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La consulta es GRATIS! Hablamos Español!

(800) 309-7404
www.MiOhioAbogado.com

ABOGADOABOGADOABOGADOABOGADOABOGADO
Lesionado por Trabajo y Construcción
Lesiones Serias y fatales

Social Security Disability/SSI
Accidentes de Auto/Moto/Camión

Negligencia Médica
• Parálisis Cerebral
• Lesiones causadas en el

Nacimiento
• Muerte por Negligencia
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Margaret W. Wong
& Associates

Atendiendo a todas sus necesidades de
inmigración, Margaret W Wong & Assoc.
Tiene 60 años de experiencia combinada
en las leyes de inmigración. Asistimos a
clientes con todo tipo necesidades, permisos
de trabajo, residencias, J-1 solicitudes de
perdón, I601A, certificados de labor, casos
de deportación, asilos, moción de
reaperturas, apelaciones de corte, y demás.

Nuestra firma cuenta con oficinas en
Cleveland, OH; Columbus, OH; New York,
NY; Chicago, IL; Atlanta, GA; and Nash-
ville, TN. Hemos asistido a clientes en el
estado de Ohio y en el resto de los Estados
Unidos; además de ser una firma reconocida
internacionalmente. Contáctenos hoy para
obtener la experiencia y la ayuda necesaria.

Attorneys at Law

Acerca de Margaret W Wong:

• Author The Immigrant’s Way

• U.S. News and World Report

Best Law Firm

• Law Professor of Case

Western Reserve University

• Ohio Leading Lawyer

• 2012 Ohio Asian Legend

(216) 566-9908
www.imwong.com

Cleveland Office:
3150 Chester Ave,
Cleveland, OH 44114
Phone: (216) 566-9908
Fax: (216) 566-1125

Columbus Office:
By Appointment Only
470 Olde Worthington Rd.,
Suite 200
Phone: (614) 221-8892
Fax: (614) 410-6899

Atlanta Office:
5425 Peachtree Parkway
Norcross, GA 30092
Phone: (678) 906-4061

New York Office:
139 Centre Street,
PH112,
New York, NY 10013
Phone: (212) 226-7011
Fax: (212) 226-7807

Chicago Office:
2002 S. Wentworth Ave., Suite 200
Chicago, IL 60616
Phone: (312) 463-1899

Nashville Office:
By Appointment Only
301 S. Perimeter Park Dr.,
Suite 100,
Nashville, TN 37211
Phone: (615) 833-2206

Free Festival Latino expands with Diana Reyes, Rubén Blades
COLUMBUS: After humble beginnings as a five-hour pilot project by the City of Columbus in 1996, Festival Latino

has become one of the largest Latino musical events in Ohio, offering a free, family-friendly celebration of family,
community, and Latin American culture. El Corazón de México will be performing.

To be held Saturday and Sunday, August 10 and 11, 2013, the new footprint will include its original location in Genoa
Park but will also stretch across the Rich Street bridge into Bicentennial Park .

Festival Latino 2013 will be headlined by Duranguense Diva Diana Reyes on Saturday night and international salsa
master Rubén Blades on Sunday night. Blades is making his Columbus debut.

More details about this free event are on page 2.
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LORAIN SALES: 440-320-8221

El Kefón
1836 Broadway

Lorain, OH 44052
440.246.6396

El Kefón
Grand Buffet

The First Spanish Buffet in Town
Established in 1998

Open 11 am-7 pm
Cada Día!
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CONTACT RUBEN TORRES
TO ADVERTISE IN

LA PRENSA!
(440) 320-8221

Margaret W. Wong
& Associates

Tending to all your immigration needs,
Margaret W Wong & Assoc. has 60 years
of combined experience in immigration
law. We assist clients with all types of work
visas, green cards, J-1 waivers, I-601A,
labor certifications, deportation cases, asy-
lum, motion to reopen, circuit court ap-
peals, and many others.

Our firm has offices in Cleveland, OH;
Columbus, OH; New York, NY; Chicago,
IL; Atlanta, GA; and Nashville, TN. We
have assisted clients within the state of
Ohio, throughout the rest of the USA,
and internationally. Contact us today to
get our experience and compassion on
your side.

