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Young Guns defeats Dep. Holanda, 4 to 2, in La Liga de las Amerlcas soccer action last Sunday at
Schneider Soccer Complex. See page 13.

Disappearance of
Latino in 1980
partially solved.
See article by
Kevin Milliken
on page 2

Norris Finley, Executive Director of Bank on Toledo addresses crowd.
See page 5.
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Bankruptcy...No Credit...
Bad Credit...Fixed Income

[

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Apply online at
www.citywideautocredit.com
J/AUTO CHECK

FIRST TIME
BUYER
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2005 Dodge Magnum

CITY WIDE AUTO CREDIT

Everyone Gets Approved!

419-69 1-5 E L L

Se Habla Espaniol!
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.2251 Woodville Rd. ;
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Maria Lépez, Sandra Manzanares, Andrea Sdnchez, and Miguel Sdnchez at Esperanza, Inc.’s
annual Fiesta of Hope luncheon. Photos by Arooj Ashraf. See story on page 12.
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Club Taino
Puertorriqueiio
16t Annual

Constitution

Day -
EPicnie

Saturday, July 21, 2012

Swan Creek Metropark
(Yager Center)
4659 Airport Hwy.

Toledo 43614
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m
pernil and arroz con gandules
(some of our traditional food)

For more information or for donations please
contact Maria Gonzalez 419-385-1150
oraztecatol @yahoo.com

El Kefon

Grand Buffet

The First Spanish Buffet in Town
Established in 1998

El Kefon

1836 Broadway
Lorain, OH 44052
440.246.6396

Open 11 am-7 pm
Cada Dia!

BUY THIS
SPACE

Call RUBEN
(440) 320-8221
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Missing Latino’s remains ID’ed in Texas, after 3 decades of mystery, grief
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

June 24, 2012: More than
three decades of unanswered
questions, heartache, and grief
will come to an end later this
week when the remains of a
Toledo man are returned home
to his family from Houston,
Texas. A cousinwillreturn with
his cremated remains for a me-
morial service and a proper
burial.

A cold-case squad in Texas
identified the remains earlier
this year of 22-year old Esaw
“Chicken” Rodriguez, Jr. us-
ing DNA submitted by his
mother Pauline and older sister
Marta. But who killed
Rodriguezduringacross-coun-
try hitchhiking trip may remain
a mystery long after his burial
in his hometown.

“My closure will be when I
gettohold thaturn andkiss him
and tell him I'll see him some-
day soon,” said his older sister
Marta Rodriguez, 58. “When
you're missing a loved one,
they never leave your heart.”

Rodriguez was hitchhiking
to Louisiana/Texas in August
1980 to visit his cousins. Fol-
lowing a pay phone call to his
mother Pauline from a Louisi-
ana truck stop, he was never
heard from again. He had told
his mother two men in a green
truck had been bothering him.

According to family,
Pauline, now 79 years old, trav-
eled to that Union 76 truck stop
near Cajun country (Southwest
Louisiana), but could not find
herson. His mother filed amiss-
ing personsreport with authori-
tiesin Lafayette, Louisiana. But
the family years later learned
the report was never entered
into a national database.

The skeletal remains of
Rodriguez were found in the
Houston area in 1984—some
200 miles from Lafayette. Ac-
cording to his sister, some boys

Happy
Birthday

Olivia
odriguez

June24‘

had been playing in the Buf-
falo Bayou when they
stumbled upon the remains
undersomerocks. His murder
remained a cold case homi-
cide until 2008, when his re-
mains wereburiedinananony-
mous grave.

In 2010, a cousin, Sgt.
Valentino Zavala, now re-
tired from the Wyandotte, MI
police department, started
looking into the case.

“I just couldn’t stand idle
watching my aunt grieve for
28 years thinking that authori-
ties were goingtocontacther,”
Zavala told the Houston
Chronicle.

Sgt.Zavala gotanew miss-
ing persons report filed and
placed in the national data-
base, which he then scoured
looking foramatching Latino
male tono avail. He then con-
vinced Pauline and Marta to
submit DNA kits to a Louisi-
ana lab.

“Apartofusallfor30years
had wondered ‘“Where is he
at? What are you doing? Are
youOK?Didyoueat?’ Allthe
things you worry about your
baby brother,” said Marta,
thankful for her cousin’s as-
sistance.

On Feb. 27 of this year—
nearly twoyearsafterthe DNA
samples were submitted—
Zavala received a phone call
from a medical examiner in
Houston, TX. Forensic an-
thropologists there had iden-
tified the remains of
Rodriguez as a 1984 John
Doe homicide—putting his
family one step closer to clo-
sure after wondering for so
long what had happened to
him.

“We were happy, crying,”
said Marta as she recalled the
ensuing phone call from her
cousin. “Tasked him ‘Are you

Happy
Birthday

Selena
Estrella
Pecina
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sure?” Hesaid ‘I'm
not going to lie to
you.””

According to
his sister, an au-
topsy revealed
Rodriguezhad suf-
fered a fractured
skull, possibly
from a surprise at-
tack from behind.
Where the attack
occurred and who
is responsible for
his murder remain
unanswered ques-
tions. His sister be-
lieves his body had
been dumped by
his attacker(s).

“I want to know
who did this and
why,” said Marta.

Rodriguez, Jr.
grew up in North
Toledo, the young-
est of four children
and the only son.
His sister Martare-
called that is how

Pauline Rodriguez holding photo of her son Esaw
when he was approximately 16 years of age.

thing when chal-
lenged. The hitch-
hiking trip started
with two of those
friends with a des-
tination in Florida.
But he continued
alone toward
Texas when his
friends decided to
return to Toledo.
He had planned to
either visit his
cousin Miguel in
Houston or his
cousin Carlos in
San  Antonio.
Miguel now lives
in Toledo.

“He liked being
with the boys, the
guy cousins,” re-
called Marta. “"He
was single and
didn’t have a girl-
friend. He liked
cartoons. He was
still somewhat of a
little kid because
he liked cartoons.

he ended up with the nick-
name of “Chicken.” His
mother called him “pollito,”
or “little chick.”

“It always stuck. But no
young man wants to grow up
being called ‘Chicken,”” re-
called Marta with a laugh. “I
always called him ‘Bro’ and
he always responded ‘Yeah,
man.””

But she admitted there’s
been an emptiness, a void for
more than three decades with-
out her younger sibling. Fam-
ily gatherings, reunions, and
holidays have come and gone;
only pictures and memories
remainof Rodriguez, whonow
would be 54 years old.

“Finally, he’ll be at the
cemetery where my daddy’s
at. I'll take him his favorite
candy, jaw breakers,” she said

Happy
Birthday

Bernadette

withachuckle, explaining that
her younger brother always
hadafreshsupply of jaw break-
ers for his young nephews
growing up.

Marta explained the fam-
ily is planning the memorial
service as a celebration of the
short life they had with Esaw.
Instead of mournful music, the
funeral home will be filled
with his favorite rock-n-roll
tunes from the late 1970’s in-
stead of sad Mexican music.

“That’snot Chick. He sure
liked rock-n-roll,” said Marta.
“He liked Black Sabbath. He
liked REO Speedwagon. My
brother had an old AC-DC
picture booklet.”

Marta described her
brother as a bit of a “free
spirit.”” He never graduated
high school, but had lots of
friends and never was afraid
to prove he could do some-

He also liked card games.”

At the time of his disap-
pearance, Rodriguez lived
with his mom in a house on
Kenilworthnear Cherry St. The
home has since been demol-
ished.

“Hetold us ‘A'man’s gotto
do what a man’s got to do,””
Marta recalled just before he
left on his hitchhiking excur-
sion that would result in his
death.

Decades later, Rodriguez
finally will return to Toledo,
too, inanurn his mother chose.
Marta jokingly described it as
a“flying saucer” forits unique
shape. But she stated her
mother Pauline is “holding
up” andready “forhimtocome
home.”

The remains of Rodriguez
arrived ata Texas funeral home
for cremation last Friday. A
cousin who lives nearby will

Juneljunio 29, 2012

drive them to Toledo where a
memorial service is planned
next week at Coyle Funeral
Home. Rodriguez will be bur-
ied next to his fatherin Forest
Cemetery.

Marta expects “quite a lot
of people, family” to attend
the memorial service, be-
cause her brother left behind
a big family that has only
grown over the years.

In January of last year, a
team of Houston-area foren-
sic anthropologists used a
grant to reopen hundreds of
files involving unidentified
remains dating back as far as
60 years—including
Rodriguez. The effort has
made a believer out of both
Marta and Sgt. Zavala that
loved ones of missing per-
sons can find answers.

Martareadily admitted she
had only seen forensic sci-
ence work successfullyon TV
crime dramas. But she hopes
her real-life experience can
help others.

“I have never read of a
Latino or a Mexican family
ever going through this be-
fore,” said Marta. “There may
be one out there right now
that might have something of
theirloved one—ahairbrush,
a toothbrush—something
that has their loved one’s
DNA. Goandhaveittested to
see if there’s a loved one out
there. DNA works.”

“Folks who have been
touched by a violent crime,
including missing persons—
either as victims or family
members—should always
persevere and never giveup,”
Zavala told the Houston
Chronicle. “Esaw was
somebody’s child, brother,
nephew, grandson and
cousin and didn’t deserve to
be murdered - nobody does -
and all of those lives are
touched.”

Have a Classified Ad? Email ad to classifiedlaprensal@gmail.com for cost! 419-241-8284
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Latinoamérica mejora su combate al trafico de personas

Por LUISALONSO LUGO

WASHINGTON,DC, 19
de junio del 2012 (AP):
Estados Unidos colocé el
martes por primera vez a
Nicaragua junto a Colom-
bia entre las 33 naciones
que combaten a cabalidad
el trafico de personas y
devolvié a Venezuela al
grupo de 42 naciones en
observacion tras haberla
incluido el afio pasado
entre los paises
susceptibles a sanciones.

