivera, La Prensa Correspondent

LORAIN,Feb.22,2012: U.S.
Rep Marcy Kaptur (D Toledo)
is still under fire for voting
againstthe DREAM Actin2010.

This time the critique came
during a debate in Lorain from
U.S. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-
Cleveland) and Cleveland
Democratic entrepreneur Gra-
ham Veysey, her contenders for
the 9™ district seat.

The newly redrawn, Lake
Erie-bordering 9th district seat
stretches from Toledo to Cleve-
land to include parts of
Cuyahoga, Lorain, Ottawa, Erie,
and Lucas counties.

The 12th annual Coalition
for Hispanic/Latino Issues and
Progress(CHIP)primary candi-
dates’ debate welcomed a few
hundred people including a
handful of veterans, at Lorain’s
St.Joseph Center,Feb.22,2012.

Contested primary election
candidates forthe U.S. Congress
7" and 9" districts of Ohio and
Lorain County Commissioner
hopefuls participated. The 7
district includes Avon, North
Ridgeville, and Wellington.

Kucinich, who voted in fa-
vorof the DREAM Actin 2010,
asked Kapturtoexplain her vote.

Kaptur said she voted
against it because she believes
incomprehensive immigration
reform and because it singles
out Latino immigrants.

She has previously said it
would allow immigration offi-
cials to more aggressively tar-
get the parents of those
DREAMers, and forceinvasive
family screenings.

‘While she spoke, Kucinich
shook his head expressing his
dissatisfaction with her re-
sponse.

Kucinich responded “my
friend’s explanation seems to
say that well, because there is a
perception that it benefited
Latinos the most, we simply
couldn’tletthathappen. Imean
the fact is that it benefited ev-
eryone.”

Veysey said he too supports
the DREAM Actandalsonoted
Kaptur’s disapproval vote.

Thebill, which passedinthe
House but tabled in the Senate,
would have created a pathway
to citizenship for qualifying
undocumented youth brought
to the U.S. as children, attend-
ing college or the military,
among other requirements.

Economic Growth

Asthenation faces debt, the
9™ district hopefuls shared
ways they would improve their
district’s economy and restore
faith in the U.S. Congress.

“For too long Congress has
been more about scoring po-
litical points than finding
policysolutions,”said Veysey,
29, “But what I'm offering is a
fresh face with fresh ideas.”

Kaptur, 65, (current D-9"
district) a 15-term congress-
woman, has opposed the North
American Free Trade Agree-
ment(NAFTA )because she said
it cost the U.S. jobs, and op-
posed the Iraq War, but sup-
ported the Afghanistan War.

“I’'m the jobs Democrat in
this race,” she said I also be-
lieve that I'm the candidate on
my side of the aisle that knows
the district best.”

Kaptur, who has alsorepre-
sented parts of Lorain County,
said she is the best candidate
because of her “record of real
results”including bettering the
Port of Lorain and saving the
U.S. auto industry and steel
jobsin the region. She said she
supports the Keystone pipe-

line project that would import
oil from Canada, and createjobs.

Kaptur, Kucinich, and
Veysey agreedinfederally fund-
ing commuter rail linking To-
ledo, Lorain, Cleveland, and
Sandusky.

Kucinich, 65, (D-10th dis-
trict) an 8-term congressman
and former Cleveland mayor
with two unsuccessful runs for
president, has been greatly anti-
war condemning both the Iraq
and Afghanistan wars, and has
proposed laws for universal
health care. He reminded the
public of his position of those
issues Wednesday night, and
vowed to make education “a
top priority” in the country.

“We have an obligation to
young Americans and to their
parents right now to make sure”
that there are jobs, health care,
education and retirement secu-
rity for all, Kucinich said.

Kucinichsaidhealsohelped
tosave Lorain’s Republic Steel
jobs and NASA jobs, and plans
to secure funds to finish the
Second Inner Belt Bridge in
Cleveland.

Kapturis the second ranking
Democrat onthe House Appro-
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priations Committee, which
writes annual federal spend-
ing bills.

She said she would secure
funds to protect the arts, the
food sector, sensor industry
and advanced energy in her
district.

Lorain Arts Council Presi-
dent Antonio Barrios said “1
can’t tell you how excited we
are,”for Kaptur’s support, like
helping them with grant appli-
cations.

Kaptursaid she would pass
laws that protect the Black
River and prevent added pol-
lution and Asian Carp from
entering Lake Erie.

Veysey said education is
one way to solve the rising
poverty rates in Toledo and
Cleveland. “The war on pov-
ertyisbeinglosthereathome,”
he said.

“I"'m running for Congress
justbecauseit’saDavid versus
two Goliaths;” Veysey con-
tinued: “they might be strong
butI’llbe more nimble; Imight
be outspent but I'm going to
outhustle.”

Republican candidates
fortheNorthCoastDistrict

The Republican contend-
ers for the 9" district seat
Samuel Wurzelbacher known
as“Joetheplumber,”and Steve
Kraus also debated.

‘Wurzelbacher, born in To-
ledo and from Springfield
Township, and Kraus, from
Huron, said they oppose feder-
ally funding school districts or
the commuter trainsystem, but
prefer local funding sources.

Kraus,anIraq War Veteran,
said commuter rail is neces-
sary and would supportitif his
constituency agrees.

‘Wurzelbacher, wearing a
casual shirt and jeans, said:
“We’ve got to get back to the
consumer and the private mar-
ket driving forces instead of
the federal government and
the state government saying
they know what’s best.”

Both candidates said they
support extracting natural gas
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by hydraulic fracturing, say-
ing it would create jobs and
make the country energy inde-
pendent.

“There is so much abun-
dant natural energy,” in Ohio
under Lake Erie, Kraus said;
also, “We can safely harvest
and export it,” and overnight
become “the Saudi Arabia of
natural gas.”

Republican running for the
7™ District seat, Hombre
Liggett,from Dover, a Chris-
tian pastor for over 19 years,
said he opposes the federal
government mandating school
districts or what health insur-
ance companies should pro-
vide, and instead said indi-
viduals should decide.

His contender Congress-
man Bob Gibbs (R-Lakeville)
did not attend.

Alsospeaking weresupport-
ers for the Republican Presi-
dential hopefuls Ron Paul, Mitt
Romney, and Rick Santorum,
and Domestic Relations Judge
hopetuls for the Court of Com-
mon Pleas attended.

The two incumbent Lorain
County Commissioners Ted
Kalo and Lori Kokoski, Demo-
crats, said they believe St. Joe’s
Center will survive despite its
financial problems.

Kokoski’s opponents,
formerElyriaMayor Bill Grace
and former county sherift’s
Capt. Rich Resendez, said the
center, which houses a Veter-
ans office and LCCC campus
extension, needs to be pro-
tected.

Berry Taylor,Kalo’s oppo-
nent, said the county needs to
know if the center is viable
before funding it further.

The forum will be televised
up to the March 6 primary on
LCCC’s channel and Lorain
City Schools channel.

See La Prensa’s Videos at:
http://www.youtube.com/
user/LaPrensaWeekly
To see how your Rep voted on
the DREAM Act, go to: http:/
/politics.nytimes.com/con-
gress/votes/111/house/2/625

Lorain: With primary
elections just around the po-
litical corner, candidates are
out canvassing neighbor-
hoods to make one last pitch
for votes.

U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur
(D-Toledo) took the oppor-
tunity to meet with Latinos
in the City of Lorain on
Monday, February 27,2012,
accompanied by Congress-
woman Loretta Sanchez (D-
CA).

As a result of redistrict-
ing, the City of Lorainis now
included in the 9" District.
SheandfellowdemocratU.S.
Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-
Cleveland) will face off
March6", vying for the same
votes. With a 25 percent

Latino population in Lorain,
the community plays a critical
role in shaping its future and
Congressional representation.

Kaptur met with students
and administrators of Frank
Jacinto Elementary School,
Lorain Veteran’s Administra-
tion OutpatientClinicand Valor
House, lunched at El Arriero
Mexican Restaurant, and
toured El Centro de Servicios
Sociales, Inc.

Kaptur said she works with
the community and its leaders
for the best possible solutions
and what sets her apart from
Kucinich is: “Real results.”

Congresswoman Sdnchez
said their voting records mirror
eachother; she praised Kaptur’s
work ethics and said she cares

about the communities she
serves and brings forth practi-
cal solutions and ideas.

Sénchez advises Kaptur to
listen closely to the concerns
of the Latino communities—
“We don’t ask for much but
when we doit is of real impor-
tance,” Sanchez said.

But Congresswoman
Kaptur’s voting record di-
verges from Sanchez’s [and
Kucinich’s] in one important
aspect— on the Development,
Relief and Education for Alien
Minors Act (the DREAM Act,
updated HR 5281), wherein
Sénchez voted for and Kaptur
voted against. Kaptur ex-
plained the legislation’s focus
was too narrow and did not
address the greater problem, “I

believe in comprehensive im-
migration reform.” She said
immigration affects all
ethnicities and the solution
should encompass all those
impacted.

Yet, areview of the bill that
passed the House on December
8, 2010 reveals that all immi-
grants/aliens—who met strict
requirements—were included,
not just Latinos.

Sénchez said the lack of the
ultimate Senatorial support in
December of 2010 renders the
DREAM Act moot, and is used
as a smoke screen to divert at-
tentionfromcomprehensiveim-
migration reform. She said the
anger is frustrating; “I explain
tostudentsthey arebeingused.”

Another one of her col-

Congresswomen Kaptur, Sanchez greet Lorain Latinos before primary March 6

Congressmen Kucinich, Gutiérrez visit March 1
By Arooj Ashraf, La Prensa Correspondent

leagues—Congressman Luis
Gutiérrez of Illinois—dis-
agrees. Gutiérrez will visitboth
Lorain and Toledo this week
to explain why the DREAM
Act should have become law
and how the vast majority of
Latinos support the DREAM
Act.

Victor Leandry, Executive
Director of El Centro, said the
issue of DREAM Act is un-
likely to sway voters’ opinion
in the city. He said while voter
registration and participation
has increased over the years it
remainsbelow its potential and
votersarelikely tocastinfavor
of the candidate they relate to
more at a personal level. He
said voter advocacy and edu-
cation needs to be strength-

ened so they begin to ask
questions and hold elected
officialsaccountable for their
campaign promises. “Voters
arenotready to follow issues
and ask candidates why they
are taking the positions they
are,” he said.

Leandry said the popula-
tion has previously been ne-
glected but is beginning to
wake up and take a more
active role in civic engage-
ment with the commitment
of several organizations and
agencies like the Coalition
for Hispanic/Latino Issues
and Progress (CHIP).
“People are beginning to
understand voting is not just
aright but a responsibility,”
he said.
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Feb. 24, 2012: Graham
Veysey may be a political
newcomer, but he’s running
anaggressive Congressional
campaign against two long-
time Democratic heavy-
weightsin Marcy Kapturand
Dennis Kucinichfor the new
Ninth District seat. Many
have dubbed it a David vs.
Goliath 2 uphill fight.

Proclaiming he’s “play-
ing to win,” Veysey may
serve in the spoiler role, tak-
ing votes from Ms. Kaptur
and Kucinich, whomhe con-
stantly points out have
served in Congress for more
than 40 years combined.

Even campaign staffers
from the rival camps ac-
knowledge Veysey will be a
factor in the race.

Steve Fought, a strategist
and spokesman for Ms.
Kaptur’s campaign recently
told the Cleveland Plain
Dealer he believes Veysey
may hurt both veteran Con-
gressional representatives.

“I think he’ll cut into
both,” Fought said to the
Plain Dealer. “He’ll cut into
part of the anti-Kucinich
vote. He’llalso cutinto some
of the more traditional, re-
flective Democratic vote. I
think it’s a wash.”