Attorneys at Law

About Margaret W Wong:

  • Author The Immigrant’s Way

  • U.S. News and World Report

Best Law Firm

  • Law Professor of Case

Western Reserve University

  • Ohio Leading Lawyer

  • 2012 Ohio Asian Legend

(216) 566-9908
Cleveland Office:
3150 Chester Ave,
Cleveland, OH 44114
Phone: (216) 566-9908
Fax: (216) 566-1125

Columbus Office:
By Appointment Only
470 Olde Worthington Rd.,
Suite 200
Phone: (614) 221-8892
Fax: (614) 410-6899

Atlanta Office:
5425 Peachtree Parkway
Norcross, GA 30092
Phone: (678) 906-4061

New York Office:
139 Centre Street,
PH112,
New York, NY 10013
Phone: (212) 226-7011
Fax: (212) 226-7807

Chicago Office:
2002 S. Wentworth Ave., Suite 200
Chicago, IL 60616
Phone: (312) 463-1899

Nashville Office:
By Appointment Only
301 S. Perimeter Park Dr.,
Suite 100,
Nashville, TN 37211
Phone: (615) 833-2206

Se Habla Español

www.imwong.com
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The Hope is in the Arts:
Esperanza’s Youth Art Exhibit
See article By Antonio Barrios on Page 20 and additional photos on Page 10

FARMWORKER DAY AUGUST 10, PAGE 14
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     Toledo-based El Corazón de México will demonstrate the beauty and charm of traditional Mexican
dances at Festival Latino in Columbus, Ohio on August 10, 2013, 5:30PM. August 10th entertainment includes:
Diana Reyes, Amarfis y Su Banda de Atakke,  and Los Amigos Invisibles. Rubén Blades to perform on
Sunday. Visit: www.festivallatino.net and www.ElCorazonDeMexicoDance.com

COLUMBUS: After
humble beginnings as a five-
hour pilot project by the City
of Columbus in 1996, Festival
Latino has become one of the
largest Latino musical events
in Ohio, offering a free, family-
friendly celebration of family,
community, and Latin Ameri-
can culture.

To be held Saturday and
Sunday, August 10 and 11,
2013, the new footprint will
include its original location in
Genoa Park but will also stretch
across the Rich Street bridge
into Bicentennial Park .

Festival Latino 2013 will
be headlined by Duranguense
queen Diana Reyes on Satur-
day night and international
salsa master Rubén Blades on
Sunday night. Blades is mak-
ing his Columbus debut.

GENOA PARK STAGE
Saturday, August 10, 2013

12:00 pm – D J C aLe: D J
C ale caters to  Caribbean  and
Latin American tastes, spin-
ning salsa, merengue, bachata,
reggaeton, Latin pop, Latin
dance, house, and a touch of
American Top 40 music.

12:30 pm – B.A-Star: Ri-
chard Bastar Jr., known as B. A-
Star, is a former member of the
group Tercera Generation (or
3G) with his brothers, boasting
the fact that they are the third
generation of Bastar in the
music industry. Now pursuing
a solo project, B. A-Star has
created a new urban dance
sound.

 1:00 pm – Zancudo: Lo-
cal musician Victor Zancudo
and his band will perform a
special acoustic set of his origi-
nal music which fuses Latin
pop with traditional and mod-
ern rhythms.

 2:30 pm – Amarfis y Su
Banda de Atakke: Amarfis
Aquino, Dominican vocalist
and leader of merengue band
La Banda de Atakke, released
the group’s self-titled, debut
album in 1998, generating hits
such as “Los Grilleros,” which
showed up on charts all over
Latin America, the US, and
Europe. His next albums—
Caeme Atras (2000), La
Revolucion del Mambo (2002),
and Chillin’ (2003)—ex-
ceeded all sales expectations
and generated several hits,
building up a strong radio pres-

ence and making it to
Billboard’s Latin Tropical
Airplay charts in 2005.

4:15 pm – Los Amigos
Invisibles: Los Amigos
Invisibles have developed a
sound based on the “gozadera”
– an irresistible fusion of Latin
rhythms with fiery funk and
lounge music. Their 2009 re-
lease, Commercial, was
awarded a Latin Grammy for
Best Alternative Album, the
Venezuelan band’s fifth career
Grammy nomination. In their
18 years in the music business,
Los Amigos Invisibles have
recorded six studio albums and
one live DVD/CD, toured
more than 60 countries, and
established their own record
label.

 6 pm – Diana Reyes: Mexi-
can singer Diana Reyes, queen
of “el pasito duranguense” or
duranguense music, has re-
leased three certified Gold
records since 2004—La Reina
del Pasito Duranguense
(2005), Las No. 1 de la Reina
(2007), and Te Voy a Mostrar
(2007). Winner of numerous
awards at the national level,
Reyes has competed on “Mira
Quién Baila,” the Spanish-lan-
guage version of “Dancing
with the Stars;” was the first
woman and the first artist of
Mexican descent to perform
on “IN-STUDIO,” a Univision
showcase of new artists; and
was a featured celebrity on
“Latinas VIP,” the first Span-
ish-language reality series of
its kind.
Sunday, August 11, 2013

12:00 pm – D J C aLe: D J
C ale caters to  Caribbean  and
Latin American tastes, spin-
ning salsa, merengue, bachata,
reggaeton, Latin pop, Latin
dance, house, and a touch of
American Top 40 music.