En su informe sobre el

trafico de personas
correspondiente al afio 2012,
el Departamento de Estado
mejoré a Costa Rica, Panaméa
y Repiblica Dominicana al
sacarlas del grupo de paises en
observacién e incluirlas entre
las 93 naciones que no
cumplen completamente con
los criterios minimos en el
combate a esa actividad ilicita
peroque demuestranesfuerzos
importantes para lograrlo.

El documento mantuvo a
Cuba como el tdnico del

hemisferio entre los 17 paises
del orbe que no combaten el
trafico de personas.

El embajador Luis
CdeBaca, a cargo de
supervisar y combatir esa
actividad, dijo que el ascenso
de cinco paises
latinoamericanos este afio
demuestra que “hay una
tendencia de mejorar los
esfuerzos”, la cual atribuy6
al trabajo adelantado por la
Organizacién de Estados
Americanos, OEA, y a la

voluntad politica de los
lideres en la region.
CdeBaca subrayé el
progreso importante logrado
por Nicaraguarespectoaafios
anteriores, y destaco la
instalacion de un refugio para
victimas adultas, ya que en
América Central la mayoria
de los refugios estdn
destinados a los nifios.
“Fue un paso muy
positivo de su parte”, indicd.
Resalté los avances
logrados en Venezuela, cuyas

autoridades lanzaron
campafias de concientizacién
y asistieron a 38 victimas, y
cuya Asamblea Nacional
fortalecio las leyes contra el
trafico de personas. “Cuando
hicimos el  andlisis
concluimos que este no es un
pais para el nivel 3 este afio”,
dijoel embajadorrefiriéndose
al grupo de paises que donde
Venezuela estuvo el afo
pasado.

El documento incluyé
entre las 10 personas mas

destacadas durante el afio al
director de la Unidad Fiscal
de Atencionalos Secuestros
Extorsivos (UFASE) en Ar-
gentina, Marcelo Colombo,
a quien atribuy6 en buena
medida una iniciativa para
mejorar y formalizar
procesos para la
investigacién de casos de
trafico humano.

Luis Alonso Lugo
estd en Twitter como
www.twitter.com/
luisalonsolugo

Study: NC
minorities
get more
scrutiny in
stops

FAYETTEVILLE,
N.C.,June 22,2012 (AP):
A task force of attorneys
says minorities are more
likely than whites to be
searched during traffic
stops in North Carolina.

The Fayetteville Ob-
server reported (http://
bit.ly/KR6FIB) the trial
lawyers’ group, North
Carolina Advocates for
Justice, reviewed more
than 13 million reports on
traffic stops between 2000
and 2011.

The group says the
state needs a broad-based
commission to study ra-
cial disparities in traffic
stops.

The report said blacks
and Latinos are almost
twice as likely to be
searched and twice as
likely to be arrested as
white drivers.

Spokeswoman Noelle
Talley says Attorney Gen-
eral Roy Cooper had a pro-
ductive meeting on the
report with the trial law-
yers’ group and agreed the
issue deserves more study.

She says additional
study would include law
enforcement, legislators,
prosecutors and judges.

Information from: The
Fayetteville Observer,
www.fayobserver.com

Latino
Scholarship
Day
with the

Toledo
Mud Hens
July 22, 2012

For tickets or
more information call:
(419) 870-6565
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AFT Statement on Supreme
Court Immigration Decision

WASHINGTO,DC, June
25, 2012: American Fed-
eration of Teachers Presi-
dent Randi Weingarten re-
leased the following state-
ment on the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision on the
constitutionality of
Arizona’s infamous immi-
gration legislation, com-
monly known as SB 1070.

“Today America’s high-
est court found unconstitu-
tional three of four provi-
sions of Arizona’s SB 1070,
reaffirming the pre-eminent
role conferred upon the fed-
eral government in matters
involving immigration.
Though the court appears
tohave narrowed the appli-
cation of the remaining sec-
tion of the law and left open
the possibility of further
challenges, it is troubling
that individuals may still
be subject to racial profil-
ing under this law.

“We are a nation en-
riched by itsimmigrants, and
we must value our diversity,
not declare war on it. While
the single provision of the
law upheld by the Supreme

Court is deeply troubling,
the decision to invalidate
most of SB 1070 consti-
tutes a victory for some of
our most fundamental be-
liefs as a nation.

“SB 1070 and its copy-
catlaws in Alabama, Geor-
gia and other states com-
promise the fundamental
rights that we have worked
so hard to embed in our
national consciousness.
The AFT has a long and
proud tradition of advanc-
ing social justice and civil
rights, and of fighting to
give not only our members
and their families but all
Americans access to a bet-
ter life. We are committed
to providing an educational
environment thatembraces
differences and diversity,
enabling all students to
reach their full potential re-
gardless of citizenship sta-
tus. The Supreme Court’s
ruling in this case is an im-
portant step forward in re-
establishing trustin schools
and communities with large
immigrant populations
across the country.”

Happy
Birthday
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Happy
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DETROIT, June 22,
2012: Two undocu-
mented immigrant stu-
dents currently in depor-
tation proceedings pre-
sented themselves to U.S.
immigration enforcement
officials in Detroit today
to test the week-old im-
migration “DREAM re-
lief” announced by Presi-
dent Obama.

Nibardo  Carrillo
Aguilera of Detroit and
Erika del Rio of Howell
are eligible under the new
program and came with
their lawyers, dozens of
community supporters
and immigrant rights ad-
vocates to verify the prom-
ised reform. Bothareun-
der 30 years of age, were
broughtto the U.S. before
they were 16, have no
criminal records and have
graduated from high
schools in the United
States or Puerto Rico.

“We're grateful that

President Obama took a
bold step forward by offer-
ing relief to undocumented
young people,” said Juan
Sancen, an AIR student
leader from Detroit, “How-
ever, we must verify that
immigration officials will
actually implement this
program and stop the de-
portations. A student here
with us today was even de-
nied ‘prosecutorial discre-
tion,” so we know that
there’s a lot of work to do.
We have a lot of hope that
ICE and the President will
keep their word.”

Erika del Rio of Howell
was brought to the U.S.
from Mexico City at the
age of 12. She is now 29
years old, studying psy-
chology and photography
at Lansing Community
College. She is currently
in deportation proceed-
ings, and was actually de-
nied relief previously un-
der the so-called

Students facing deportation test new Obama immigration policy

“prosecutorial
discretion”
program as
set forth in
the Morton
Memo of
2011. But,
as of last
week, she
should be
eligible to
stay in the
U.S. without
being pros-
ecuted.
Nibardo
Aguilera
just gradu-
ated from
César
Chdvez
High School
of Detroit,
where he

far Erica del Rio and

Miharde  Agullera

was a founding member and
captain of the football
team. Nibardo was also
broughtto the US at the age
of 8, has no criminal con-
victions, and is facing de-
portation. His dream is to
work and attend commu-
nity college.

On June 15, 2012, the
Obama Administration an-
nounced a major change to
deportation policy that
would offer undocumented
young people, with deep
ties to the community and
clean records, the oppor-
tunity to temporarily stop
their deportations. The ad-
ministrative “DREAM Re-
lief” policy was modeled
on aspects of the Develop-
ment, Relief, Education,
and Assistance to Minors
(DREAM) Act.

“We congratulate the
President for showing bold

moral leadership, and rec-
ognizing that our coun-
try should not punish
young people who con-
tribute so much to our
communities,” said Rev.
Jack Eggleston of the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church’s  Southeast
Michigan Synod and AIR
leader. “But this is just a
first step. We must con-
tinue the fight and move
the hearts of Congress to
finally pass comprehen-
sive immigration reform
and the DREAM Act.”

More information
can be found at the
event page within the
Alliance for Immigrant
Rights and Reform’s
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
ReformImmigrationFor
AmericaMI
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La Chiquita
MARKET
Tienda Mexicana

Productos mexicanos, carnicerfa,

pan todos los dfas. Los fines

de semana: carnitas, barbacoa, birria
de chivo, tamales y mucho mds.

136 E. Beecher St.
Adrian, MI 49221
517- 264-5126

ACEPTAMOS CARDS. ENVIOS DE DINERO
EN EEUU Y AL EXTRANJERO
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1 Wash hands often.

2 Be active every day.

5 Simple Steps to Better Health

3 Eat plenty of fruits and vegetables.

4 Keep your hot foods hot and cold foods cold.

5 Make sure adults and kids are current on their shots.

(Health T

Brought to you by the Wood County Health Department
419-352-8402 or 866-861-9338 (toll free)
www.co.wood.oh.us/HealthDepartment
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We wrifer inchome consuliamons. Evié dosde end, vemlremos a usied.
Helpimg people in Michigen s Ohéo. [Rime para Gjar una conssha

(616) 951-1721

Se habla espafiol

OVER 2000 VEHICLES at EACH LOCATION

BIG TRUCK SECTION AT OUR TELEGRAPH LOCATION
~NEW LOCATION OPENING JUNE 2011~
14533 TELEGRAPH 48134
313) 361-6764

11360 EAST 8 MILE
(313) 245-2944

‘U-Pull’em & Save

5970 W. WARREN 48210
(313) 361-6700

BIG $$3
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Bank on Toledo celebrates first anniversary
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

June 22, 2012: A local,
unified effort by banks and
credit unions to encourage
more people to learn finan-
cial literacy skills is cel-
ebrating its first year of
operations. Bank on Toledo
is set up to empower poor
people to not rely on the
high fees charged by check
cashing outlets.