Veysey hasused his youth
as a selling point in his cam-
paignandtosethimselfapart
from the two incumbents.

“It’s not just a genera-
tional difference, but
policy  differences,”
Veysey told La Prensa in
an interview following a
Toledo debate.

Veysey definitely drew
the ire of Ms. Kaptur during
a debate by referring to her
and Kucinich as “Creatures
of Congress.”

“Itake offense at that last
comment,” she fired back. “T
don’t appreciate the dispar-
aging remarks about the leg-
islative branch.”

The 29-year old Cleve-
land entrepreneuris not shy
about addressing political
issues thataffect the Latino
community along Ohio’s
NorthCoast—a group
some political analysts
believe will decide the

DREAMACct

In an interview following
the Toledo debate—the fifth
such event in five days—
Veysey outlined his views on
the DREAM Act, immigra-
tion, and other important is-
sues affecting Latinos. None
of those topics came up dur-
ing the televised Toledo de-
bate Friday evening.

Veysey said he “would
champion” the DREAM Act
in Congress if elected, saying
it should be reintroduced in
the House, where it passed in
late 2010. Lacking the 60 nec-
essary votes to prevent a fili-
buster, the Senate leadership
declined to place the biparti-
san legislation— which
would provide educational
opportunities for the children
of undocumented immi-
grants—for vote.

“Despite Ms. Kaptur vot-
ing against it, we should push
it in the Senate so that we
actually can have a DREAM
Act that’s a reality,” he said.

Veysey stated without the
DREAM Act, we are “invest-
ing with our tax dollars, then
turning our backs” on young
people whose parents brought
them to the U.S. as children to
seek a better life.

Veysey also stated Con-
gress should pass the Startup
Act, which he said has biparti-
san support, but not from his
two primary opponents.

While the act’s main focus
centers on startup businesses
that require heavy infusions
of capital to create jobs, there
is a component of the legisla-
tion that would benefit immi-
grants with visas. The Startup
Act proposes to welcome im-
migrants capable of building
high-growth companies to the
United States by providing
“entrepreneur visas” and green
cards forthose with degrees in
science, technology, engi-
neering, and math.

“If you’ve got capital,
you’re looking for an exten-
sion on your visa, and you’re
willingtohire American work-
ers, you can stay in this coun-
try,” he explained. “It’s not
justmakingsense becauseit’s
the right thing to do. We're a
nationof immigrants. Itmakes
sense economically because

Veysey challenges Kaptur, Kucinich for

NorthCoast congressional seat
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

A Graham Veysey
i

wecancreate more American
jobs and bring more dollars
to this economy.”

Veysey stated the federal
governmentalsomustaddress
comprehensive immigration
reform.

“Thatetheterm ‘alien’and
unfortunately, you hear that
term thrown around often,”
he said. “The truth is, we are
a nation of immigrants. We
need comprehensive immi-
gration reform all through-
out the system. You look at
kids who comeinto this coun-
try as infants: they’re going
to get kicked out after we
invest in them with our pub-
lichighschools, colleges,and
universities.”

Veysey stated there must
be a consistent path to citi-
zenship, citinghis own grand-
father as “‘somebody who
came to this country asanon-
citizen who worked to get
that path to citizenship and
died a proud American.”

“We need to open the
doors so that we have sen-
sible immigration policy so
that people who want to con-
tribute to our society can,” he
said.

“I think we need to give
undocumented workers that
pathway to citizenship; that
we’ve all got an ability to
play by the rules, and be a
system where they can con-
tribute to society. Right now
we are ‘haves’ and ‘have-
nots.” We need to focus on a
solution. We have people at
our borders dying trying to
get into this country. If we
had a sensible approach, you
wouldn’t have them giving
the ultimate sacrifice to try to
come to America to live the
AmericanDream.”

“The NorthCoast is the

(Continued on Page 11)

March primary.
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NorthCoast Congressional candidates clash at
Woodward HS debate

By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

Toledo, Feb. 24, 2012: The
last in a series of debates before
the March primary proved to be
the most contentious, as three
candidates hashed it out for the
right to represent the newly-re-
drawn Ninth Congressional dis-
trict, which stretches along the
north-coast of Lake Erie from
Toledo to the western edge of
Cleveland.

Two long-time congres-
sional colleagues squared off
against each other and a third
newcomer at Woodward High
School Friday night in a tele-
vised debate. Marcy Kaptur,
Dennis Kucinich, and Graham
Veysey each tried to convince
voters why they are the right
Democratic choice in the up-
coming March primary.

Incumbent Congresswoman
Marcy Kaptur labeled herself
“thejobs Democrat”inheropen-
ing remarks and told the tele-
vised audience that she is the
“only candidate who actually
lives in the district” and referred
to her opponents as “visitors.”

In his opening statement,
Kucinich made a play for the
minority vote by pointing out
February asBlack History Month
and making an indirect refer-
ence to the DREAM Act, which
hesupportsand Ms. Kapturvoted
against.

“We need to remember that
the wholecivil rights movement
is about striving upwards, not
justfor collective advancement,
but that individuals can break
free from cultural restraints, and
be anything they want to be in
this country,” he said. “But the
country has to have the ability to
create the structures to make it
possible for people to have the
education that they desire.”

Veysey repeatedly used the
term “fresh” to describe his can-
didacy. Healsocalled theMarch
primary a referendum on Con-
gress, which he stated is “bro-
ken.”

“We need a fresh face witha
fresh alternative bringing fresh
ideas,” he said. At a Cleveland
debate, he had previously re-
ferred to Kaptur as Congress-
woman Status and Kucinich as
Congressman Quo. He had
called both “Creatures of Con-
gress.”

Supporters of eachcandidate
were scattered throughout the
auditorium, some visibly sup-
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porting their favorite by wear-
ing T-shirts or buttons. A hand-
ful of Latinos satin the audience
wearing bright yellow “Viva
Kucinich” shirts. About 150
people attended in person.

Kucinichdemanded anapol-
ogy from Ms. Kaptur for an ad
her campaign is running in the
Cleveland area, which accuses
him of voting against $42 mil-
lion worth of new manufactur-
ing jobs, as well as rejected
spending for veterans and se-
niors. A political watchdog
group called the ad “mislead-
ing.”

Ms. Kaptur defended the ad,
saying her Congressional col-
league has “to claim responsi-
bility for where he voted no.”

“Those are the facts, those
are the votes, and we stand be-
hind them,” said Ms. Kaptur to
loud applause.

Kucinich called it “an issue
of characterifyou’renot willing
to admit your mistakes.”

“That was a mistake at the
best and a lie at the worst,” he
said about the campaign ad.

“This is an example of two
careerpoliticians whohave been
incumbents for a combined 70
years,” Veysey said. “They’re
more interested in scoring po-
litical points than finding policy
solutions. They’ve lost touch
with reality and this whole
squabble is an example of that.”

13-ABC anchor Diane
Larsonservedasmoderator. The
panelof journalists asking ques-
tions included her WTVG col-
leagues Lee Conklin and Bill
Hormann, as well as Toledo
Blade political reporter Tom
Troy.

Other topics at the debate
included the federal deficit, the
troubled Davis-Besse nuclear
power plant, religion-based
health care insurance providers
being forced to provide their
employees contraception,
health-care reform in general,
poverty, and education.

“I will watch them like a
hawk,” said Kucinich of the
management at the nuclear
powerstation. Hehadpreviously
calledforthe nuclearpowerplant
to be shut down.

Ms. Kaptur called her oppo-
nents “Johnny-come-lately” to
the fight to keep Davis-Besse
safe.

Thedebate, attimes, reached

metaphorical terms. Veysey
talked about “climbing moun-
tains” as a political newcomer
against the veteran Congress-
man. Kucinich mentioned “slay-
ing the dragons” of war, a refer-
ence to his opposition of the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Ms. Kaptur emphasized her
number tworole on the powerful
Appropriations Committee, so
that she can continue to bring
federal dollars back to the district
through legislation such as Great
Lakes restoration. Kucinich
countered that since there are no
more Congressional earmarks,
her role on that committee
doesn’t matter anymore.

“The fact is no matter what
committees you sit on and no
matter how many years you’'ve
been in Congress, we're still in
this fiscal crisis,” said Veysey.
“That’s the reality check.”

The recent announcement
that the federal postal sorting
center in Toledo will close be-
came a topic of debate as well.
That proposed closure will cost
more than 350 people their jobs.

Veysey has labeled his oppo-
nents the “one-two poverty
punch.” He mentioned speak-
ing to voters in one of the poorest
census tracts in North Toledo
over the past week. He called for
a“two-prongapproach”tobreak-
ing the cycle of poverty, includ-
ing improved early childhood
development.

Ms. Kaptur vehemently de-
fended her record fighting pov-
erty, especially in the North To-
ledo area surrounding Wood-
ward High School, which she
labeled “the Bush Street neigh-
borhood.” She rattled off a long
listof federally-assisted efforts to
help impoverished residents
there.

“I’ve spent my life trying to
rebuild this community and I
intend to keep on doing that,”
she said with force.

“Quit wasting money on
wars,” Kucinich said, noting
thosefederal funds could beredi-
rected to help poverty-stricken
communities like Toledo and
Cleveland.

Some of the questions were
submitted by viewers via
Facebook. One dealt with rising
gas prices and their positions on
the construction of the Keystone
Pipelinethatwasrecently rejected
by President Obama.

Ms. Kaptur and Kucinich
eachreferredtoeachotheras“my
friend,” but their exchanges over
the war in Iraq and Afghanistan
became very tense. Itwas pointed
out that none of the bills spon-
sored or introduced by either
member of the House have be-
come law in a Republican-con-
trolled Congress.

Woodward principal Emilio
Ramirez stated he was pleased
the newly-constructed high
school could serve as a commu-
nity showcase for the debate.

“We’ve been open for 14
months, thisis oursecond yearin
thebuilding,” Ramirezsaid. “It’s
good to bring publicity and bring
the community in here.”

‘Woodward High School gov-
ernmentstudents servedas greet-
ers at the debate. Some of those
students were seated in the audi-
enceasahomework assignment.
Some of theirteachers accompa-
nied them.

“Ourkids are in the audience
tobemoreactiveandhear what’s
going on in America,” noted
Ramirez. “It’s good for us, good
for the kids.”

To see how your Rep voted,
go to: http://
politics.nytimes.com/congress/
votes/111/house/2/625
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March 23-25

Dearborn: Direct, engaged,
and compassionate dialogue
isanecessary ingredient for all
peaceful relationships to flour-
ish, according to Steve
Olweean, director of the Com-
mon Bond Institute and coor-
dinator of the 4" Annual Inter-
national Conference on Reli-
gion, Conflict, and Peace
(RCP): “Walking the Talk to
Compassion and Harmony.”

Henry Ford Community
College (HFCC) serves as the
host and as one of the sponsors
of the RCP Conference, which
takes place March 23-25,2012
inthe Andrew A. Mazzara Ad-
ministrative Services and Con-
ference Center (ASCC) on the
main campus.

Additional sponsors in-
clude: the Common Bond In-
stitute, People’s Peace Fund,
the International Humanistic
Psychology Association and
Parashakthi Temple. This con-
ference is supported by the
Council of Islamic Organiza-
tions of Michigan and en-
dorsed by more than 100 inter-
national universities and orga-
nizations. In addition, this
three-day event is an official
partner of the Charter for Com-
passion and the Parliament of
World’s Religions.

The RCP Conference, es-
tablished as an annual event in
Michigan since 2009, pro-
motes inter-religious and in-
tra-religious dialogue in an
efforttoexplore the challenges
of social paranoia, intolerance,
negative stereotyping,
scapegoating, racism, hate
crimes, Islamophobia, and its
effects onall communities. Itis
designed to raise awareness on
how to better understand and
appreciate spiritual practice as
a means for working toward

La Prensa—Michigan

Henry Ford Community College hosts
conference on religion, conflict, and peace,

peace and healing in these
challenging times instead of
division and polarity.