12:30 pm – B.A-Star: Ri-
chard Bastar Jr., known as B.
A-Star, is a former member of
the group Tercera Generation
(or 3G) with his brothers, boast-
ing the fact that they are the
third generation of Bastar in
the music industry. Now pur-
suing a solo project, B. A-Star
has created a new urban dance
sound.

1:00 pm – Konde
Norteño: The five members
of Columbus-based Konde
Norteño integrate different
regions of Mexico into their

Norteño music, performing
both classic and modern
songs of the genre.

 2:30 pm – Enrique
Infante: Singer, songwriter,
and musician Enrique Infante
fronts the Latin fusion rhythms
band, Déjà Vu. Recipient of a
2010 “Premio Orgullo
Peruano” (Peruvian Pride
Award), Enrique’s song “Col-
ors of Columbus ” was selected
as one of the winners for the
“200Columbus in Song Con-
test.” He released his second
album Canciones Ajenas
(Other People’s Songs) in
2012.

4 pm – Karlos Rosé: Do-
minican artist Karlos Rosé is a
songwriter and guitarist known
for his fusion of music genres
such as R&B, pop, Bachata,
and urban. His 2012 debut
single, a Bachata cover of
Bruno Mars’ “Just the Way
You Are,” peaked at #1 on the
Billboard Tropical Songs
chart and stayed in the top 20
for more than 20 consecutive
weeks. His follow-up single,
“Infiel” (“Infidel”), debuted at
#9 on the Billboard Tropical
Songs chart.  Rosé’s full-length
album Géminis (Gemini) will
be released in 2013.

5:30 pm – Ruben Blades:
Panama-born Rubén Blades
has recorded landmark albums

in classic Afro-Cuban salsa as
well as Afro-Cuban music
touched with rock, jazz, pan-
Latin, and other influences from
around the world. He has earned
10 Grammy Awards, as well as
a Cable ACE Award and Emmy,
Independent Spirit, and ALMA
nominations for his acting. He
has been honored with the
ASCAP Founders Award, the
Grammy Recording
Academy’s Heroes Award, the
Hispanic Heritage Foundation’s
arts award, and the Hispanic
Organization of Latin Actors’
Raúl Juliá HOLA Founders
Award.

BICENTENNIAL PARK
STAGE
Saturday, August 10, 2013

12:00 pm – Watch a
taekwondo exhibition given
by instructor Enrique Infante
and a few intermediate students
from the Columbus-based
Centro Esperanza Latina and
Infante Taekwondo School .

2:00 pm – Local Latin fu-
sion artist Enrique Infante will
host an interactive hour for chil-
dren in which they can sing
along with traditional Hispanic
songs, listen to short stories
about Latin American culture,
and join a drum circle.

3:00 pm – Dayton-area dance
company Grupo Caribe will
hold a demonstration of the
dances of Puerto Rico.

3:30 pm – So cold, it’s hot!
Join COSI for their live, liquid
oxygen show and learn more
about one of the coldest liquids
on earth and the amazing things
it can do.

4:00 pm – Zumba Fitness
with Esperanza Elliott and Just
Dance Ohio

5:30 pm – Toledo-based
dance company El Corazón de
México Ballet Folklorico will
demonstrate the beauty and
charm of traditional Mexican
dances. www.ElCorazon-
DeMexicoDance.com

Sunday, August 11, 2013
11:00 am – Alejandra Ferrer

will hold a children’s drum-
ming circle featuring traditional
Hispanic music.

1:00 pm – Toledo-based
dance company El Corazón de
México will demonstrate the

beauty and charm of traditional
Mexican dances.
w w w . E l C o r a z o n -
DeMexicoDance.com

3:00 pm – Learn salsa from
Columbus’ first and only salsa
dance studio, the Salsamante
Dance Academy .
www.salsamante.com

3:30 pm – So cold, it’s hot!
Join COSI for their live, liquid
oxygen show and learn more
about one of the coldest liquids
on earth and the amazing things
it can do.

4:00 pm – Toledo-based
dance company El Corazón de
México will demonstrate the
beauty and charm of traditional
Mexican dances.
w w w . E l C o r a z o n D e -
MexicoDance.com

AMERICAN FAMILY
INSURANCE CHILDREN’S
AREA

12 pm – 6 pm daily, located
in Bicentennial Park , no
charge for activities

Children’s activities will
include:

Balloon Twisters – Balloon
artists from Creative Distinc-
tions will create fun balloon
designs for children from 2-
4pm daily.