Bank on Toledo set up
outside One Government
Center last Thursday, en-
couraging people to sign
up for a low-cost bank or
credit union account. More
than 500 people have en-
rolled in banking services
since the effort began last
year.

“Typically, people who
are adversely affected by
this are very poor, do not
understand, necessarily, the
idea of being able to put
their money inabank,” said
Mayor Mike Bell.

“Letmetell you, the sys-
tem we have in place is a
very trusting systemand it’s
actually insured. Sothe idea
of putting money in the
bank is very good for our
community.”

“Itisnotjustaboutopen-
ing a bank account,” said
Norris Finley,executive di-
rector of Bank on Toledo.
“It is about education and
financial literacy, so that
people can sustain the bank
accounts and fully utilize

them.”

Local bank officials ac-
knowledge the unbanked
and under-banked simply
don’ttrust traditional finan-
cial institutions. According
to these officials, among
Latinos, that “distrust is
deeply rooted in the bad
experiences they suffered
with banks in their home
countries, particularly in
Mexico.”

Bank on Toledo officials
emphasized that Nueva
Esperanza Credit Union is
one of the effort’s financial
partners. The creditunionis
located in the Old South End
and has bilingual staff to
help Spanish-speaking cus-
tomers.

“They are very, very fa-
miliar with that demo-
graphic, with that commu-
nity,” said Finley. “So they
have been very instrumen-
tal in taking care of that
population.”

“We just need people to
get involved,” said Mayor
Bell. “Take your money out
of your mattresses and places
like that and put it a bank
where it can not only help
out you but our commu-
nity.”

As aconsequence, many
people keep large sums of
money—either stored in
their home or carried with
them—making them poten-
tial crime targets.

Bank on Toledo is a
communitywide partnership
involving the City of Toledo,
United Way of Greater To-
ledo, area financial institu-
tions, and others. Similar pro-
grams are offered across the
country and grew from a suc-
cessful “Bank on San Fran-
cisco” effort, which origi-
nated in 2006. The initiative
is focused on assisting
underserved populations in
obtaining access to financial
services.

Once someone Visits a
participating “Bank on To-
ledo” financial institution, a
bank representative assists
them to open a checking and/
or savings account, learn the
proper use of credit cards,
and become informed about
home ownership and other
services. Additionally, finan-
cial education classes focus-
ing on budgeting, managing
a checking account, improv-
ing one’s credit rating, pay-
ing off debt and saving for
the future are available
through Bank on Toledo.

Seven banks and four
credit unions with offices
across Northwest Ohio are
partof the cooperative effort.
The program also is avail-
able in many suburban com-
munities, including: Bowl-
ing Green, Holland, Maumee,
Northwood, Oregon, Point
Place, Perrysburg, Rossford,
Sylvania, Toledo, and

Walbridge.

To make it more conve-
nient for low-income fami-
lies to set up banking ser-
vices, Fifth Third Bank is
makingits mobileresources
available in neighbor-
hoods across the commu-
nity in June and July. The
annual summer program
kicked off last week when
the eBus stopped at the
Broadway Corridor Com-
munity Fair.

The eBus will return in
mid-July, making stops at
the Polish Festivalin North
Toledo on Friday, July 13
and the African-American
Festival at the University
of Toledo the following
day. The e-Bus also will
visit the Cordelia Martin
Center on Nebraska Ave.
on Tuesday, July 17, and
the Perrysburg Heights
Community Center on
Wednesday, July 18 from
2-7p.m.

The eBus “empower-
mentmobiles” are designed
to meet the financial needs
of underserved populations
by bringing banking ser-
vices directly to communi-
ties in need. The buses are
equipped with Internet-ac-
cessible computer work sta-
tions to conduct credit
counseling sessions, fore-
closure prevention work-
shops and financial educa-
tion seminars.

Owens Community College
announces New Gateway to

college
Representatives of
Owens Community Col-
lege, Toledo Public
Schools, and Gateway to
College National Network
recently joined commu-
nity leaders to officially
unveil details about the
Gateway to College pro-
gram and to announce the
application process for
prospective students.
Owensistheonly academic
institution in Ohio to offer
the program, which serves
students whohave dropped
out of high school or are at
risk of dropping out.
“Owens Community
College is proud to ex-
tend this innovative edu-
cational program to
young people in the To-
ledo Public Schools dis-
trict and assist them in
achieving their educa-
tional and career goals,”
said Dr. Mary Rizza,
Owens Director of Learn-
ing Communities/Gate-
way to College. “Iencour-
age prospective students
to consider this opportu-
nity at a second chance to
realize their fullest aca-
demic potential.”
Beginning Tuesday,
June 26, 2012, area resi-
dents between the ages of
16 and 20 who have
dropped outof high school

IWENS
orareatrisk of dropping out
areinvited to apply fora fall
2012 startin the Gateway to
College program. Prospec-
tive students must reside in
the Toledo Public Schools
district. Applications are
available and must be re-
turned tothe College’s Gate-
way to College Office by
Aug. 3. Fall classes begin
Aug. 20.

In 2011, Owens was
awarded a $325,000 start-
up grant from Gateway to
College National Network
to implement Gateway to
College, a nationally rec-
ognized dropout recovery
program.

Gateway to College is
designed for young adults
ages 16 to 20 who have
dropped out of high school
or are significantly behind
in credits and unlikely to
graduate. The program en-
ables themto complete their
high school diploma re-
quirements while simulta-
neously earning college
credit toward an associate
degree or certificate.

For more information
about the Gateway to Col-
lege program, call (567)661-
72410r1-800-GO-OWENS,
Ext. 7241, or e-mail at
gateway @owens.edu.
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Old South End art murals celebrated/painted by Mario Torero and other ‘artivists’
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

June 8, 2012: An effort to
brighten Toledo’s Old South
End and build a renewed sense
of community is already work-
ing, according to a pair of artists
who spearheaded an effort to
paintartmurals along the Broad-
way Corridor.

Artists Mario Torero, born
in Pert and now living in San
Diego, and Ricardo Quiiionez
Aleman,raisedinthe border city
of Ciudad Juérez, Chihuahua,
México and now living in To-
ledo, led the project, which in-
volved art students from Bowl-
ing Green State University and
members of the public inter-
ested in adding a bit of color to
the corridor.

Quifiénez related astory of a
Perrysburgcouple whohad gone
to the San Marcos supermarket
for lunch, when they noticed
the art mural effort. The couple
was soenamored with what was
happening that they stopped
on their way home and spent
two hours adding their own
brush strokes to the effort.

“It’s a very rewarding feel-
ing to know that someone likes
whatyou’redoingand they want
toshare theirtime with you—so
you give them a brush and they
Just start painting and enjoy it,”
hesaid. “Peoplerecognize what
we're doing and they want to
help somehow. Making a brush
stroke on the wall—it means
they want this to happen, they
want the community to rise.”

Quiiénez stated other driv-
ers would honk as they passed
by amural in progress, drawing
a return wave from the group
working on the project. He said
that meant as much as people
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stopping to help.
“Itisalsoaway of saying we
are all doing this together,” he
said. “It is a kind of moral sup-
port. At the end, we needed it,
knowing that there are people
supporting us. When someone
said something positive about
it, honked their horn, or waved
to us at the mural site—it put a
huge smileonourfaceand gave
us the energy for coming the
next day to keep painting.”
The two artists only in-
tended to paint three or four
muralsovertheten-day project.
But cooperative summer
weather and unexpected per-
mission from building owners
allowed the group to complete
eight brightly-colored mu-
rals—some from designs
Torero had already sketched
out, others created on the fly.
“I'think it’s turning out very
good, very positive,” Quiiiénez
said. “I think the whole idea of
making murals in the neigh-
borhood is to bring happiness
and smiles tokids and residents
of the South Side. I think it’s
going to change the face of the
South Side and all the com-
ments that there’s too much
crime, too much drugs going
on and too much prostitution.
There might be some of that,
but not as much as what I hear.
Bringing colorinto a neighbor-
hood is a system of change.
Once more murals appearin the
neighborhood, I think crime is
going to diminish.”
Quifiénez explained his
belief that a brighter neighbor-
hood will raise community
pride and residents will start to
take ownership of where they
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live. Quifiénez himself is a
neighborhood resident, main-
taining a loft apartment and art
studio above La Galeria de las
Américas.

“They’re going to speak up
and right themselves. They’re
going to help rise this commu-
nity,” he explained. “I think the
artists are just sort of a spark. I
think the artists and the resi-
dents are on the same page, that
we want our neighborhood to
improve, to be a much better
place to live.”

“I’'mextremely happy (with
theproject),” echoed BGSU art
professor Gordon Ricketts. “It
addscolorand culture. Itcauses
people to suddenly pay atten-
tion to what’s going onin a part
of the city that has often been
neglected. It’s awesome.”

Justas a partto celebrate the
completion of the mural project
was about to start Friday
evening, Torero walked the
Broadway Corridor again with
an iPad, taking pictures so he
could document the group’s
effort. The setting sun shone
brightly on the group’s work,
adding more vibrancy to the
photos and the public art dis-
play for passersby.

“Very satistying, I had fore-
seen this and have been waiting
to do this,” he said, admitting
the anticipation of a return trip
since finishing the I-75 bridge
mural two years ago. “I call ita
mural-thon—non-stop for ten
days.”

But to Torero, who just
turned 65 yearsold, theartmural
project meant much more—a
means of picking up an entire
neighborhood to build a better
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future for the Latino residents
who will keep beautification
efforts going with the hope of
rebuilding the Broadway Cor-
ridorandencouraging reinvest-
ment.