This year’s program in-
cludes efforts to address the
relationship between rising
Islamophobia and rising anti-
Semitism, racism, and anti-
immigrant / anti-minority
sentiments—how targeting
and scapegoating one group
withnegative stereotypes and
hate acts increases the same
toward other minority groups.

The conference will also
explore action plans for com-
munities to work together in
educating and sensitizing the
public. In addition, “Walk-
ing the Talk to Compassion
and Harmony” will examine
the emotional and psycho-
logical distress individuals
and groups experience as a
result of being targeted, how
this affects relationships
within and between commu-
nities, and how counseling
professionals and clergy can
work together to alleviate this
distress.

Attracting participants
from across the United States
and other countries, the RCP
Conference works to raise
public awareness and stimu-
late proactive efforts at im-
proving relations between
and within communities.
More than 40 presenters will
examineabroadrange of chal-
lenging questions and dilem-
mas, as well as explore practi-
cal ways to increase under-
standing and compassion —
putting those principles into
practice.

Among the speakers and
authors is renowned inter-re-
ligious scholar Huston Smith.
Groups will also be brought
infromcountriesinthe Middle

East for live two-way partici-
pation through video link-ups.
The three-day program in-
cludes keynotes, breakout
workshops, topical panels,
daily facilitated dialogue and
action planning groups, on-
siteblogging, evening cultural
events, multicultural commu-
nity, and rich networking for
building collaborative action
beyond the conference.

“Our goal is to promote the
religious experience as a heal-
ing remedy rather than prob-
lem. To do this, it is important
to look within ourselves as
well as at other religions. The
reality is religious and cul-
tural communities share both
commondilemmas and capac-
ity to transform these dilem-
mas into a shared conscious-
ness of peace, one based on
understanding, familiarity,
and appreciation, not on fear
of theunknown other. Weeach
carry a piece of the problem
and a piece of the solution, so
engaging each other in com-
passionate dialogueis notonly
reasonable, it’s absolutely es-
sential,” said Olweean.

HFCC students can attend
for free. For more information
and to register, please visit the
CBI website at
www.cbiworld.org/Pages/
Conferences_RCP_Fees.htm
or call Steve Olweean at 269-
665-9393, or call William
Secrest at 313.845.6441.
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Prison Art exhibit celebrates 17" year at

University of Michigan

ANN ARBOR: The
Prison Creative Arts
Project (PCAP) presents
the Seventeenth Annual
Exhibition of Artby Michi-
gan Prisoners. Running
from March 20 — April 4,
2012, the show will be held
at the Duderstadt Center
Gallery on the University
of Michigan North Cam-
pusat2281 Bonisteel Bou-
levard.

Over the past 17 years,
this nationally recognized
show has grown to be the
largest exhibition of pris-
onerartin the country. This
year’s exhibition will in-
clude more than 300 works
of art by over 200 artists,
shedding light on the tal-
ents to be found behind
prison walls and encour-
aging the public to take a
second look.

Free and open to the
public, the exhibition and
surrounding educational
eventsraise awareness and
inspire dialogue between
the incarcerated and the
community at large. The
public is invited to an
opening reception on
March 20th from 5:30 - 8
p.m. in the gallery. For-
merly incarcerated artists
who have now re-entered
into the community will

speak about what the show
means to those in prison.

Participating artists ex-
press gratitude to organizers
and gallery visitors alike,
stressing the show’s impact
on their lives and the com-
munity at large. “I believe
that your program gives the
public a glimpse into the
type of things that inspire
even the most downtrodden
of us all” writes one artist.
“When people see our work,
for afew moments, they for-
get that this work was done
by a felon, but by another
human being. A human be-
ing who has the same
thoughts, emotions, and in-
spirations as they do, and for
that one moment, a major
social and political barrier is
shattered.”

Despitelimited resources,
exhibition artists create work
in a rich range of styles, me-
diums, and themes. Visitors
return to the show year after
year to glimpse art that is
remarkable for its original-
ity, beauty, and sheer expres-
sive power. Last year, over
4,000 people came to the
exhibit. Organizers expect
even higher attendance this
year and an exciting array of
new work.

This year’s exhibition,
curated by Buzz Alexander,

Janie Paul, Sari Adelson,
and Jason Wright, exhib-
its work from over forty
prisons throughout the
state. The curator along
with various volunteers
travel to these prisons to
hand select the strongest
work from the artists. As a
result of this annual event,
the amount of art created in
Michigan prisons has in-
creased dramatically, and
Michigan prison artists
have become national lead-
ers, inspiring others to cre-
ate art behind bars.

The exhibition is to be
accompanied by the release
of the 4" Annual Literary
Review of Creative Writ-
ing by Michigan Prison-
ers, readings of works from
the publication by for-
merly incarcerated indi-
viduals are set to take place
both in Ann Arbor and in
the Detroit area, and youth
from Detroit will join us for
a dialog about what’s on
their minds, as they speak
about their lives and their
communities. For full
schedule of events please
contact the PRISON CRE-
ATIVE ARTS PROJECT.

Exhibition hours are 10
a.m.-7p.m. Tuesday - Sat-
urday, and 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday - Monday.

Hispanic/Latino Commission meets March 2

Lansing: The Hispanic/
Latino Commissionof Michi-
gan (formerly the Michigan
Commission on Spanish
Speaking Affairs/COSSA)
will meet in a public session
onMarch?2,2012, foraCom-
mission Meeting.

The meeting will be held
at La Sed Youth Center, 7150
W. Vernor Highway in De-
troit, from 10 am to 12 noon.

People with disabilities
requiring additional services

(such as materials in
alternative format) to
participate in the
meeting should call
Vicky Garciaat517/373-8339
atleasttwo business days prior
to the meeting. Please also use
this number for questions or to
request driving directions.
There will be an opportu-
nity for public comment at the
beginning of the meeting.
For more information on
the Commission, visit

www.michigan.gov/mder
and click on the “Commis-
sions” tab.
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FLOC pressures Mexican president on murder investigation
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

Feb. 21, 2012: The Farm
Labor Organizing Committee
(FLOC) is stepping up the
political  pressure on
Mexico’s president to do
something about the murder
four years ago of a FLOC la-
bor organizer.

FLOC has requested an
audience through diplomatic
channels with Mexico Presi-
dent C. Felipe Calderdn
Hinojosa as the fifth anniver-
sary approaches of the murder
of Santiago Rafael Cruz was
bound with rope and beaten
to death in the FLOC offices
in Monterrey, Nuevo Ledn,
where he worked as an orga-
nizer.

One suspect since has been
arrested, tried, and convicted
in Mexican court. While he is
serving a 23-year prison sen-
tence for his role in the Cruz
murder, two other suspects
remain at-large. FLOC
founder and President
Baldemar Veldsquez stated
his belief the murder was in
retaliation for FLOC’s work
tokeep migrant farm workers
from having to pay illegal
handlers large sums of money
they cannot afford to obtain
work visas in the U.S. and
transportation across the bor-
dertohelp harvest US-Ameri-
can-grown produce.

FLOC took out a full-page
ad last December in two ma-
jor Mexico City newspapers
in collaboration with the In-

ternational Union Federa-
tion, based in Geneva. The
ad took the form of a peti-
tion signed by some heavy
hitters in US-American and
international organized la-
bor, including the presidents
of the AFL-CIO, United
Auto Workers, United Steel-
workers of America, the
Teamsters, Communication
Workers of America, SEIU,
United Farm Workers of
America, and the Interna-
tional Union of Food,
among others.

“There can be no doubt
that this assassination was a
blatant act of intimidation
meant to stop the union from
aiding farmlaborers,” the
advertisement stated. “As
representatives of trade
union organizations on six
continents, we feel grave
concern for the lack of
progress in the investiga-
tion of this brutal crime.”

FLOC also held a com-
panion press conference in
the Zécalo, the main plaza
in the heart of the historic
center of Mexico City, DF,
hosted by that country’s
electrical union. The
farmworkers’ unionreleased
the petition at the event,
joined by Santiago Cruz’s
mother and his brother.

“We were protesting
Calderén’s attacks on
unions,” explained
Velasquez. “We had tents

there, kind of [
like Occupy
Wall Street.
Wehadtheen-
tire Zécalo
filled with

improve their
conditions.”

L1 “We keep
. |F'r‘ putting on pres-
sure on
Calderén. The

tents  and petition even
people and | calls for the fed-
rallied eral government
against the to take over the
anti-union investigation,”
policies of said Veldsquez.
Calderé6n.” “Because it’s

Following Santiago Rafael Cruz very apparent to

therally, Velasquez and other
union leaders loaded into a
van and delivered the peti-
tion to President Calderén
through his aides. The FLOC
president brought a stamped
copy back to Toledo where it
is framed and now hangs in
his office.

The newspaper ad also
took on political overtones
in the larger context of Mexi-
can labor laws.

“Webelieve that Santiago
Cruz’s murder represents the
rising tide of violence and
persecution of labor leaders
in Latin America,” the ad
stated. “Andin particular, we
are deeply concerned that
pro-military and anti-worker
reforms to Mexico’s national
security law and federal la-
bor law—currently under
consideration by the Mexi-
can Congress—will only ex-
acerbate the climate of inse-
curity, violence and impu-
nity in which workers seek to

- Busca Asilo
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us the state of Nueva Ledn is
dragging its feet and they’re
not going to seriously go af-
ter the other perpetrators of
the crime. Our attorney found
the names of the other two
accomplices and we turned
those in to the attorney
general’s office with the lo-
cations where they lived.
They’ve done nothing.”
Veldsquez and union lead-
ers have requested an audi-
ence with President Calderén
through the Mexican Consu-
late in Detroit. At least two
members of Ohio’s Congres-
sional delegation are trying
to help through the U.S. Em-
bassy in Mexico City, DF.
Congresswoman Marcy
Kaptur (D-9" District, Ohio)
continues to assist FLOC’s
efforts to reach a resolution
in the case. Ms. Kaptur indi-
cated during a lengthy inter-
view with La Prensalast week
she has met with the CIAinan
effort to pressure Mexican
security forces to assistin the

investigation. FLOC wants
the federal government to
take over the murder probe
from state police in Nuevo
Le6n, whom Veldsquez has
described as “corrupt.” He
even pointed out 70 police
officers have been arrested
on that force for ties to the
Mexican drug cartels.

“Who knows whether
they’re protecting people or
what,” Velasquez saidin frus-
tration. “Our hope is once
the federal government
takes over the investigation,
then maybe get some atten-
tion that way.”

The migrant
farmworkers” union hired a
well-known human rights
attorney Leonel Rivero
Rodrigueztoconductasepa-
rate, independent investiga-
tion in the case. That inves-
tigation uncovered addi-
tional evidence pointing to
theinvolvement of those two
other suspects, who have yet
to be detained for question-
ing in the case. Veldsquez
wants Mexican authorities
to expand their search out-
side Nuevo Ledn, because
he fears the two men are pur-
posely being sheltered else-
where to avoid prosecution.

“It is essential that the
Mexican authorities act de-
cisively to bring the murder-
ers of Santiago, and the mas-
terminds behind it, to jus-
tice,” the newspaper ad
stated. “Such action would

go far in reaffirming
Mexico’s commitment to
justice in this case, as well as
preventing new attacks
against people seeking to
exercise their internationally
recognized right to improve
their lives through labor or-
ganizing and collective bar-
gaining. Failure to act sends
the intolerable message that
criminals may carry out un-
speakable acts in Mexico
with impunity, and invites
the condemnation of the
world.”