“The place is so drabby, so
abandoned, shut down—that a
mural in the middle of it, it
doesn’t make sense,” he ex-
plained. “When something
doesn’t make sense, it gets the
attention of the people. Once
you see it, you cannot put it
away. Now they’re realizing
theimpactamural canhave (on
a community).”

“It’s a good part of town.
We’re all trying to make a dif-
ference to make it so both the
city and the neighborhood can
feel better aboutitself and learn
about its roots,” explained
Ricketts.

Known to many in the art
worldas “ElMaestro,” Torero’s
biography refers to him as an
“artivist”—part artist, part ac-
tivist. He has cultivated an on-
going relationship with BGSU
art students, and the latest
project is extension of that ex-
change. The project also was
part of a summer course in the
exploration of public art.

“Soit’s the energy and mo-
mentum thatI broughthere that
we were able to accomplish
together with the community,”
he said proudly. “(I take away)
the satisfaction and the record
that my theory works, which is
partof amaster plan thatartis a
catalyst for change. This is the
proothere. Itwasanabandoned
little town, and with a dream of
a certain group of people, they
wanted the area to grow.”

Torero explained some
BGSU students worked several
years ago during their spring
break on a public art project in

San Diego’s Barrio Logan
neighborhood. The relation-
ship that developed also fos-
tered theideaof asimilareffort
inToledo. Toreroevenhad the
BGSU students develop and
design the mural that adorns
thesideof the Providence Cen-
ter. The theme of the mural
reflects the social services of-
fered there.

Torero started by examin-
ing an array of pamphlets and
brochures in the center’s
lobby.

“Seniors, food, health, kids,
families, job-this and child-
that: I just grabbed them all,”
he said. “While the kids were
painting, I ripped out all the
possible images, about 50 of
them. We had a workshop
where the kids figured out the
composition of those designs.
That night we were projecting
it. It literally happened over-
night.”

A graffiti artistnamed Shad
even joined the effort, design-
ing a mural on the side of a
vacant building that one day
the owner hopes to reopen as a
Cuban restaurant.

According to Torero, the
building owner initially didn’t
like the original design and
became angry, because it did
not include palm trees and
beach scenes that would re-
flect the theme of his restau-
rant. But once the owner took
sometimetothinkabout Shad’s
design, he changed his mind
and allowed the mural to con-
tinue.

Art patrons, artists, and in-
vited friends of the participants
took a walking tour of the art
murals as part of an after party
to celebrate completion of the
project. The artists also put on
aslide show

and explained some of the
motivations behind the mu-
rals at La Galeria de las
Américas.

““The painting just happens
to be a tool, the art,” Torero
explained. “What we’re after
is bigger things in life. We
wantto leave amark. We want
to impress the surroundings.
‘We want to have an impact on
the environment. We want to
be mediums of change.”

The Organization of
Latino Artists (OLA) formed
since Torero’s first visit and
will carry on the art mural
project deeper into the Broad-
way Corridor. But Quifiénez
explained that work will in-
volve actively engaging
Latino youth, as well as public
art projects.

“Projecting movies for
kids, creating a kids club, so
kids can learn to take care of
their neighborhood,” he said,
expressing his hope of a part-
nership with Adelante, Inc. in
that effort.

But Quifidnez, 40, stated
OLA’s bigger job will be to
continue to engage the Broad-
way Corridor community and
keep the momentum going for
the resurgence of the neigh-
borhood. He sees the art mural
project as a beginning, not an
end in itself.

“We started this and now
it’s their responsibility to take
care of the neighborhood,”
he said. “I think that’s where
all of this is going—a very
positive direction. We, as art-
ists, may continue our work
somewhere else someday.
It’s up to the next generation
totake care of itand add more
ideas to keep rising this com-
munity. I think that’s the
main goal of this.”
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OBITUARIES

CARMELO DEJESUS-ARROYO SR.

Carmelo Delesus-Arroyo Sr., age 64 of Lorain, OH, died Wednesday June 20,
2012 in New Life Hospice Center of St. Joseph. He was born February 16, 1948 in
Jayuya, Puerto Rico, and has lived in Lorain for 31 years moving from New Jersey.
Carmelo was a member of Tabernaculo Christiano in Lorain, and enjoyed house
painting, gardening, and fishing.

He is survived by his wife of 31 years Lydia Figueroa-DeJests, sons Carmelo Jr.

and Moses of Louisville, KY and Adrian of Lorain, and daughters Sally “Bernal” of z Pc s 4 :‘:u':um POLNTCT
Louisville, KY, and Brenda Delests of Puerto Rico, grandchildren Isabel and Liza ML,
DelJesus and Domenic Bernal, brothers Mario, Eliot, and Nelson DeJesiis-Arroyo, rmixed meal

and sisters Sara Soto and Sarita Wolfe.
He was preceded in death by his parents Gregory and Rufina DeJesus, and a
brother Tony.

MARIA GUZMAN
Maria “Amelia” Guzman (née Roman), age 90, of Lorain, OH, passed away on
Wednesday, June 20,2012, at Mercy Regional Medical Center, Lorain. She was born
on August 19, 1921, in Barceloneta, Puerto Rico, and moved to Lorain in 1961. She
was amember of Sacred Heart Chapel and was also a member of Las Damas. Amelia

enjoyed playing cards, especially Rummy, playing Dominoes, and watching her L
soap operas. ) A 10 pc $149 4 biscaits

She is survived by her sons; Manuel, of Lorain and Hector, of FL, her daughters;

Carmen (Rafaél) Maldonado, of Lorain, Patty (José) Méndez, of Lorain, Isabel Tegs & thighs meal
Guzmién, of NY, and Carmen Bell, of Lorain, her 19 grandchildren, 19 great
grandchildren, a brother, Rafael Roman, of Puerto Rico, and a sister, Gloria Lopez,
of Puerto Rico. She was preceded in death by her husband, Manuel Guzman, in 1969;
son, José Antonio; her parents; Juan and Martina (née Meléndez) Roman, and a
brother and sister.

MARCOS A. PECINA

Marcos A. Pecina, age 29, of East Toledo, OH was called
home suddenly on Monday, June 18, 2012. Marcos was born
in Toledo on January 2, 1983, to Juanita “Janie” (Rafaél
Peraza) and Andrés Pecina. Marcos enjoyed camping, fishing,
and spending time with his family.

He is survived by his parents; his wife, Christie “Sissy;”
sons, Marcos Jr. and Angelo; daughters, Cierra and Serena;
brother, Angelo (Whitney) Sanchez; niece, Alayah; his half-
brothers, Leopoldo, Marcos, Andres Jr., and Ronald; half-sisters, Angie, Paula, and
Magdalena Pecina, and his god-children. He was preceded in death by his grandfa-
ther, Alberto Séanchez; uncles, Tom, Albert, and José Sanchez, and his aunt, Alice
Flores.
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OCHLA hosts statewide health summit

The Ohio Commission
on Hispanic/Latino Affairs
(OCHLA) hosts the first
statewide Ohio Latino
Health Summit on Friday,
August 3rd, 2012, at the
Ohio Department of Job &
Family Services Air Cen-
ter facility in Columbus.

In partnership with
LULAC Ohio, the Ohio
Latino Health Coalition,
the Ohio Latino Mental
Health Network, and the
Ohio Departments of
Health and Job & Family
Services, the Summit
brings Latino constituents
together with health ex-
perts, service providers,
and academics to discuss
health concerns impacting
Latino Ohioans.

Through a series of in-
teractive workshop ses-
sions, state officials, ex-
perts and community lead-
ers discuss and share the
latest research and best-
practice models. “The

Summit is our collaborative
effort to inform the public
about the health disparities
affecting Latino Ohioans,
while providing health lead-
ers with research and organi-
zational resources to develop
more effective and efficient
health services for these com-
munities.

“We hope that by bring-
ing these discussions to the
forefront, we can encourage
culturally-competent out-
reach initiatives from gov-
ernment agencies and com-
munity organizations, and
empower Latinos to access
those services and maintain
control over their health,”
declared Maritza Motino,
Vice President of LULAC
Columbus.

The Summit features wel-
coming remarks from Ms.

Angela Dawson, Director of

the Ohio

Commission on Minority
Health, and a report by Ms.
Lydia Alejandro, Co-

Founder of the Ohio

Latino Health Coali-
tion, who will present the
findings of “Local Con-
versations on Minority
Health— Report to the
Community 2011,” an
effort spearheaded by the
Ohio Commission on Mi-
nority Health, the Office
of Minority Health and
the National Partnership
for Action to End Health
Disparities (NPA).

This report will be part
of anational plan that pro-
vides a common set of
goals for eliminating
health disparities through
cooperative and strategic
actions of stakeholders
around the country.

The Ohio Latino
Health Summit is free to
attend, and registration is
available at:
www.ochla.ohio.gov/
Campaigns_Initiatives/
ohiolatinohealth-
summit.aspx
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IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS?

SVETLANA SCHREIBER

Preguntas o problemas de Inmigracion
Hablamos esparniol

*Visas * Business

* Family

iConsulta Gratis! Free Consultation

ABOGADA SVETLANA SCHREIBER

1370 Ontario St. #1620, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
www.immigration-greencards.com

* Asylum
* Deportation

216-621-7292
1-866-553-4643
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Oregon:

2521 Starr
(419) 698-2731 g
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FAMILY PACK
5 LB. PACKAGE

Ground Chuck
Hamburger
Patties

(20 count)

$19.99

per 5 Ib. package

_____________I

——

£ e e

BEST IN TOWN!

FAMILY PACK

5 LB. PACKAGE
Trimmed Beef

Skirts Steak

$6.45 8.

N o o o o e o e e

CABRITO & DIEZMILLO MEAT

)

CUSTOM MADE

PARTY TRAYS

FOR GRADUATIONS,
WEDDINGS, QUINCEANERAS
& FAMILY REUNIONS

Ci
COLDEST BEER
IN TOWN!

(STATE MINIMUM)
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WASHINGTON, DC,
June 11,2012 (AP): One of
the nation’s largest unions
and an independent Demo-
cratic group supporting
President Barack Obama
launched a joint $4 mil-
lion Spanish-language
advertising campaign on
Monday, targeting Latino
voters.

The ads, sponsored by
the Service Employees In-
ternational Union and Pri-
orities USA Action, argue
that Republican presiden-
tial candidate Mitt
Romney’s policies would
benefit the wealthiest US-
Americans at the expense
of Latinos and other work-
ing families.

Polls indicate Obama
has alarge lead over Rom-
ney among Latinos, who
are the nation’s fastest
growing minority group
and usually a reliable
Democratic voting bloc.
AnNBC News/Wall Street
Journal poll released last
month found Obama lead-
ing Romney among
Latino voters by a margin
of 61-27 percent.

Still, the Obama cam-
paign has spent $1.7 mil-
lion since mid-April on
Spanish language ads in
Florida, Nevada, and Colo-
rado, according to SMG-
Delta, a media firm that

tracks campaign advertising.
Obama carried all three states
in 2008 against Republican
John McCain; all are closely
contested this time.

Priorities USA Action,
founded by two former
Obama White House aides,
has struggled in fundraising
compared with Republican-
leaning independent groups
like American Crossroads
and its nonprofit arm, Cross-
roads GPS. But the group’s
partnerships with SEIU and
other organizations, includ-
ing the League of Conserva-
tion Voters and the United
Auto Workers, help the group
compete with the better
funded Republican-leaning
political action committees.
The political wing of SEIU
has given a combined $1
million to Priorities USA
Action during the current
election cycle.

The Priorities USA adver-
tising partnerships with SEIU
have focused primary on
Latino voters, akey election-
year constituency for Obama.
The ads released Monday
use statements made by Rom-
ney, including his assertion
that the very poor were not
his focus, to try to make the
case that the presumptive
Republican nominee would
be harmful to Latinos.

The ads will run on televi-
sion and radio stations in

Obama’s new ad blitz targets Latino voters
By JULIE PACE, Associated Press

Colorado, Nevada, and
Florida—all battleground
states with sizeable Latino
populations—throughout
the summer.

Meanwhile, the Obama
campaign on Monday also
released anew online video
on whatit says is aRomney
plan to eliminate police of-
ficer, firefighter and teacher
positions.

The video asserts that
“this approach is nothing
new to Mitt Romney—it’s
the same one he pursued in
Massachusetts.”

The video charges that
as governor of Massachu-
setts, Romney cut funding
for education and first re-
sponders and says that lead
to layoffs, even though he
expanded the size of state
government overall.

Associated Press writer
Jack Gillum contributed to
this report.
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Pres. Obama addresses Latino leaders a day
after Mitt Romney

June22,2012(AP): Presi-
dent Barack Obama ad-
dressed Latino leaders Fri-
day, his first speech to a
Latino group since he de-
creed that many young un-
documented immigrants
brought to the United States
as children would be ex-
empted from deportation
and granted work permits
good for two years.

The speech to the Na-
tional Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Of-
ficialsnear Orlando, Florida
also comes a day after the
group gave acool reception
to Republican presidential
challenger Mitt Romney
and his newly softened
stance on immigration.

Obama’s immigration
initiative, announced less
than five months before the
November elections, de-
lighted many in the Latino
community and drew re-
newed attention to the key
Latino voting bloc and its
potential for affecting the
presidential election with
its turnout and energy.
Obama won 67 percent of
the Latino vote in 2008,
and aides believe he could
do better this time.

‘While the economy con-
tinues to dominate the presi-
dential race, Obama’s team
was mindful that any-
thing—including issues
like immigration or gay
marriage—could shift the
balance ifthe contest, which
surveys show is close less
than five months before the
election.

Anew Associated Press-
GfK survey released Friday
showed thatObama’srecent
endorsement of gay mar-
riage did little to shift U.S.
views on the subject but
that the president fired up
his core supporters. More
young people, liberals and
Democrats say they
strongly approve of
Obama’s handling of same-
sex marriage than said they
did before he disclosed his
new position last month.

The AP-GfK pollshowed
that voters, at least nation-

ally, didn’t flee the president.

When asked which candi-
date US-Americans trustto do
abetter job of handling social
issues such as abortion and
same-sex marriage, there was
little change from a poll taken
about a week before Obama’s
May 9 announcement; 52 per-
cent now side with Obama,
compared with 36 percent for
Romney.

And more Democrats and
liberals said they strongly ap-
proved of the president’s han-
dling of gay marriage than did
last August; 41 percent of
Democrats now say that,com-
pared with 26 percent back
then, and 48 percentofliberals
have that view, up from 28
percent almost a year ago.

Butposingapotential prob-
lem for the president, his an-
nouncement also fired up the
right against him. More Re-
publicans and conservatives
said they strongly disapproved
of his handling of the issue
now than before; 53 percent of
Republicans said that, com-
pared with 45 percent in Au-
gust, and 52 percent of conser-
vatives say as much now, up
from 43 percent back then.

Romney, who spoke to the
Latino group Thursday,
backed off the tough anti-
undocumented immigrant
rhetoric of the Republican
primaries and vowed to ad-
dress undocumented immi-
gration “in a civil but reso-
lute manner.” But he gave no
details as to what these poli-
cies would entail.

He outlined plans to over-
haul the green card system for
immigrants with families and
end immigration caps for their
spouses and minor children.

But while he attacked
Obama’s new plan to ease de-
portation rules as little more
than a “stopgap measure,” he
was vague about how he
would treat immigrant chil-
dren brought to the country
without documentation by
their parents and refused tosay
whether he would reverse
Obama’s recently announced
policy.

Obama and his advisers
clearly see an advantage on

the issue, and Obama was
expected to draw attention
to his initiative and call for
an overhaul of the entire im-
migration system. He also
was expected to renew his
call for Congress to pass his
job creation measures,
which he has proposed to
pay for with tax increases on
the wealthy, an idea Repub-
licans reject outright.
Though hardly mono-
lithic in their approach to
politics, a majority of
Latinos have been voting
Democratic in recent elec-
tions. But Obamarisked los-
ing some support in part
because Latinos have been
hard hit by the economy.
‘What’s more, Latino leaders
had also grown frustrated
with Obama because he
failed to deliver on his 2008
pledge to overhaul immi-
gration and because his ad-
ministration was deporting
undocumented immigrants
inrecord numbers (twice the
George W. Bush level).
Then came last week’s
announcement, which could
benefit anywhere from
800,000 to 1.4 million im-
migrantsinthe U.S.,depend-
ing on separate estimates.
Obama spoke about two
hours after Republican Sen.
Marco Rubio, who has been
promoting a plan that would
have dealt with young un-
documented immigrants in
a similar fashion to what
Obama accomplished ad-
ministratively. Rubio’s ef-
fortwasaresponse to Demo-
cratic legislation, called the
DREAM Act,thatwould have
created a path to citizenship
forsome children of undocu-
mented immigrants.
Rubio, mentioned as a
possible running mate for
Romney, criticized
Obama’s policy, saying it
ignored the Constitution
and bypassed Congress.
Romney has said he was
studying Rubio’s proposal
but has not endorsed it.

Associated Press writer
Steve Peoples in Orlando
contributed to this report.
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Esperanza 22 year of Fiesta bigger and better
By Arooj Ashraf, La Prensa Correspondent

Esperanza Inc. cel-
ebrated the 22" Fiesta of
Hope and awarded 93 schol-
arships of $1,000 each to
deserving students, with
more than 750 supporters,
parents and friends present
at the Cleveland Renais-
sance Hotel on June 22,
2012.

Mayor Frank G. Jack-
son said he appreciates the
commitment Esperanza
shows to education and
supporting excellence of its
students and noted the ad-
ministrations Higher Edu-
cation Compact is address-
ing the gaps to make access
to colleges easier, afford-
able, and possible. He said
the problems have been
identified, anditis now time
to work together to address
them collectively.

“With only 3 in 10 His-
panic students graduating
from high school here in
Cleveland, it is too easy to
focus on the monumental
problems facing our youth.
However, Fiesta of Hope is
about highlighting those
students that are defying
the odds and pursuing their
education,” said Victor
Ruiz, Executive Director.

“This year we will be giv-
ing out the most scholar-
ships in the history of our
organization. We could not
be prouder of these young
people and look forward to
their success.” Ruiz added,
the national Hispanic
graduationrates are higher,
almost twice the rate in the
city—"“This is a Cleveland
problem that requires a
Cleveland solution.”

Esperanza staff and vol-
unteers work with the schol-
arship recipients through-
outtheircollege experience
to ensure their success. “At
Esperanza, we are part of
the solution,” said Ruiz,
“We need more mentors and
advocates and volunteers.”

Jessica Gonzdlez said
the students each have
amazing stories, struggles
and successes that moved

the selection committee to
tears, and laughter, but most
of all made them proud to be
helping these students
achieve their dreams and as-
pirations.

Students like 35-year-old
Miguel Sanchez, who grew
up in the projects and has
been incarcerated multiple
times, “The last time I was
really there for necessity,”
he said. In the last two years
he has decided to turn his life
around and earned his GED.
He is now enrolled at
Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege achieving a 4.0 semes-
ter grade point average. “It
will sound cliché, but God
motivated me to turn my life
around,” he said. Sdnchez
said his pride made him want
to accomplish everything on
his own; he struggled in math
class but then discovered
something important in
life—*"T realized how much
easierit wasifjustasked for
help, and got tutored.”