FLOC obtained special
protection for other union
workers still in Monterrey
shortly after the Cruz murder
on April 7, 2007. But police
there initially said he was
killed in a dispute over a
woman and later told FLOC’s
attorney it was the result of a
drunken fight. Authorities in
Mexicoeven wentso faras to
claim Cruz was involved in
human trafficking.

But FLOC’s own investi-
gation showed the murder
was premeditated and
planned carefully, following
several threats of violence
against FLOC organizers
perceived to be interfering
with the lucrative illegal re-
cruitment of migrant work-
ers. Velasquez promised the
Cruz family FLOC would
never give up the fight for
justice and has worked tire-
lessly toward that cause ever
since.
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BGSU Lively Arts Calendar,
Feb. 29-March 4, 2012

Feb. 29—The Faculty
Scholar Series, featuring
research presentations by
BGSU music faculty, be-
gins at 8 p.m. in Bryan
Recital Hall of the Moore
Musical Arts Center. Free

March 1—Guest artist
Dan Strbal give a recital
onviolaat 8 p.m.inBryan
Recital Hall of the Moore
Musical Arts Center at
BGSU. Free

March 1—Caryl Crane
Children’s Theatre pre-
sents  the musical
“Hairspray,” directed by
Brian Marshall. The per-
formance begins at 7:30
p-m. in McBride Audito-
rium in the North Build-
ing onthe BGSU Firelands
campus. Ticket prices are
$9 for adults, $7 for se-
niors, and $5 for students;
to purchase, come to the
BGSU Firelands Box Of-
fice or call 419-372-0747.

March 2— Caryl
Crane Children’s Theatre
presents the musical
“Hairspray,” directed by
Brian Marshall. The per-
formance begins at 7:30
p.m. in McBride Audito-
rium in the North Build-
ingonthe BGSU Firelands
campus. Tick-
ets range from
$4-$9; to pur-
chase, come to

the BGSU Firelands Box
Office or call 419-372-
0747.

March 3—Caryl Crane
Children’s Theatre presents
the musical “Hairspray,”
directed by Brian Marshall.
The performance begins at
7:30 p.m. in McBride Au-
ditorium in the North
Building on the BGSU
Firelands campus. Tickets
range from $4-$9; to pur-
chase, come to the BGSU
Firelands Box Office or
call 419-372-0747.

March 3— St. Louis
sculptor Jill Downen will
discuss her work as part of
the BGSU ARTalks series.
Her presentation begins at
6:30 p.m. in 206 Bowen-
Thompson Student Union
(Theater). Free

March4—Caryl Crane
Children’s Theatre presents
the musical “Hairspray,”
directed by Brian Marshall.
The performance begins at
7:30 p.m. in McBride Au-
ditorium in the North
Building on the BGSU
Firelands campus. Tickets
range from $4-$9; to pur-
chase, come to the BGSU
Firelands Box Office or
call 419-372-0747.

SU.

Whitney Houston triunfé brevemente en el cine con *““The Bodyguard®

Por DAVID GERMAIN

LOS ANGELES, 12 de
febrero del 2012 (AP): La
carrera filmica de Whitney
Houston fue corta, con solo
tres interpretaciones en la
pantalla grande, pero
derivé en uno de los pocos
grandes éxitos romanticos
protagonizados por una
actriz negra.

Con Houston como una
estrella de musica pop y
Kevin Costner como el
protector que se enamora
de ella, “The Bodyguard”
(El Guardaespaldas), de
1992, recaud6 més de 121
millones de délares en
Estados Unidos y quedd
séptimaen lalistade éxitos
de taquilla de ese afio, de
acuerdo con la firma de
estudios de taquilla
Hollywood.com.

Al incluir en la
ecuacién la inflacién de
los precios de los boletos,
es el equivalente de un
éxito de taquilla de 230
millones de délares de hoy.
En todo el mundo, “The

uié

400 millones de délares.
“La mayoria de las
mujeres afroestadouni-
denses que han triunfado en
la taquilla han estado en
comedias. Usualmente se
piensa en Whoopi Goldberg
oQueen Latifah, se piensaen
comedia”, dijo el analista de
Hollywood.com Paul
Dergarabedian. “Whitney
Houston de verdad llevé muy
bien el peso de ser la
protagonista romdntica”.
Houston murié el sabado,
alos 48 afios, después de una
larga y tragica decadencia
porel abuso de las drogas, un
comportamiento erritico y
otros problemas personales.
Cuando filmé “The Body-
guard”, su debut
cinematografico, Houston
estaba en su apogeo, siete
anos después de su
fenomenal ascenso al
estrellato con su dlbum de-
but. Hollywood parecia otro
escenario  natural a
conquistar, y ella sacé
provecho de su magnifica
voz para la cancién mads
memorable de la pelicula, el
“cover” de la
p o ¢ o
conocida
cancién de
Dolly Parton
“IWill Always
Love You”,
que le vali6 a
Houston un
premio

Grammy.

Los criticos calificaron a
“The Bodyguard” como un
melodrama. El romance en-
tre una diva del pop y un ex
agente del Servicio Secreto
les pareci ridiculo.

El publico, sin embargo,
fue incapaz de resistirse,
atraido por la quimica entre
Houston y Costner, quien se
encontraba en la cima de su
popularidad tras el triunfo
de “Danza con lobos” en los
premios Oscar de 1990.

Tres anos después de “The
Bodyguard”, Houston
volvié a la pantalla junto a
Angela Bassett y Gregory
Hines en la pelicula
romantica “Waiting to Ex-

hale”, un éxito sélido que
recaudé 67 millones de
dolares a nivel nacional.

En 1996, Houston
actud junto a Denzel Wash-
ington en “The Preacher’s
Wife”, con una modesta
recaudacién de 48,1
millones de délares en
Estados Unidos.

Fue el ultimo papel
protagénico de Houston,
cuya carrera decayé en la
década de 1990.

Houston tenfa
pendiente un gran regreso
alapantalla grande con un
papel secundario en
“Sparkle”, cuyo estreno se
espera para mediados de
ano.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR,

As members of the Latino Community in District 9, we
admire that Congressman Dennis Kucinich has always been
supportive of issues impacting our community. As a Coun-
cilman in the City of Cleveland, as Mayor, and now as
Congressman, Dennis has always stood up for the betterment
of our community.

‘When the hospital on the west side of Cleveland, which
serves a large portion of the Latino community, was going
tocloseits doors, it was Dennis who stood up and pointed out
the need for the hospital. When LTV Steel was talking about
closing, it was Dennis who led the fight to help the steel mill.
‘When Hugo Boss was talking about closing, the only union
shop that makes suits in the City of Cleveland, it was Dennis
who saved hundreds of jobs.

Moreover, Dennis understands the importance of families, education, and having a good-
paying job. This is very important to the Latino community. Dennis supported the DREAM
Act for all Americans. Legislation that is good for our economy, our security, and our nation.
That’s why the DREAM Act has long enjoyed bipartisan support. It’s limited, targeted
legislation that will allow only the best and brightest young people to earn their legal status
after a rigorous and lengthy process. The DREAM Act will contribute to our military’s
recruitment efforts and readiness; it will make our country more competitive in the global
economy; it will allow our immigration and border security experts to focus on those who
pose a serious threat to our nation’s security; and it will have important economic benefits.
A recent UCLA study says that students that would be impacted by the DREAM Act could
add between $1.4 to $3.6 trillion in taxable income to our economy over the course of careers.
Our Hispanic leaders and members Hispanic organizations who advocates on furthering
education, economic and social betterment for our Latino community can appreciate such
Congressional representation.

Now is not the time to stand on politics, but rather on Democratic principles. Our district
needs someone who is courageous enough to stand up and speak for the working class and
those who need a voice in the community. Please join us in voting for Congressman Dennis
Kucinich on March 6.

Dennis Kucinich

Nellie Caraballo Lorain Milly Gonzdlez Lorain
Luis A. Gomez, Cleveland Janet Garcia Cleveland
Richard Romero Lorain Magda Gomez Cleveland
Jose (Mon) Rivera Lorain Art Garcia Lorain
Juanita Senquiz Lorain Angel Arroyo Lorain
Roberto Torres Cleveland “

Robert Roman Cleveland > 1

Wanda Navarro Cleveland

Rosalina (Rosie) Garcia Lorain
Danny Martinez Lorain
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White House Officials and Ohio Latinos discuss Immigration Reform, DREAM Act,
Talks also held on Economy, Education, Health Care

By Ingrid Marie Rivera, La Prensa Correspondent

ELYRIA,OH, Feb.18,2012:
Immigrationreformappeared to
garnerthe mostdebate at the first
‘White House Hispanic Commu-
nity Action Summit in Ohio
where roughly 350 people at-
tended. Other topics discussed
included education, the
economy and health care.

Latino leaders met with over
a dozen senior officials from
President Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration to discuss and find
solutions to topics important for
Latinos, at Lorain County Com-
munity College’s Spitzer Con-
ference Center, Elyria, Feb. 18,
2012. Theall-day summit, orga-
nized by the White House and
the Ohio Commission on His-
panic/Latino Affairs (OCHLA)
state agency, ran from 8:30 a.m.
to 4p.m.

Itisthe second time the White
House makes an appearance at
LCCC; Obama gave aspeechin
a townhall meeting there and
toured the school on Jan. 22,
2010.

LCCC President Dr. Roy
Church said “I'm absolutely
delighted to be a small part of
this wonderful gathering here
today. The notion of a commu-
nity action summit is music to
the ears of a community college
president. That is what commu-
nity colleges are all about.”

Lilleana Cavanaugh, execu-
tive director of OCHLA, said
Elyria was chosen for the sum-
mit because of its proximity to
the areas with the highest den-
sity of Latinos in Ohio. Latinos
makeup 3.1 percentinthe Buck-
eye State, a key state in this
year’s presidential elections.

Neighboring Elyria’s nearly
5 percent of Latinos, Lorain is
the city with the highest con-
centration of Latinos, making
up25.2 percentof the total popu-
lation. Although Latinos make
up 10 percent of the population
inCleveland, Latinos inits West
Side make up 41 percent;
Painesville is 22 percent, and
Toledo has roughly 7 percent,
according to 2010 Census fig-
ures.

Cavanaugh said OCHLA or-
ganized this event “to engage
our (Latino) community with
the leadership from the Obama
administration and the federal
government.”

Latinos in the U.S. have
reached more than 54 million,
including nearly 4 million in
Puerto Rico, composing 16 per-
cent of the country’s popula-
tion, and have become the
country’s largest and fastest-
growing minority group.
Roughly 12 million undocu-
mented immigrants live in the
U.S., comprising many Latinos.

Latinos throughout the na-
tion, who greatly supported
Obama in 2008, could again
play an important role in the
2012 presidential election.

Participants huddled in
groupsaround tables designated
fordebates ona variety of topics,
but the immigration issue ap-
peared to be the most popular
topic; talks foritranover4 hours
and were held in a separate well-
attended room. Plenty of Span-
ish-speaking interpreters were
present to translate most of the

talks.

U.S. representatives, state
senators and representatives,
other local politicians, teach-
ers, lawyers, students, immi-
grants, and visitors from all
throughout Northeast Ohio, the
state and even several neigh-
boring states were among the
crowd.

Immigration Reformand
theDREAM Act

U.S.Rep.Marcy Kaptur(D-
Toledo) and U.S. Rep. Dennis
Kucinich (D-Cleveland), con-
tenders for the remodeled 9th
district seat (covering from
partsof Toledoto Lorainand to
parts of Cleveland), made an
appearance and spoke at the
summit, both speaking attimes
in Spanish.

Kaptur, whorefrained from
voicing herownopinionsabout
specific issues during her brief
speech, said she attended to
hear Latinos’ concerns and de-
velop closer partnerships with
them.