He said it is an important
lesson for him; it is ok to ask
forhelp. He wants to earn his
sociology degree from
Cleveland State University,
and help young men like
himself. “They can never tell
me: ‘What do you know?’
because I'll tell them grab a
seat and get some lunch be-
cause we’ll be here a while,”
he said. College isn’t just
providing him with text
book knowledge; he is also
learning important lessons
in life—"“If I am too proud to
ask for help, how can I help
others?”

His mother, Andrea
Sdnchez, stood beside him
beaming with pride. “He has
a good heart, I am proud of
him and that he wants to help
others.”

Maria Lopez is a senior at
Norte Dame College study-
ing biology to prepare for
medical school. Sheis athird-
time recipient of Esperanza’s
scholarship and says she is
definitely grateful for all the
assistance, “Every little bit
counts.”

A first-time college stu-
dent in the family, Lépez
is motivating her older
brother to complete his
GED. “He has a wife and
daughter so he’s doing it
for them and to have a bet-
ter future, and I am there
encouraging him to look
at possibilities of college.”
She encourages him to uti-
lize Esperanza’s program.

Lépez said she wants to
be able to make a differ-
ence in other people’s
lives. Her mother, Sandra
Manzanares, arrived from
Nicaragua 15 years ago
and said she couldn’t be
more proud of her
daughter’s achievements.
“I am grateful for
Esperanza and the donors
and yes we can achieve our
dreams,” she said.

Keynote speaker,
Sandra Pianalto, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive
Officer of Federal Reserve
Bank, shared her family’s
inspirational immigrant
story of coming from Italy
tothe U.S. “My parents saw
this as an investment in
our future.”

Sherecalls how her par-
ents struggled to learn the
language and when they
spoke with an accent how
people treated them,
“What I learned from that
is to treat people with re-
spect,” Pianalto said; for
every student graduating
high school there are oth-
ers who are not, and they
are the ones who will be
living in hardship.

“We canignore the edu-
cation problem but we can-
not ignore the conse-
quences,” she said.
Pianalto said that learning
is a never-ending process
and being forced out of
comfort zones is a great
way to grow in leaps and
bounds. “This scholarship
isaninvestment to create a
life worthy of your proud
families and heritage and I
hope it brings you much
joy,” she said.
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Lawrence P. Scsmaxer, DDS
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La Liga de las Américas #
Soccer Scores, June 24, 2012

h ;h ‘e,
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Potros Neza 2 Vs, Dep. Las Lajas 2
Corre Caminos 3 Vs. Dep. Weston 3
Central Arsenal 8 vs. Frfemont 2
Young Guns 4 Vs. Dep. Holanda 2
Michigan 2 vs.  Guadalupe 3

(Preguntas? Geronimo Aranda 419.377.3580, barandag@aol.com

Rol de Juegos 2012

2012 Schedule

Segunda Vuelta/Second Round

6/24/2012 7/1/2012
Equipo/Team  |VS| _ Equipo/Team | AM/PM Equipo/Team  |VS|  Equipo/Team | AM/PM
Potros Neza vs.| Deportivo Las Lajas | 10:15 Corre Caminos vs.|  central Arsenal 10:15

Corre Caminos __|vs.| _Deportivo Weston | 1015 Guadalupe. vs. Potros Neza 1015
Central Arsenal Vs, Fremont 12:15 Michigan vs. Young Guns 12:15
Young Guns vs.| Deportivo Holanda | 12:15 Fremont vs.|_Deportivo Las Lajas_| 12:15
Michigan vs Guadalupe, 2:15 Deportivo Holanda_|vs.| _Deportivo Weston | 2:15

7/8/2012 7/15/2012

Equipo/Team  |VS| _ Equipo/Team | AM/PM. Equipo/Team  |VS|  Equipo/Team | AM/PM
Deportivo Holanda | vs.| Deportivo Las Lajas | 1015 Fremont vs. Michigan 1015
Potros Neza vs. Fremont 1015 Potros Neza vs.| _Deportivo Holanda | 10:15
Michigan vs.| Deportivo Weston | 12:15 Central Arsenal |vs.| Deportivo Las Lajas | 12:15
Corre Caminos __|vs. Young Guns 12:15 Corre Caminos | vs Guadalupe, 12:15
Guadalupe vs.|  central Arsenal 2:15 Deportivo Weston _[vs. Young Guns 2:15

7/22/2012 7/29/2012

Equipo/Team  |VS| _ Equipo/Team | AM/PM. Equipo/Team  |VS|  Equipo/Team | AM/PM
Deportivo Holanda VS. Fremont 10:15 Potros Neza VvS. Corre Caminos 10:15
Central Arsenal _|vs. Potros Neza 1015 Guadalupe. vs. Fremont 1015
Michigan vs|  corre caminos | 1215 || Deportivo Holanda | vs. Michigan 12:15
Young Guns v Guadalupe, 12:15 Deportivo Weston _|vs.| _ cCentral Arsenal | 12:15
Deportivo Las Lajas_|vs.| _Deportivo Weston | 2:15_| [ Deportivo Las Lajos | vs. Young Guns 2:15

8/5/2012 /12/2012

Equipo/Team 4 Equipo/Team AM/PM Equipo/Team VS Equipo/Team AM/PM
Deportivo Las Lajas_|vs. Guadalupe 1015 Potros Neza vs.| _Deportivo Weston | 10:15
Potros Neza vs, Michigan 10:15 Deportivo Las Lajas | vs. Corre Caminos 10:15
Young Guns vs|  Central Arsenal | 1215 Michigan vs|  central Arsenal | 12115
Fremont vs| Deportivo Weston | 12:15 Guadalupe. vs.| Deportivo Holanda | 12:15
Corre Caminos  |vs.| Deportivo Holanda | _2:15 Fremont vs Young Guns 2:15

8/19/2012
Equipo/Team & Equipo/Team AM/PM .

Guadalupe vs.| Deportivo Weston | 10:15 " ;- 6 P'reguntaS?
VoungGuns __ |vs.| _ Potres Neza 015 . ! GeronimoAranda
Michigan vs.| Deportivo Las Lajas | 12:15 -
Central Arsenal _[vs.| Deportivo Holanda | 12:15 .- 419.377.3580,
corre Camnos_[vs] _Fremor | o5 ¥ barandag@aol.com
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La Prensa Newspaper is
seeking photographs and other
archival information and materials
for the publication of the
History of the Latino Community
in the Toledo Metro area.
Many Latino families moved to the
Great Lakes area in the early 1920s,
with subsequent major migrations in
the 1940s, 1950s, and 1990s.

Contact Rico at La Prensa at
419-242-7744 or email rico@laprensal.com.
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REGISTRATION RENEWALS FOR APPORTIONED COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE

Beginning Monday, June 25, 2012, the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles will allow interstate commercial truck
drivers to use a new online system for yearly registration renewals. The Web site will offer renewal services
forthe International Registration Plan (IRP), a registration reciprocity agreementbetween all states, the District
of Columbia and the provinces of Canada. The agreement provides payment of apportioned fees on the basis
of total distance operated in each jurisdiction.

Ohio Apportioned Registration is for vehicles that are:
* Power units with a gross weight in excess of 26,000 pounds, or;
* Power units with three or more axles regardless of weight, or;
* Power units used in combination with another unit together exceeding 26,000 pounds

During 2011, Ohio collected nearly $120 million in registration fees from Ohio based companies, as well as out-
of-state truckers who drive through on Ohio roads. The new online system will not only significantly reduce the
registration processing time, but will benefit out-of-state drivers who may be unable to return to Ohio to process
registration paperwork. For more information, log onto www.ohcors.com or call Ohio Commercial Online
Registration Systemat 1-800-477-0007.

Toledo
Firefighters
Museum
dedication of
Model T Fire
Truck

On Saturday, June
23 at 11:00 a.m., the
Toledo Firefighters
Museum will dedicate
the recently restored
Model T Fire Truck that
was donated to the
museum. The restora-
tionwas completed with
the hard work of mu-
seum volunteers, both
active and retired.

The Model T willjoin
the 1933 Federal Ser-
vice Ladder Truck on
display at the Toledo
Firefighters Museum
located at 918 West
Sylvania Ave.

Happy
. Birthday
' ROSA LINDA
FHERNANDEZ

July 1 5§

Happy
Birthday
SELINA
GONZALEZ

July 2

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY12-143, (Project # 5004-11-1619) for
University Medical Center Operating Rooms 13 & 14 - Phase Il for the University
of Toledo Health Science Campus. Sealed bids for this project must be clearly
marked with the project number on all inner and outer envelopes and/or shipping
containers. Bids must be addressed and delivered to the University of Toledo,
Main Campus, Facilities and Construction, Plant Operations Room 1100, 2925 E.
Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 before 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 10,
2012 Bids will be publicly opened that same day at 2:05 p.m. in the Plant
Operations Building, Room 1000. Copies of Plans, Specifications, and Bid
Forms may be obtained from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Road, Toledo,
Ohio 43615. Call 419-385-5303 for an appointment to pick up bid package. A cost
of $100.00 will be charged per set. Any further information may be obtained from
Andrew Welch of Buehrer Group Architects & Engineering at 419-893-9021. One
Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Tuesday, July 3,2012at 10:00a.m. in the
Health Education Building, Room 103, at the University of Toledo, Health
Science Campus, 3000 Arlington Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43614. Total Bid
Guaranty and Contract Bond are required per section 153.54 of the Ohio Revised
Code. EDGE Participation Goal: 10%. Project Estimate: $1,038,000.00; Break-
down: General Const: $479,000.00; Plumbing: $137,000.00; Fire Protection:
$12,000.00; HVAC: $160,000.00; & Electrical: $250,000.00.