Kucinich, who gave a
longer speech and more fre-
quently than Kaptur spoke in
Spanish, energetically vocal-
ized hissupportforthe DREAM
Act. Hesaidin Spanish “/think
Latinos areveryimportantciti-
zens to the future of the United
States.”

The DREAM Act passedin
the House 216 to 198 but then
failed to be voted on in the
Senate in December of 2010
[The sponsors lacked the nec-
essary 60 votes to overcome a
filibuster in the Senate].
Kucinich voted in favor of the
DREAM Act but Kaptur voted
against it.

Kaptur previously said she
voted againstthe DREAM Act
because it does not solve the
entire immigration issue; and
it allows immigration officials
to more aggressively target the

AN AMERICA BUILTTO LAST

Hispanic Community Action Summit

Julie Chdvez Rodriguez, Associate Director, White House Office of Public Engagement

tion entitled to them.
“There are no illegal broth-
ers; there are no illegal human
beings. We have to make sure
that we pursue a path that up-
holds all of us,” Kucinich said.
Participants asked about
prosecutorial discretion and if it
was indeed being granted to
qualifying undocumented im-
migrants. It would place non-
violent undocumented persons
that lack a serious criminal
record on a lower priority for
deportation if meeting certain
requirements.
Plus, debates arose on the

parents of controver-
those sial Secure
Commu-

The nities Pro-
bill pro- gram and
posed to the 287(g)
grant first program,
residency which
and then deputizes
citizen- local po-
ship to liceofficers
qualifying toactasim-
any un- migration
docu- agents.
mented 1 Amongthe
youth partici-
brought to pants,
theU.S. as some op-
children, posed the
of good programs
moral saying
character, they would
and en- Immigrant Rights Activist lead to ra-
rolled in a | p;r Torres, of Columbus, Ohio. cial profil-
univer- ing or civil

sity/college or serving in the
military among other require-
ments.

Kucinichsaid: “There are
accomplished young people
who are adversely affected
by current laws. This is why
the DREAM Actis soimpor-
tant for the rights of our chil-
dren, for the rights of immi-
grants.” He said there should
be alegal structure that makes
it possible to get the educa-

LATIND DAY

rights abuses. Others favored
them saying they would curb
violent or serious crimes. Re-
cently, federal immigration en-
forcement agents have pro-
posed to shut down the 287(g)
program.

Julie Chdvez Rodriguez, as-
sociate director, of the White
House Office of Public Engage-
ment, said insuring
prosecutorial discretion is
granted to those who qualify is

their goal but “full implemen-
u«xtionwillwkeaggressivetrain-
ing.”

Undocumented student
MarcoSaavedraandImmigrant
Rights Activist Nick Torres,
both help immigrants within
the faith communities in Ohio,
andbothmadesurethe DREAM
Act was properly discussed at
the summit. They quietly
cheered and smiled when
Kucinich mentioned it in his
speech. Saavedra later shared
his story with the crowd, saying
he would have benefited if the
DREAM Act bill had passed.

Torres and Saavedra asked
Kaptur in private if she would
reconsider voting for a future
DREAM Act. They said they
were motivated to hear she said
“maybe.”

Afterherspeech, Kaptursaid
“T"d support (the DREAM Act)
as part of a comprehensive im-
migration reform. What this
country needs is an initiative
where every group is treated
fairly.”

Torres, from Columbus, who
works with nonprofits and in
advocacy training, said he ap-
preciates Kaptur is willing to
reconsiderthe DREAM Actthat
“has enormous popularity
among Latinos,” especially
when her congressional district
has a high number of Latino
voters.

Saavedra, 22, from Cincin-
nati, graduated May 2011 with
a bachelor’s degree in Sociol-
ogy fromKenyonCollege. Born
in Oaxaca, Mexico, he came to
the U.S. at the age of 3 with his
parents. They and his two sis-
tersliveinNew York. Saavedra
founded and manages
UndocumentedOhio.com, a
site that lists undocumented
youthfacing deportation, aimed
to help them by sharing their
stories and by rallying support
to stop their deportations.

An undocumented person
can often feel frustrated and de-
pressed Saavedra said, but he
said he refuses to be afraid. He
advised other undocumented
immigrant students “to not lose
hope.”

Saavedra said he attended
the community forum hoping
to spread the message for the
need of immigration reform, to
make connections and hold the
‘White House accountable to its
policies. But Saavedra said he
questions the forum’s effective-
ness.

“Maybe in the most pessi-
mistic sense, it might just be
like abig PR gig to outreach the
Latino community” because
Ohio is a key state with many
Latinos, he said.

Saavedra continued: “There
are legitimate concerns being
voiced if not by immigrants
themselves by advocates or
friends of the immigrant com-
munity, particularly the un-
documented immigrant com-
munity.”

Torres said he was grateful
for the opportunity to talk to
federal officials onimmigration
reform, but would like to see
more undocumented immi-
grants attend.

“I think (the forum) was a
greatstart. IwouldneversayI'm
satisfied because I think that we
tend to become complacent. I
think we have to constantly
push for the better responsive
government that we want,”
Torres said.

Isabel Framer, certified court
interpreter and language access
consultant, said she also spent
more time at the community
summitamong theimmigration
reform discussions than other
topics. Framersaid she supports
the DREAM Act and compre-
hensive immigration reform.

“The DREAM Act, it does
strengthen our U.S economy,”

with the
Toledo Walleye

SATURDAY, March 24, 2012

Tickets are $15 each and are available onl|ne at
www.ticketreturn.com/prod2/Buy.asp?eventid=69494 and enter promo code LATINO

Framersaid “By allowing those
students to invest in an educa-
tion, we're investing in our fu-
ture and our economy.”

Framer said fixing the bro-
ken immigration system will
take a comprehensive reform
that includes looking into the
different sort of VISAs avail-
able, the shortage of judges in
immigration courts and more.

She added “today the bor-
der is as secure as it’s going to
get. Now it’s time to move for-
wardandstart working onother
areas,” like providing aneasier,
clearer legal path to citizen-
ship, she said.

Framerwas alsonominated
by President Barack Obama
and confirmed by the US Sen-
ate and currently serves as a
member of the board of direc-
tors of the State Justice insti-
tute and recently re-appointed
as commissioner to the
OCHLA; shesaid thatthe White
House Summit wasa greatsuc-
cess.

‘White House officials from
various federal departments
discussed Obama’s successes
and future plans forimproving
the economy and the educa-
tion system. They discussed
ways toimprove Latino access
tohighereducationandtoraise
Latino high school graduation
rates. The officials also ad-
dressed Obama’s Affordable
Care Act/Health Care plan that
promises to grant Latinos and
others greater access to health
care. Under its 2014 Afford-
able Insurance Exchange, it
will also allow individuals “to
shop around” for health cover-
agethatbestsuits theirneedsin
a private marketplace. See
more coverage of these sum-
mittopicsinarelated La Prensa
article to follow.

This is the 14" Hispanic
Summit the White House has
hosted throughout the nation
since July 2011. Their next
community forum stop is
March9,2012in San Antonio,
Texas.

SeeLaPrensa’s Videocov-
erage of this event at: http:/
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6Ej8JBVqRKg
See videos and more info. on
the summit online at
LaPlaza.net.
Related Internet: http://
www.laprensatoledo.com/
Stories/2011/010711/
dream.htm

Editor’s Note: OhioDemo-
cratsthatvoted forthe DREAM
Act include: Reps. Kucinich,
Sutton, Fudge, Kilroy, Ryan,
and Dreihaus; Ohio Democrats
thatvoted againstthe DREAM
Act include: Reps. Kaptur,
Boccieri, Space, and Wilson.
All Ohio Republicans voted

no.” Michigan Democrats
that voted forthe DREAM Act
include: Reps. Dingell,
Schauer, and Kildee. Michi-
gan Democrats that voted
against the DREAM Act in-
clude: Reps. Kilpatrick and
Stupak. All Michigan Repub-
licans voted “No” except for
Ehlers. To see how your Rep
voted, go to:  http://
politics.nytimes.com/con-
gress/votes/111/house/2/625




Editorial

Dare to DREAM in the NorthCoast, elsewhere

Published March 2, 2012

US Congresswoman
Marcy Kaptur (D-Toledo,
District9) and US Congress-
man Dennis Kucinich (D-
Cleveland, District 10) have
both performed admirably
wellin theirrespective Con-
gressional districts—Marcy
since 1983 and Dennis since
1997. ButDistrict9 hasbeen
re-shaped by the 2010 Cen-
susand Ohiolegislators, into
a 100 mile snake-like behe-
moth, bordering Ohio’s
NorthCoast of Lake Erie,
connecting portions of To-
ledo and Cleveland.

It is regrettable that they
are pitted againsteach other,
former friends but now foes.

Withsuchablerepresen-
tation from Ms. Kaptur and
Mr. Kucinich, it is difficult
to determine who would
best serve the interests of
Latinos in this nascent dis-
trict. Candidate Graham
Veysey has conducted a re-
markable campaign but he
lacks the Congressional ex-
periences of Kaptur and
Kucinich and is not being
considered for an endorse-
ment at this time, but we
urgeMr. Veysey to continue
his involvement in the po-
litical process.

The deciding factor in
La Prensa’s opinion is the
DREAM Act and therefore
La Prensa urges its readers

to vote for Congressman Den-
nis Kucinichtorepresent them
in the 9" District.

Championing ~ many
Latino and minority causes
for almost thirty years, La
Prensa was shocked when
Congresswoman Kaptur voted
against the DREAM Act in
December of 2010 [Updated
version, HR 5281, Develop-
ment, Relief, Education for
Alien Minors Act]. The
DREAM Actis all about Edu-
cation, our Youth, and Immi-
grants who desire a bite of the
“American-Dream” apple. It
is all about diversity, fairness,
and due process.

The DREAMers were
young children when their
parents came to the United
States and they should not be
punished for their parents’ lack
of finesse in either immigrat-
ing to the United States or
staying without visas. Most
left their countries of origin
because of the harmful effects
of NAFTA [The North Ameri-
canFree Trade Agreement], as
ably predicted by Congress-
woman Kaptur in 1994.

But La Prensatakes it to the
next level—to vote against any
Congressional representative
whovotedagainstthe DREAM
Act. In Ohio’s NorthCoast ar-
eas, La Prensa urges its readers
to vote for Congresswoman
Marcia L. Fudge—who voted
for the DREAM Act—in the

District 11 Democratic pri-
mary.Congressman TimRyan
(D-District 13)and Congress-
woman Betty Sutton (D-Dis-
trict 16) —who voted for the
DREAM Act—are unop-
posed in the Democratic pri-
mary on March 6, but consid-
eration should be given them
in the general election in No-
vember.

Latinos and Latino-sup-
porters often complain about
over 50 percent of Latino
students dropping out of
high school and higher edu-
cation. The provisions of the
DREAM Act will help rem-
edy this severe drop-out di-
lemma and further aid the
nation in developing an
able, educated work force or
military. Our Latino leaders
oftenhostseminars and work-
shops for our Latino Youth
and what do they tell los
Jjovenes?—Education is the
key tosuccess, getaneduca-
tion, and dare to dream!

A vote for Congressman
Dennis Kucinich is a vote
for Latino education, our
Latino youth, diversity, and
the DREAM Act—should
we dare to dream, compa-
rable to the dream shared by
the Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr. and our brothers?
The decision is yours!

jHasta la Victoria!
jAdelante con el DREAM
Act! jTu Voz es tu Voto!

Chicago Congressman
Luis Gutiérrez, a national
leader on US immigration
policy and Chairman of the
Immigration Task Force of
the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, will be in northern
Ohio this week campaign-
ing on behalf of Congress-
man Dennis Kucinich in his
race for the newly re-shaped
9th District seat.

“Ineed Dennis Kucinich
on my side in Congress to
continue efforts tomake sure
thatour children canreceive
a great education and go on
to make important contri-
butions to our culture, our

Congressman Luis Gutiérrez, leader on
immigration issues, campaigns with Kucinich
in Lorain, Toledo March 1, 2

people, and our nation,” said
Gutiérrez, the first Latino
elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives from the Mid-
west.

Gutiérrez represents a di-
verse Congressional district
thatis hometo large and estab-
lished communities of immi-
grants from Eastern Europe,
Latin America, and elsewhere.
He worked closely with
Kucinich to pass the historic
DREAM Actin2010,and will
be attending forums in Lorain
and Toledo to explain the leg-
islation and answer constitu-
ent questions. Kucinich’s pri-
mary opponent, Congress-

womanMarcy Kaptur, voted
against the DREAM Act.

The complete schedule
is still being finalized, but it
includes the following two
events:

On Thursday, March 1,
2012, Gutiérrez and
Kucinich will be at the Rose
Cafe at Lakeview Beach,
1800 West Erie Avenue,
Lorain, beginning at 7:00

p.m.

On Friday, March 2,
Gutiérrez and Kucinich will
beat Latinos Unidos (Latins
United) Hall, 706 South St.
Clair Street, Toledo, at 9:30
am.

Summary of DREAM Act Requirements

On December 8th, 2010, the
US House passed the DREAM Act
byavoteof216-198. The version
the House passed is an updated
version of the DREAM Act (HR
5281) that was introduced back in
March 2009 (HR 1751).

The DREAM Actislegislation
to give students who grew upinthe
United States a chance to contrib-
ute to our country’s well-being by
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces
or pursuing a higher education.

It is limited, targeted legisla-
tion that allows only the best and
brightest young people to earn
their legal status after a rigorous
and lengthy process, and applies
only to young people who have
lived here for at least five years
before the date of enactment, and
who were brought to the United
States by their parents as minors,
through no fault of their own.

Key provisions:

Under the bill, a DREAM Act
applicant who meets the bill’s re-
quirementsbecomesa “conditional

nonimmigrant.” The DREAM
Actallows anindividual to obtain
this conditional status onlyifhe or
she meets all of the following re-
quirements:

* was brought to the United
States as a child (15 years old or
younger);

« is currently 29 years old or
younger;

« has lived in the U.S. for 5
years or more before the date of
enactment;

* has graduated from a US-
American high school, has ob-
tained a GED, oris admitted to an
institution of higher education;

« has been a person of “good
moral character,”asdefinedby US
immigration laws, from the date
theindividual initially entered the
United Stat

* sub; biometric and bio-
graphicinformationand completes
security and law-enforcement
background checks;

* undergoes a medical ex-
amination;

« registers for the Selective
Service; and

«paysasignificant surcharge
inconnection with the initial ap-
plication.

The DREAM Act further lim-
itseligibility for conditional status
by specifically excluding anyone
who:

« has committed one felony or
three misdemeanors;

« is likely to become a public
charge;

«has engaged in voter fraud or
unlawful voting;

<hascommitted marriagefraud;

 has abused a student visa;

*hasengaged inpersecution; or

* poses a public health risk.

The DREAM Act places the
burden of proof on the applicant.
Anindividual would be required to
demonstrate eligibility for the
DREAM Actby a preponderance
of the evidence.

Source: www.democratic-
leader.gov/floor?id=0414
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Happy 3'5'th
Birthday
AGAIN!!

Happy
Birthday
JESSICA
MADRID
STONER

March 7

Happy

Birthday A

BERMEJO

March 8

eliminating racism
empowering women

ywca

You are warmly invited
To join us for an
OPEN HOUSE
Of our Newly Renovated
Battered Women’s Shelter

Wednesday, February 29th

10:00am
YWCA of Northwest Ohio
1018 Jefferson Avenue

|| mission
YWCA is dedicated to eliminating racism
empowering women and promoting peace
justice, freedom and dignity for all

Give Your Portfolio a
“Spring Cleaning”

It’s time for spring cleaning. But why stop at your house? This
year, consider applying some spring-cleaning techniques to
your investment portfolio.

For starters, get rid of “clutter.” If you own investments that
are duplicates, have chronically underperformed or no longer
meet your needs, consider clearing them out of your portfolio
and using the proceeds to explore other opportunities.

And, just as you may place similaritems togetherin yourhome,
you may want to consolidate your various investment ac-
counts with one provider. You'll cut down on paperwork,
reduce fees and, most importantly, unite your investment
dollars so that it’s easier for you to see what you have and then
follow a single, coherent investment strategy.

Performing some spring cleaning on your investment portfolio,
may help improve your financial outlook — for all the seasons
yet to come.

David M Abalos, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

3508 W Stems Rd
Lambertville, MI 48144
734-854-5623

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

www.edwardjones.com MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Member SIPC

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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HUGO V. LOPEZ

Hugo V.Lépez, 87, of Park Ridge, IL, formerly of Tucson, AZ,
passed away Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at Lutheran General
Hospital. He was born in Toledo, OH on September 3, 1924 to
Peter G. and Aurora H. (Herndndez) Lépez. Hugo served his
country in the U.S. Navy in the South Pacific during WWII
aboard the U.S.S. Minneapolis. On May 11, 1946, he married
Carmen Sierra. He was a graduate of The University of Toledo
where he earned bachelor’s degrees in Education and Pharma-
cology. Hugo was employed with Doehler Jarvis and Lathrop Contractors as a laborer
for many years. He taught junior high science in Toledo Public Schools—including
Jones Junior High—for many years. He later worked as a pharmacist with Riverside
Hospital where he retired as directorin 1985. He was amember of the Toledo and Tucson
Academies of Pharmacies and was a member of the American Society of Hospital
Pharmacists. In his spare time, he enjoyed walking and photography.

Hugo is survived by his wife of 66 years, Carmen; children, Rebecca (John) Large,
Robert (Sharlene), and Michael (Denise); grandchildren, John Jr. (Jill), Michael
(Kristen), Jacqueline, RobertJr., Victor (Stephanie), Brett Michael, Darlene (Douglas),
Brandon (Deandra), Deena (Bryan), Ronda, and Tamra; 13 great-grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his parents and sisters, Sylvia Weber and Margarita Alexander.

JORGE MUNIZ JR.

Jorge Muiiiz, Jr., age 57, of Lorain, OH passed away on Tuesday, February 21,2012
at New Life Hospice Residential Center. Born September 30, 1954 in Lorain, he resided
here his entire life. He graduated from Admiral King High Schoolin 1973. Jorge served
inthe U.S. Marine Corps. He received the Rifle Marksman Badge, Good Conduct Medal
and Meritorious Mast. For 29 years, he worked at U.S. Steel as a brick layer. He was a
member of Sacred Heart Chapel, Lorain. Having a passion for playing darts, Jorge
played in the National Dart Association for many years, traveling all over for tourna-
ments and winning many of them. He also enjoyed bowling.

Heis survived by his wife of 36 years, Emma (née Col6n); 2 sons, Jorge O. (Veronica)
Muiiz, of Hesperia, CA and Marty (Brandy) Muiiiz of Lorain; his daughter, Michelle
Maria (William) Vicens, of Lorain, his parents, Jorge and Carmen (née Plaza) Muiiiz,
Sr.; and asister, Sylvia Sdnchez, of Flower Mound, TX and he was the dear “Papa Jorge”
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LATINO DAY
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SATURDAY, MARCH 24

For tickets or more information
call (419) 870-6565

IERRER(Q) TAX

& PHOFESSIONALSERY HOES

Ve Swiney, lmirrpreigiies &1 tati=a Sery s

LIET S L T

ARACELY GUERKERO-0WNER

SUPPLIERS OF
MEXICAN FOOD
PRODUCTS

2742 HILL AVE.

TOLEDO, OHIO
800-233-0142
419-534-2074

550 ollens B
CHIE 45609

T TR T e

to his 8 grandchildren.

Veysey challenges Kaptur, Kucinich for
NorthCoast congressional seat

(Continued from Page 3)
new Ninth District and it’s
leveraging the $10 billion
economic engine thatis Lake
Erie in creating the digital
belt, the vacation belt, the
NASA belt, where we're put-
ting more people to work,”
he said. “Because that’s what
government can do—create
that atmosphere of public-
private partnership to help to
create jobs.”

Ohio City Farm Project

Veysey pointed out he
started “one of the largest
urban farms in America.” He
was project manager in 2010
whenthe Ohio City Farmwas
established in a West Side
neighborhood in Cleveland
on six acres of unbuildable,
remediated land. A housing
development was demol-
ished there in 1999.

The project was designed
as more than a place to grow
fresh food, but to serve as an
economic development
projectforthe neighborhood.
Produce raised on the urban
farm creates income for re-
cent immigrants and other
farmers, variety for custom-
ers seeking local food at the
nearby West SideMarket, and
increased access tolocal food
for residents of public hous-
ing, who would receive adis-
count.

Ms. Kaptur has been in-

strumental in securing funds
for urban garden projects in
Toledo, but nothing of the
magnitude of the Cleveland
farm.

“We’ve got refugees from
all over the world who work
it,” Veysey said. “They get a
living wage. I think we need to
protecttheagriculturein Ohio,
but we need to keep the food
here. We need food not fuel,
when you look at the ethanol
dollars that are going instead
of the food. We’ve gothungry
people. We should be eating
locally. It’s more sustainable.
The average load of food trav-
els 1,500 miles. We’ve got to
make sure it’s coming from
our own backyards.”

Veysey’s maincriticismof
Kapturand Kucinichinvolves
the nation’s growing federal
debt, which he pegged at $15
trillion. He maintains the two
Congressional incumbents
refuse to address the issue
during debates.

“It is mortgaging our
country’s future and my
generation’s future. So we
need to stand up and speak
out,” he said. “I was always
taught ‘If you break it, you
buy it, you own it.” They’ve
broken it, but it’s my genera-
tion that’s going to have to
ownit. Wedeserveaseatatthe
table.”

Veysey wasbornandraised

in suburban Cleveland and
has vowed to move to the
Ninth District if elected. He
has pledged to only serve
four terms in Congress, a
promise thatMs. Kapturcriti-
cized wouldrender himinef-
fective. She is the longest-
serving womanin Congress,
an accomplishment she has
touted throughout the pri-
mary season.

Veysey attended Bates
College, an elite liberal arts
school in Maine. He once
interned for the late Tim
Russert,famedhostof NBC’s
Sunday morning political
talk show “Meet the Press.”
Once Veysey returned to
Ohio, he was offered a job
coordinating voter outreach
forBarackObama’sfirstpresi-
dential campaign in
Chillicothe and Ironton.

Since then, Veysey has
boughtanabandoned Cleve-
land firehouse, which he has
converted into living quar-
ters and work space. While
he lives on the ground floor,
the four-person video pro-
duction company he started,
North Water Partners,occu-
piesthesecond floor. Healso
rents out short-term office
space and leases to a coffee
shop that will open soon.

On  the Internet:
www.ohiocityfarm.com
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Latino Community Forum meets with TPS officials

By Natalie Guzmdn

On Monday, February 6,
2012, members of the Latino
Community Forum(LCF)met
with Toledo Public School
Superintendent, Dr. Jerome
Pecko, Director of English as
a Second Language (ESL)
Gayle Schaber, and TPS His-
panic Outreach Coordinator
José Luna.