Medical Scribe

PTtofacilitate patient flow through the OP Clinics
and ensure an accurate, complete medical record for
each patient. Qualifications: Graduate of an accred-
ited Allied Health Program included, but not limited
to: RHIT, RHIA, Medical Coding or related disci-
plines. (Musthold CPR certification or obtain prior to
hire into position). OR Medical Assistant (holding
diploma ordegree and current CPR certification) with
two-years patient-focused medical assisting experi-
ence, exclusive of medical office duties. Medical
terminology and accepted abbreviations. Recogni-
tion of physical exam process and ability to record
exam details. Computer proficiency, minimum of 30
wpm, accuracy and ability to quickly learn new
applications. To view full posting & to apply visit:
jobs.utoledo.edu. The University of Toledoisan EO/
AA Employer & Educator M/F/D/V

PARALEGAL

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA), located in Toledo, OH is seeking
experienced applicants for a Paralegal position. For complete details of the
position and application information, visit our website at www.lucasmha.org.
Please note on your submittal if you are a LMHA Public Housing resident or
Housing Choice Voucher Program participant. Thisis a Section 3 covered position
and HUD recipients are encouraged to apply. All materials submitted mustbe
received at LMHA not later than 5:00 P.M. on Monday, July 9, 2012.
NOPHONE CALLS

Equal employment opportunity shall be afforded to all qualified persons without
regard to age, race, color, religion, religious creed, sex, military status, ancestry,
disability, handicap, sexual orientation, genetic information or national origin.

Toledo Zoo
Maintenance Tech

Primary responsibilities include preventative
maintenance and minor repair of zoo vehicles and
equipment, buildings and structures. Includes paint-
ing, basic mechanical, plumbing, electrical, carpen-
try, masonry work, assists in maintaining animal
exhibit filtration systems, HVAC systems, provide
snow removal and general labor. Works indepen-
dently and with Maintenance Tech |, also performs
other duties as directed.

Must have problem solving & analytical skills and
the capability to work in a team environment with
other employees. Must possess basic computer
skills i.e. research parts online, internet searches,
etc. Minimum high school diploma or equivalentand
be familiar with common maintenance materials and
tools through previous work/schooling with general
mathematics capabilities. Must have a valid driver’s
license and be insurable by the Zoo’s fleetinsurance
carrier. The Toledo Zoois an EOE, and a drug/alcohol
free workplace.

For consideration please submit résumés by
Friday July, 6, 2012 to Julie Mutsko, Recruitment
Manager utilizing only one of the following methods:

resume @toledozoo.org Or Attn: Recruiting Man-
ager, The Toledo Zoo, P.O. Box 140130, Toledo OH
43614-0801

Se busca instaladores de alfombray de piso
de vinilo inmediatamente. Favor de llamar a
este numero: 567.298.4630. Pregunta por
Brittani.
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Communities in Schools of Lenawee
1040 S. Winter
Ste. 3013
Adrian, Ml 49221

|
In Eh o "I.k

YOU can impact Adrian ELL students!

Develop programs, and generate community re-
sources to assistidentified English Language Learn-
ers and their families through the Communities In
Schools’ process. Position is 20 hours per week
during the school year. Annual renewable contract.
Must be bilingual and bicultural; have excellent
communication and computer skills, and compas-
sion for at-risk youth. Send cover letter and résumé
to CIS Lenawee at 1040 S. Winter, Ste 3013, Adrian,
MI 49221 no later than July 6, 2012.

SEASONAL PROGRAM PRESENTER

Metroparks of the Toledo Area is looking for a
qualified individual to present programs and operate
the canal boat at Providence Metropark, Wildwood
and others. Some college in education, theater,
history, or related field required. Seasonal employ-
ment through December, up to 40 hours per week.
$8.85/hr. Application and résumé must be submitted
online by July 5 at www.metroparkstoledo.com.
EOE

GROWING ELECTRONICS
COMPANY IN CANTON HAS
immediate contract openings for
ELECRONIC TECHNICIANS

ASSEMBLY & TESTING
GENERAL LABOR
MATERIAL HANDLING
WAREHOUSING
Clean Room Experience a Plus,
Competitive Pay, Reliable and
Sincere individuals Apply.
Fax Résumé (734) 468-0142

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
John H. McKissick Senior Apartments are
accepting applications for 1 bedroom
waiting list for elderly housing, 62 years
or older. Rent will be based on income.
Applications will be taken on a FIRST
COME FIRST SERVE BASIS on Thursday, July
5,2012 from 9:00 A.M. — 1:00 P.M. at
1030 Brookview Drive, Toledo, Ohio. For
furtherinformation, call (419) 389-0361,
M-F 8:30 A.M. — 4:30 P.M.

La Prensa—Classified

Help Wanted
Cleveland /
Lorain Only

Hotel House-
keeper and
Houseman

Needed
Experienced,
Reliable, Flexible, &
No Felony;
Please contact:

440.305.2897.

Drivers:

Getting Home is
Easier. Chromed
out trucks w/
APU’s. Chromed
out NEW PAY
PACKAGE!
90% Drop &
Hook CDL-A,
6mos Exp.
888-406-9046

GUERRERO TAX
& FREFFESSHINALSERYICES

e Fiddams  barw & e e prrlaait T vwy

Devicass e g it e o Mesam § San Ameeesa
B % Feed § SO0

ARACELY LU ERRERC-OWNER

S539 L alima™>e
Tl € FH 4 RE09

CONFIDENTIAL.
HIV TESTING

N 1 P

Have a Classified Ad? Email

Community

Garage Sale
atPerrysburg
Heights Community
Center
12282 Jefferson St.,
Perrysburg, OH 43551
on
June 30" and July 1
from 9am-4pm
both days.
Call for information
419-874-4529.
Rent a table for $5 to
sell your own things or
come to shop.
No admission fee for
buyers!

Housing
Cleaning
Service

* Residential

* Commercial

* Serving East &
West Cleveland

Contact Luis:

216-832-1437

BUY
THIS

SPACE!

To place your ad in
La Prensa call:

(419) 870-6565
(419) 870-2797
(313) 729-4435
(440) 320-8221
Classifieds also

online at
www.LaPrensal.com

DEDICATED
ACCOUNT

+ Dedicated account

+ Eam $900+/ week average
+ Home every other wk/end

¢ Health and 401K

o Also hiring Owner Operators
Requires CDL A and 3 months
OTR experience.

Don't miss out .Call today!

866-475-3621
i85, URESS

WWW.USIRS.C0M

We make our own
corn tortillas but
provide all of your
Mexican Food
Products.

SUPPLIERS OF
MEXICAN FOOD
PRODUCTS

2742 HILL AVE.
TOLEDO, OHIO

800-233-0142
419-534-2074

Real Estate

e daws BFan
|

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING
FOR SALE

INDOWNTOWN TOLEDO
NEAR COURTHOUSE, 3 LEVELS.
For More Information Call: 419-870-6565

s+ CMHA

1-4 Bedroom Apartments & Townhomes
Riverside Park Homes
Located on Cleveland’s Westside
*income restrictions apply*
To apply for a position on the waiting list visit:
Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority
8120 Kinsman Road Cleveland, Ohio 44104

&

1

|s1en.200

ERIE e ] o AMEAT

Ty e

For Sale

Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a subsidized
independent housing facility for those 62 or
older. We are located in a beautiful, quiet
residential setting in Perrysburg. Abundant
Life offers one bedroom garden apartments
with private patios, indoor mailboxes, reserved
parking and busing to local grocery stores.
Applications are now being accepted
Call419-874-4371

AV O N

the company for woman

I"l Avon Bepresertali
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ad to classifiedlaprensal@gmail.com for cost! 419-241-8284
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Hispanic Roundtable set to discuss immigration reform after November election

Feliciano: Obama’s ‘administrative DREAM Act’ first step towards comprehensive immigration reform
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

June 29, 2012: The Ohio
Hispanic Roundtable is only
held every two or three years,
but the time has come again to
discuss issues of importance to
the Latino community. The fo-
cus this time will be on immi-
gration reform—but the
Roundtable won’tbe convened
inCleveland until afterthe presi-
dential election, in order to sur-
vey political landscape in
which the strategy and discus-
sion will occur.

President Barack Obama’s
Friday announcementofan ‘ad-
ministrative DREAM Act’
policy will provide an interest-
ing backdrop to the debate. The
president stated that young
immigrants who came to the
U.S. as children will not be de-
ported, allowing them more
time to pursue an education or
join the military.

The president was immedi-
ately praised and criticized for
the election-year policy shift,
which suddenly puts a hot-but-
ton issue squarely in the cross-
hairs of whatis quickly becom-
ing a volatile election cam-
paign.

José Feliciano

“In the end, it’s still only a
firststep,” said Cleveland attor-
ney José Feliciano, also con-
vener of the Hispanic
Roundtable. “At the end of the
day, we still need comprehen-
sive immigration reform.”

Feliciano stated “‘of course
he is” when asked if the presi-
dentwas pandering tothe Latino
vote in the middle of his re-
election bid. Many political
observers believe Latinos will
ultimately decide the race be-
tween Obama and presumptive
Republican presidential nomi-
nee Mitt Romney. Ohio also is
seen as a key battleground state
in the race for the White House.

The Cleveland lawyer also
maintained the new policy
won’t accomplish the same
broad objectives of the DREAM
Act, even though the president
renewed his call on Congress to
pass the legislation.

The Ann Arbor, Michigan-
based group Alliance for Immi-
grants Rightsand Reform (AIR)
praised the presidential decree
in a statement issued the same
afternoon it was announced on
June 15, 2012.