The meeting was called as
afollow up to the October 31,
2011 meeting in which
Schaber committed to imple-
menting proper communica-
tion to parents with Limited
English Proficient (LEP) stu-
dents and to disseminate
policy, programming, and pro-
cedure information regarding
LEP classes and enrollment.
Mrs. Schaber implemented
procedures to meet standards,

and is taking community com-
ments into consideration.
Schaber explained that it
was “difficult to say what LEP
looks like,” every child that
enters in TPS fills out a regis-
tration from and home lan-
guage survey, and if it is an-
swered in any other language
than English it triggers Lan-
guage Assessment Series
(LAS) testing to see if the stu-
dent is proficient in English.
The students are rated on a
scale from 1-5, with 5 being
proficient and 4 approaching
proficient and 3-1 not profi-
cient. Ifthey testinto approach-
ing proficient and below they
are considered English lan-
guage Learners, and are typi-
cally enrolled into LEP
classes. According to Mrs.

Schaber there are 346 English
Language Learners in TPS.
Approximately 75 percent
identify as Hispanic/Latino,
which translates roughly to
130 students.
Onceidentified as English
language learner notifica-
tions are sent to students
homes with a letter explain-
ing the English as second lan-
guage ESL program. Mrs.
Schaber works with Mr. Luna
to help contact parents. Mrs.
Schaber states thatas much as
possible she sends notifica-
tions within the first 30 days
as per the Title IIT Funding.
The reality is that parents do
not receive these letters in a
timely manner, which is why
the Latino Community Fo-
rum commenced their meet-

ing with the director of ESL.

Parents can choose not to
have their child in ESL class;
however, ifthereis noresponse
then the student is automati-
cally placed in the program.
Some of the reasons why par-
ents choose notto place achild
inESLare stigmatization from
the older program when the
students were taken out of
school to go to ESL classes.
The parents felt that is was
detrimental to their children’s
education, especially their
math skills. Also the parents
maybe apprehensive because
of the citizenship status ques-
tion; Schaber stated that “par-
ents do not have to answer
certain questions” on the reg-
istration form.

Latino Community Forum

Mar:

suggested that Schaber create
an LEP sample folder: ablank
folder thatwill containacheck
list of notifications made, test
s and grade sheets as well as
assessments. Themembers feel
thata LEP sample folder would
help all employees involved
know what is required for the
Title Il funding. Latino Com-
munity Forum members also
recommended to document
when notifying parents.

As a result of these meet-
ings, Schaber created a “fre-
quently asked questions”
document in Spanish and En-
glish that would help answer
some of the parents’ questions
regarding ESL.

Mrs. Schaberand members
of the Latino Community Fo-
rum discussed an ESL com-

marzo 2, 2012

munity meeting in the middle
of March. The meeting will be
held at Walbridge Elementary
School which has the largest
K-8 English Language Learn-
ers program. The meeting will
consist of suggestions on how
parents can help students
achieve academically. Also
parents will receive recom-
mendations and information
on the OAA testing, to help
prepare students. TPS Span-
ish and ESL teachers will be
translating the event such as
the question and answer pe-
riod as well as the ESL lesson
examples.

On the Internet: hittp://
www.laprensatoledo.com/
Stories/2011/112511/
ramonperez.htm
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on March 8

On Thursday, March 8,
2012,at11:30a.m., the To-
ledo Zoo will host a natu-
ralization ceremony for
new U.S. citizens. The cer-
emony represents a part-
nership between the Zoo
and the U.S. District Court,
Northern District of Ohio,
the Honorable Jack
Zouhary presiding.

The Zoo is hosting the

Toledo Zoo Hosts Naturalization Ceremony

ceremony in the Indoor The-
atre of its historic Museum of
Science. Fifty-three new citi-
zens are expected to take
oaths of U.S. citizenship be-
ginning at 11:30 a.m. Judge
Zouhary will lead the cer-
emony.

“It is a privilege to wel-
come some of our country’s
newest citizens during this
ceremony at the Zoo,” said

Dr. Anne Baker, the Zoo’s
executive director and
CEO. “No matter where we
were bornor grew up, people
worldwide share one thing
in common: an apprecia-
tion of animals and the natu-
ral world.”

The ceremony is open to
the public (regular Zoo
admission applies), but
space is limited.

FIRST FRIDAY @ SQACC !

6pm to 9pm
March 2nd

Join Us!!! Celebrate Latino Art & Culture!!!

*Free*

Food & Beverages provided

Topic: Nueva Esperanza Credit Union
Annual Event Celebration
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TARTA officials, Kaptur dedicate new paratransit facility

By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

Feb. 24,2012: The Toledo
Area Regional Paratransit
Service unveiled its new $7.7
million garage neardowntown
Toledo Friday morning, a fa-
cility close enough to the
Broadway Corridor that it al-
ready is having a significant
impact on the disabled Latino
community.

TARPS offers door-to-door
service specifically for people
with disabilities, which car-
ries them to work, to school, to
medical appointments and
other  programs. The
paratransit service has seen
demand more than double
from approximately 100,000
passengers in 2006 to more
than270,000lastyear. TARPS
alsohas doubled its number of
buses to 80 over the same time
frame.

“It’s a long time coming,
butitaddresses a critical need
in our community, which is
accommodating the growthin
our TARPS ridership,” said
Jim Gee, executive director of
the Toledo Area Regional
Transit Authority (TARTA).
“Thisallowsus tohaveaplace
dedicated to TARPS, which
houses all the maintenance,
scheduling, dispatching, stor-
age, and allows us to plan for
future growth.”

TARTA contracted out its
TARPS service fornearly two
decades, but brought it under
direct management three-and-
a-half years ago. Since then,

TARPS buses shared space
with the transit authority’s
larger fleet of buses atits main
garage. The new site gives
TARPS its own permanent
home for more than 100 em-
ployeesat the site of the former
Page Dairy near the Amtrak
station.

“We were on Central Av-
enue before, but we were shoe-
horned in there,” said Gee.
“Wereally hadabusiness need
to meet that future growth.”

Tim Harrington, execu-
tive director of the Ability
Center of Greater Toledo,
touted the new TARPS facil-
ity as a related service that
will allow his agency to better
meet the needs of the
community’s growing dis-
abled population. He pointed
to the fact that some Ability
Center staff and programs are
now housed at Adelante, Inc.
to better assist more than 30
disabled Latinos.

“We realized that we were
not making any penetration
into the Latino community
that we wanted,” Harrington
said. “We had the unique op-
portunity to place some of our
independent living staff
within Adelante and it has
allowed us to reach a whole
new sector of the disability
population that we’ve been
trying to find.”

TARPS allows the Ability
Center to reach the central
city more effectively from its

offices on Monroe St. in
Sylvania. Harrington admit-
ted his agency only began
serving Latinos about two
years ago, but expects those
numbers to only continue to
grow once word spreads more.

“The core of independent
living is to be able to get
around your community,”
Harrington said. ““So transpor-
tation is pivotal if we want
people withdisabilities tolive
maximum independent- liv-
inglives. Transportationis not
solely about getting back and
forth to the doctor. It’s really
about accessing all this great
community has to offer.”

“We have more disabled
people in the community and
demographics suggestit’s just
going to keep happening,”
said Gee. “Baby Boomers
reaching retirement age, hav-
ing age-related disabilities—
that service is going to con-
tinue to grow.”

TARTA hosted a public
open house and a dedication
ceremony attended by more
than 200 people. Gee pub-
licly thanked U.S. Rep. Marcy
Kaptur (D-Toledo) for help-
ing to secure $7.7 million in
federal grants that paid for
mostofthe facility’s construc-
tion. The 80,000-square-foot
structure houses a garage area
that holds up to 104 buses, a
maintenance area with five
service bays, administrative
offices,alockerroomanddriv-

“Best in the Midwest.”

ers’ lounge.

“There are some people
whosay ‘Leteverybody be on
their own, just let them float
outthereinsociety,”” said Ms.
Kaptur. “Well, youknow what
we say in this community?
We’re a pro-family commu-
nity. We believe that every
life of every citizen counts,
and we want us to work to-
getheras acommunity to make
life better.”

Congresswoman Kaptur
then openly criticized oppo-
nents of public transit as
“people that want to take us
back to the 19th century.” She
cited a growing sentiment in
Washington DC that public
transportation is becoming a

Multi-faith groups host
workshop on Spiritual and
Emotional Care in Disasters

Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Toledo, the Ohio
Council of Churches, To-
ledo Area Ministries, and
Ohio VOAD are sponsoring
a free workshop on Spiri-
tual and Emotional Care in
Disasters. The workshop
will be 2 to 4 p.m. March 2,
2012 at Grace Lutheran
Church in Toledo. The
event will cover basic tools
for working with people
impacted by disasters and
for assisting with survivor
recovery.

The speaker for the work-
shop will be Sr. Michael

Marie, disaster services co-
ordinator for the Mission-
aries of the Sacred Heart.
Sr. Michael Marie has
worked in disaster relief
and social aid for 14 years
and is an active member of
Ohio Volunteer Organiza-
tions Active in a Disaster
(Ohio VOAD).
Registrations are due
Feb. 27. To register or for
more information, please
contact Catholic Charities
Disaster Response Coor-
dinator Rebecca Owens at
419-524-0733, ext. 225, or
rowens @toledodiocese.org.

drain on the federal budget.

Congresswoman Kaptur
also promoted the TARPS
building as another step in
rebuilding the Broadway
Corridor to its former promi-
nence as a gateway to the
downtown area.

“You can imagine a time,
asweimprove Broadway, with
some of the reuses along
Broadway, we improve the
riverfront through the reuse of
some of our buildings, where
piece-by-piece, we are put-
ting back together our com-
munity and leaving it in bet-
ter condition than we found
it,” Ms. Kaptur said.

TARTA officials touted
the TARPS garage as a
“green” facility, pointed out
features including skylights,
solar panels ontheroof, “earth-
sheltering” for energy effi-
ciency—which means the
building was excavated into
an existing hillside—as well
as geothermal heating and
cooling.

“Those geothermal wells
go deeper than Lake Erie,”

Auditor Lépez reminds dog
owners to purchase 2012 dog

licenses

Lucas County Audi-
tor Anita Lépez re-
minded Lucas County
citizens to purchase their
2012 Dog License dur-
ing a press conference on
Monday, February 27,
2012. She also discussed
the Annual Pick of the
Litter Contest.

Ohio Law requires in-
dividuals to purchase an
annual license for any
dog three months or
older. Dog licenses are
$25 and can be purchased
through the extended
deadline of February 29,
2012. They can be ob-
tained at the Auditor’s
office at One Government
Center, Suite 770; the
Lucas County Dog
Warden’s office at410 S.
Erie Street; or at any one

of our authorized agents.

For more information,
visit:www.co.lucas.oh.us/
index.aspx?NID=1398
or call the Education and
Outreach Department at
(419) 213-4406.

Gee boasted.
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Software Specialist
College of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics

The University of Toledo
Job 101870

Working as the College UNIX and High Perfor-
mance Computing Specialist, this position is re-
sponsible for college-wide support of the UNIX and
LINUX computers used in academic areas includ-
ing instructional labs and research. Specifically,
this position will support the College of Natural
Sciences and Mathematics, (the departments of
Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Environmental
Sciences, Physics and Astronomy, and the Instru-
mentation Center). This position is charged with
maintaining stable and secure UNIX/LINUX com-
puter operating platforms as well as support for
cluster computing.

The incumbent of this position will perform support
and administrative functions such asinstalling and
maintaining the operating systems, coordinating
the hardware maintenance of the systems, manag-
ing the security risks associated with the systems,
networking the workstations or clusters, account
administration, and provides consultation regard-
ing the procurement, selection, use, and mainte-
nance of appropriate systems.

Minimum Qualifications: Bachelor's degree in Com-
puter Science or a closely relatedfieldis preferred.
Must have a minimum of 5 years of UNIX/Linux
system administration experience with at least 2
yearsinamedium-to-large user community. Mas-
tery of various UNIX/Linux operating systems
such as Red Hat, CentOS, Fedora, etc. Experi-
ence in the following areas: providing support and
integration in a primary Windows environment;
remote systems managementtools; providing sup-
port for patches, upgrades, and maintenance in
UNIX/Linux environment; support for peripherals,
networked printers, and print queues. Pay Range
34 starts at $21.44 per hour.