The change would stop the

deportations of young people
who arrived before the age of
16,have beeninthe U.S. forat
least five years, are younger
than age 30, and are actively
pursuing education or have
graduated from high school.
The estimated 800,000 eli-
gible immigrants, as well as
those not yet in deportation
proceedings, would also be
able to go through a process to
apply for work permits.

“We thank the President,
who has taken bold action,
and congratulate the youth
who came out of the shadows,
stuck to their guns, and won a
big victory,” said Ryan Bates,
directorof AIR. “Thatfearless
spiritmust carry us forward as
we continue the fight for relief
for all the immigrant families
and workers that are contrib-
uting to our country.”

‘While praising the deci-
sion, the group also called on
the Obama administration to
push for comprehensive im-
migration reform. Advocates
also sounded anote of caution
that relief for DREAM Act
students would take place
throughthe ‘prosecutorial dis-
cretion’ program, which the
group called “woefully inad-
equate” since its announce-
mentayearago. AIR calledon
the president to “work with
the community to ensure that
relief is fully and adequately
implemented.” The groupalso
vowed “the fight will continue
to win real relief for the mil-
lions of undocumented work-
ers, families, and young people
not eligible for this program.”

Republicans in the U.S.
Senate held up passage of the
DREAM Act with a filibuster
twicein2010and heavily criti-
cized President Obama’s
policy change as an “end run”
around Congress.

U.S.Sen. Rob Portman (R-
Ohio) issued a scathing state-
mentattacking the president’s
executive order. Portman is a
Cincinnati Republican ru-
mored to be among the pos-
sible vice presidential running
mates for Mitt Romney.

“Despite promising to ad-
dressillegalimmigrationearly
in his term, the president has
failed to lead on yet another
important national issue, and
is instead resorting to an elec-
tion-year gambit that pro-

vides no certainty to immi-
grants, employers, and the
American people,” said Sen.
Portman, “The president’s job
is to build consensus on tough
issues, not pick and choose
whatlaws heenforces based on
campaign polling data.”

Kaptur v. Kucinich

The Congressional office
of U.S.Rep. Marcy Kaptur(D-
9" District) failed torespond to
arequestforcommentby press
time.

U.S.Rep. Dennis Kucinich
(D-10"District) issued a state-
ment supportive of the
president’s executive order.

“The demonization of im-
migrants that has been ampli-
fied over the last several years
tears at the very fabric that has
made the United States the
country it is,” said Rep.
Kucinich. “Inthe wake of Con-
gress’ failure to pass the
DREAM Act or comprehen-
sive immigration reform, the
announcement by the Obama
Administration to cease de-
porting undocumented immi-
grant youth who meet certain
requirements is a critical step
toward addressing our broken
immigrationsystemandkeep-
ingthe Americandreamalive.”

The DREAM Actsurfaced
as a major campaign issue as
the two incumbents squared
offinaMarch primary wonby
Ms. Kaptur, who voted against
the legislation in 2010.
Kucinich, who leaves Con-
gress at the end of the year,
called on his colleagues to
pass it.

“Our immigration laws
shouldnotpunishstudents who
have grown upin the U.S. and
who have no path to citizen-
ship if their parents do not
have an immigration status,”
he said. “Immigrant students
who want to contribute to the
communities that helped raise
them should not be prevented
from doing so. The announce-
ment represents a critical step
toward ensuring that all stu-
dents have access to educa-
tional opportunities.”

Kaptur’s Republican chal-
lenger issued a statement con-
demning Obama’s executive
order as “unconstitutional”
and “totalitarian,” calling it “a
gift to illegal aliens.”

“Additional amnesty and

July 2012

On July 17, 2012, El
Centro will be hosting a
luncheon to engage in a
conversation with partici-
pants on the Affordable
Health CareAct,” from 12-
1pm @ El Centro, 2800
Pearl Ave., Lorain. This is
afree luncheon, sponsored
by UHCAN Ohio.RSVP @
440-277-8235 or
vleandry @lorainelcentro.org
(This event will occur ev-
ery third Tuesday of each
month at noon).

Other El Centro events
include:

July 18, 2012 — In col-
laboration with First
American Title and NID

Upcoming Events

Housing, El Centro will be
conducting a homeowner
class from 6-8pm @ EI
Centro, 2800 Pearl Ave.,
Lorain.

July 19,2012 — El Centro
Food Pantry — In collabora-
tion with Second Harvest
Food Bank of North Central
Ohio — from 12-3-pm @ El
Centro, 2800 Pearl Ave.
Lorain. Families are given
one box of food-FREE- Photo
IDrequired. (This event will
occur every third Thursday
of each month at the same
time).

July 21,2012 -Incollabo-
ration with First American

0 1l |
[ELCENTRO|
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Title and NID Housing, El
Centro will be conducting
aforeclosure seminar from
10-2pm @ El Centro, 2800
Pearl Ave., Lorain.

El Centro is a Hispanic-
Latino non-profitadvocacy
organization whose mis-
sionis to enhance the socio-
economic status of the
greater Lorain County com-
munity by providing essen-
tial social, educational,
culturaln and community

development services.

illegal labor will further de-
press the already stagnant
wages which Ohio workers are
experiencing,” said Samuel
“Joe the Plumber”
Wurzelbacher, who first
gained fame by questioning
Obama about taxes during a
2008 presidential campaign
stop in the Toledo area. “It’s
one more blatant affront to the
authority of the Constitution.”
The reality remains that
President Obama’s executive
order is the first substantive
movement on immigration
since he took office. The ef-
fects in Ohio could open the
door of higher education to
notjustLatinos, butany immi-
grantseeking a college degree
and faced with uncertainty.
The most high-profile de-
portation casetodatein North-
westOhioinvolvesaGerman-
born man who just graduated
from Tiffin University.
Manuel Bartsch said the
policy shift means he can
move forward with his life
without fear of federal authori-
ties deporting younger ille-
gal immigrants. Bartsch was
jailed for more than two weeks
and threatened with deporta-
tion seven years ago while
living in Northwest Ohio.
Bartsch was just 10 when
his step-grandfather brought
him from Germany to Ohio,
but failed to process his immi-
gration papers. Bartsch now
will be able to stay in the U.S.,
apply fora work visa, and will
be able to start a career. Thou-
sands of young Latinos are
facing a similar situation.
The Hispanic National Bar
Association (HNBA), which
has been working on behalf of
undocumented Latino stu-
dents across the nation to keep
them in the U.S., also praised
thedecision, stating itachieves
a crucial element of the legis-
lation by deferring deporta-
tion by at least two years.
“Today is a landmark day
for the thousands of
DREAMers who have served,

learned, and worked in the
United States for most of their
lives,” said BennyAgosto, presi-
dent of HNBA. “These young
people, Americans throughand
through, no longer must live in
fear of deportation from their
adopted homeland. All Ameri-
cans should rejoice that these
students, soldiers, and mem-
bers of our communities will
continue to contribute to our
nation.”

Ironically, Cleveland will
celebrate World Refugee Day
on Wednesday, June 20, at
Saigon Plaza, a celebration of
all the immigrants who now
callNortheast Ohio theirhome.
The International Services
Center, Cleveland’s immi-
grantwelcome center fornearly
100 years, is putting on the
celebration. The local agency
helps refugees resettle in the
Cleveland area and regards
their work as providers of a
safe haven for those fleeing
persecution forreasons of race,
religion, nationality, and po-
litical opinion.

Feliciano has joined an ef-
fort by other Latino leaders to
press Global Cleveland to fo-
cus its efforts on attracting all
immigrant families to the city,
not just the best and bright-
est—in particular, highly-edu-
cated scientists, engineers, and
others in technological fields.

“We want comprehensive
immigration reform,” said
Feliciano. “Neither candidate
has satisfied the Roundtable’s
interests on immigration. We
would like to see either or both
comeforward withcomprehen-
sive immigration reform and
we think that needs to include
a path to citizenship for those
who are here already.”

Feliciano recently was in-
ducted into the Cleveland In-
ternational Hall of Fame for
his advocacy work on behalf of
the Latinocommunity. Bornin
PuertoRico, theattorney is both
the founder and chairman of
the Hispanic Roundtable, a
non-profit organization that

José Feliciano

aims toempower Cleveland’s
Latino community.

He called the honor the
equivalent of a lifetime
achievementaward thatserved
as bittersweet recognition, ex-
pressing sadness that his
brother and father weren’t
around the share in the accom-
plishment.

“I"'m honored to be recog-
nized for one of my interests,
my commitment for one of the
passions in my life—the de-
velopment of the Hispanic
community and the respect it
deserves,” he said. «

But Feliciano also admit-
ted it has been a frustrating
path to work on behalf of fel-
low Latinos, who continue to
wage the same battles on edu-
cation, immigration, and nu-
merous other issues.

“It has been and continues
tobefrustrating,” he admitted.

Feliciano likened the
struggle for recognition to the
story of mythological story of
Sisyphus, who was con-
demned foreternity tothe frus-
trating task of pushing a boul-
der up a hill, only to see it roll
backdowntheslope eachtime.

“Atthe Roundtable, we are
interested in transforming the
relationship between the His-
panic community and the
broader community,” he said.
“ThatI would consideragenu-
ine reward if we could do that
and achieve the respect and
the parity and equality that
our community, quite frankly,
deserves.”

Sister Alicia Alvarado with Victor Ruiz, Executive Director of Esperanza, Inc., at
22nd annual Fiesta of Hope scholarship luncheon on June 22. See page 12.
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Register Today 11

Servicios de emergencia a la altura de los mifios. Imagineselo
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anos
Felicidades
de toda tu
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