For more information and to apply please visit
https://jobs.utoledo.edu. The deadline for this

SEASONAL LAND MANAGEMENT

Metroparks of the Toledo Area has openings for
outdoor, seasonal land management work at Oak
Openings or Secor Metropark starting in April. $8.19
after 30 days. Must be age 18 with GED/high school
diploma and driver’s license. Will operate power
equipment, chainsaws, machinery, apply herbicides
and lift up to 75 Ibs. Application and résumé should
be submitted online by March 8 at
www.metroparkstoledo.com. EOE

PROGRAM MANAGER, CPST

Unison Behavioral Health Group is seeking a full-
time Program Manager to provide clinicaland admin-
istrative supervision to a CPST team. Duties will
include providing supervision to employees, tracking
and monitoring of program requirements, serving on
committees, representing the agency to community
partners and providing clinical services as needed.

Qualified candidates must have leadership abil-
ity and creative problem solving skills. LPCC-S,
LISW-S, or RN is required, along with previous
experience with adults with serious mental illness.
Priorcase managementand supervisory experience
ispreferred.

Send résumé with salary requirements or apply to:

Human Resources — PMCPST
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.

Toledo, OH 43605
Fax:419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOCE

The University of Toledo

Staff Nurses

UTMC has opportunities available for Staff Nurses
and other members of our Health Care Team. UTMC
offers an excellent salary and benefit package,
which includes the Ohio Public Employees Retire-
ment System, with employer contribution; medical
coverage, paid sick and vacation time, tuition waiver
and 10 paid holidays. Please visit our website for
further information or to apply online:
www.hr.utoledo.edu. The University of Toledo is
an Equal Access, Equal Opportunity, Affirmative
Action Employer and Educator.

Janitorial
$8.00 - $8.50/Hr.

We currently have 2™ shift; positions available for
part-time; cleaning at local commercial buildings.
YouMUST have a valid drivers’license and your own
vehicle for transportation; must pass police back-
ground check. Call 419-691-6930 for Interview ap-

AOD THERAPIST

Unison Behavioral Health Group Inc. is seeking
an experienced AOD Therapist to work with adults,
children or adolescents providing individual, family
and group counseling, case management and pre-
vention services. Candidate must possess a
bachelor’s degree, a minimum of two years experi-
ence working with children and adolescents with
chemical dependency issues and one of the follow-
ing Ohio licenses — LSW, LISW, PC, PCC, CDCA,
LCDCII,LCDC Il orLICDC. AMaster'sdegreeand
dual mental health/chemical dependency licensure
preferred.

Send résumé or apply to:
Human Resources Director—AOD
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
1425 Starr Ave.

Toledo, OH 43605
Fax:419-936-7574
Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

Grill Cook & Kitchen Help
Expanding local restaurant is looking for sev-
eral cooks and prep cooks for a new location.
Must have more than two years experience in
food service. Send resume to

positionis Friday, March9,2012. UTisan EEO,
AA Employer and Educator

pointment.

EOE

mfrancis @ eatatoasis.com or apply in person at
3303 Dorr St. in Toledo, Ohio.

INTERESTED BIDDERS:
TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS — LONGFELLOW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — ASPHALT PACKAGE

Sealed bids will be accepted by the Board of Education of the Toledo Public
School District until 1:00 pm March 14th, 2012, at the Toledo Public Schools
Treasurers’ Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo, Ohio 43608, for all labor,
material and supervision necessary for the Longfellow Elementary School, as
more fully described in the drawings and specifications for the project prepared
by Munger Munger + Associates Architects Inc. and will be opened publicly and
readimmediately thereafter.

Bid Documents for the project may be examined at the F.W. Dodge plan roomin
Columbus, Builders Exchange in Toledo, University of Toledo — Capacity
Building, E.O.P.A. — Hamilton Building, Northwest Ohio Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, and The Plan Room in Ann Arbor, Construction Association of
Michigan, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce and Ohio Construction News.

Bidders may obtain copies of the documents starting February 14, 2012
which can be purchased fromToledo Blueprint,6949 Wales
Road, Northwood, Ohio 43619, phone: (419) 661-9841.
Drawings may be obtained on CD-ROM for no cost with the
purchase of the specifications.

APre-Bid Meeting will be held on March 8,2012 at 8:30 am at Toledo
Public Schools Board Room, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd, Toledo, Ohio 43608.

LATINO DAY

with the Toledo Walleye
SATURDAY, March 24,2012

For Ticket Info Call 419-870-6565
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Certifying TMACOG’s Planning Process
— Public Meeting March 6

WHAT: Public meeting to solicitcomments aboutthe TMACOG publicinvolvement
process. WHEN: Tuesday, March 6,2012, noon- 1 p.m. (doors open 11:30 a.m.).
WHERE: Grand Lobby of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Plaza, above the Amtrak
station.Every four years, per federal law, the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) conduct a planning certification
review of each Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). TMACOG is the MPO
for Lucas and Wood counties, and the three southern townships of Monroe County,
Michigan. This federal review ensures that the TMACOG planning process is
comprehensive, cooperative, and continuous —the 3-C planning principles required
by federal law. And also that all interested people in the region can participate in
TMACOG’s transportation plans. The public meeting is an opportunity for people to
comment on their experience with TMACOG'’s public input process. The meeting
is free and open to all, no registration is required.

Groundskeeper

New Town Apartments
(Second Shift)

Now accepting Applications for2bedroom
Apartments & 3 Bedroom Town homes
All Utilities included 100% Project Based Section
Income Restrictions Apply
Walk-Ins are welcome Mon-Fri. 9:00AM -4:00PM
1033 Dorr Street Toledo, Ohio 43607
Phone 419-241-2538

&

Owens Community
College invites you to
learn more about this
exciting job
opportunity at https://
jobs.owens.edu.

Become part of our
inclusive culture that

embraces and
celebrates diversity.

AA/EOE
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Director of Children and Families

Roles and Responsibility:

The Director of Children and Families has full responsibility for TMC’s current
and future programs for children and families including MSHS, HS/EHS, Webb
County EHS, Starr/Zapata Counties HS/EHS. This includes directing and
managing all personnel, programs, facilities, transportation, technology and
services to children and families in accordance with local, state and federal
regulation and standards. Ensures school readiness of all TMC program
children.

Minimum Qualifications:

1. Master’s Degree in Early Education or related field in Education.

2. Three (3) to five (5) years experience in upper management position.

3. Demonstrated experience of effectively operating programs with multi-million

dollarbudgets
(minimum of $35 million), in multiple work areas (minimum of 3
geographic regions) , supervising large staff similar to TMC’s and
maintaining strong and effective community support, while meeting and
exceeding goals.

. Vision and Planning.

. Excellent Management skills.

. Excellent interpersonal and communication skills both oral and written.

. Ability to work extended hours and travel out-of area when required.

. Must relocate.

o~NO S

Preferred Qualifications:

1. PhD in Administration, Social Work, Education, Public Administration, or
related field in Human Services.

2. Seven (7) years experience in upper management position.

Start Date: Immediately

Type: Full-Time

Schedule: Monday-Friday

Résumé Deadline: Until filled

Close Date: Open Until Filled

Location: Corporate office 5215 McPherson Rd. Laredo, Texas 78041
ATTN:

APPLICATION(S) MUST BE COMPLETED WITH ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTION.
Example: Copy of Diploma, Certificate(s) and/or License(s), etc.
APPLICATIONS MISSING PROPER DOCUMENTION WILL NOT BE PROCESSED.
NOTE: A Drug/Alcohol Test and a Criminal background check are required once
an employment offer is made.

TMC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EXTEND OR RESCIND THIS JOB
ANNOUNCEMENT
Please e-mail your resume, cover letter and transcripts to:
hrhq@mail.tmccentral.org or fax to: 956-724-2558.

PHONE CALLS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!

TMC Is an “Equal Employment Opportunity Employer”

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING
FOR SALE

INDOWNTOWN
TOLEDONEAR
COURTHOUSE,
3 LEVELS.
Call: 419-870-6565

SANCHEZ
ROOFING

Preventive
maint; t
roof repairs; . -«
rubber roof-
ing; re-roof
shingles; 25 years exp;
roofcoatings; roofleaks;
se habla espafiol.

Call Pete Sanchez
419-787-9612!

HELP

WANTED!
Need
Housekeepers
for
Cleveland
Areahotels/
offices,

440.887.0916

NOW HIRING! 1
Kitchen $8 - $12 |
Dishwashers $7.70 - $9 ||
Great Benetfits 1
Full Time! 1
Applyinperson at 1
Golden Corral Restaurant 1
2819 S. Arlington Rd. 1
Akron OH 44312
EOE 1
Including the disabled |
No phone calls please!

Real Estate

[ LT

e

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610STICKNEY AVENUE

Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 2 Bedroom
Apartments

Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and
Older. Rent Based on Income. Heat, Appliances,
Drapes, Carpeting Included. Call (419)729-7118 for
details.

EQUALHOUSING OPPORTUNITY/EQUAL

OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER :

Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a subsidized
independent housing facility forthose 62 or older. We
are located in a beautiful, quiet residential setting in
Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one bedroom gar-
den apartments with private patios, indoor mail-
boxes, reserved parking and busing to local grocery
stores.

Applications are now being accepted

Call419-874-4371

Se Solicitan Housing
Meseros y Cajeras .
con experencia Cleanlng
que hablen 3
inglés/espafiol Seerce
aplicar en
San Marcos
235 Broadway -
Toledo
COMMERGIAL * Residential
* Commercial
I?glliLgm_?E « Serving East &
West Cleveland
In Downtown Toledo .
near courthouse. Contact_Luis:
ForMore Information 216-832-1437
CALL419-870-6565
Spanish-English 419-870-6565 English-Spanish

CAMBRIDGE
COURTS APTS
will be accepting
applications for our
2 brm Sec. 8

waiting list.
You must call
419-472-8601
Mon.-Fri. 9-4pm to
schedule an appt.
EHO.

NEW SIGN ON BONUS $1,000
New lanes into LAP Louisville,KY

OWNER OPERATOR
2000 or NEWER
SEMI TRACTOR

DO YOU WANT

PLANNED HOME TIME
+ ROUND TRIPS +

+ NO TOUCH FREIGHT+

+ FUEL SURCHARGE +

CIMARRON EXPRESS

800-866-7713 ext 123
WWWw.cimarronexpress.com

Have a Classified Ad? Email ad to classifiedlaprensal@gmail.com for cost! 419-241-8284
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Qana mds vevdes.
La balota roja pusds Bumentar tus Ganancias

an al Pick 3 anocasd un 200 y apanstand, por ia
mEnos, Una ver en cada T mitsnios

Desde el 29 de enero al 3 de marzo de 2012
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F“ n EE FOR CONGRESS = 11™ DISTRICT OF OHIO
MARCIA L. A Promise To KEgp

1 ani runming for re-election to comtinme to' protect owr mest vulnerable diizens, indoding
senisors and chilidren. My prioritics inclode econionsic development and job creation for
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standing Up
For Sentors

Edueating
Chur Chiuldrisn

Creating Jobs

Protecting Chr Rights

Helping Homeaowners &
Praventing Foreclosures
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TOLEDO SALES: 419-870-6565
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203 Main Girect
Toledo, OM., 43605

| Ph: 419-690-0530
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Happy 29th Birthday
Mary Neller DiVeto

February 28"

A Key to Your Future

Ty B ariak
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2 Filetl-ﬂ-Fish
Sandwiches for *3.59
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