Columbus Clippers - Co-
lumbus Clippers mascot Lou
Seal will visit the Children’s
Area to meet young fans and
pose for pictures.
www.ClippersBaseball.com

Columbus Metro Parks –
Children can see and learn
about a local animal and get
their hand stamped with ani-
mal tracks.

COSI’s Science Spot – This
traveling exhibition gives fami-
lies the opportunity to play,
explore, and learn about sci-
ence together with hands-on
kiosks featuring activities to
help children learn about basic
science concepts, including
force and motion, structures,
magnetism, gadgets, and more.

Mexican Flowers – Big,
beautiful flowers are used in
Mexico to decorate on days of
celebration. Join the members
of Organización de Damas
Latinas as they help children
construct these colorful cre-
ations.

Mexican Folk Art – The

Columbus Museum of Art, Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Central
Ohio, Girl Scouts of Ohio’s Heart-
land Council, and State Auto
Insurance will be demonstrat-
ing papel picado (“perforated
paper”), a decorative craft used
to celebrate holidays by cutting
paper into elaborate designs.

Scioto Mile Fountain – The
spectacular 15,000 square-foot
fountain has more than 1,000
jets of water and interactive fea-
tures for children of all ages.

Traditional Candy Skulls
Workshops – During the Mexi-
can holiday Día de Muertos or
“Day of the Dead,” a favorite
among the children are candy
sugar skulls. Leticia Vazquez-
Smith will hold workshops from
1-4pm daily in which children
can create their own.

VISUAL ARTISTS’
SHOWCASE

Ohio-based Latin artists
will display and sell their vi-
sual artwork in the Artists’
Showcase area. Featured art-
ists will be:

Nhora Regina Soto Bermeo
– Colombian painter Nohra
Bermeo has entered a new stage
in her work, representing the
sense of women in its simplest
form.

Ani Palacios McBride – Pe-
ruvian author and journalist Ani
Palacios McBride has written
extensively on the immigration
experience and how to success-
fully adapt to a new country, as
well as three award-winning
novels.

Wladimir Muñoz – Ecua-
dorian painter Wladimir Muñoz
has exhibited his work at vari-
ous galleries and arts festivals.
He is currently an art teacher and
paints portraits of public figures.

Cecilia Román – Local busi-
ness owner and painter, Cecilia
Roman creates oil paintings fo-
cused on abstractions.

Will “Topiltzin” Sánchez –
Mexican painter Will
“Topiltzin” Sanchez uses
acrylic, oil, watercolors, and
crayon to create his unique por-
traits and personal art.

Ricardo Trujillo – Colom-
bian artist Ricardo Trujillo cre-
ates hand-made home décor and
novelties such as wall art and
magnets from wood and mud.

 

Free Festival Latino expands with Diana Reyes, Rubén Blades
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Grand Rapids, MI.- El
pasado jueves 25 de julio del
2013 cambió la vida de
muchas familias que
contrataron los servicios del
Centro Hispano del Oeste de
Michigan para ir al Consulado
de México a tramitar sus
pasaportes y/o matriculas
consulares.

Desde muy temprano
abordaron el camión y “todo
iba muy bien, el chofer era
acompañado por una de las
personas del Centro Hispano
quien aparentemente conocía
el camino y le iba ayudando
con las direcciones, cuando
nos dimos cuenta estábamos a
unos pasos del puente para
entrar a Canadá y en eso, otra
persona del Centro Hispano
que iba con nosotros le dijo
‘vira, vira por acá no es’, todo
fue muy rápido y cuando el
conductor realizó algunas
maniobras, ya estábamos
rodeados por los oficiales de
inmigración, quienes de
inmediato realizaron nuestra
detención”, relató uno de los
pasajeros quien pidió guardar
su anonimato debido a su
situación migratoria.

En el autobús viajaban el
chofer de origen
Puertorriqueño, dos
integrantes del Centro
Hispano: Patricia Oviedo y
María Meneses; así como 47
mexicanos, entre los cuales se
encontraban 6 menores de
edad (entre 9 y 17 años) y dos
o tres jóvenes de 19 y 20 años.

El Centro Hispano del

Oeste de
M i c h i g a n ,
ubicado en el
1204 de la
a v e n i d a
Grandvi l le
SW, en Grand
Rapids, ha
v e n i d o
ofreciendo
este servicio
mes con mes
desde 2009,
¿qué fue lo
que ocurrió
en esta
o c a s i ó n ? :
“ E s t a m o s
h a c i e n d o
averiguaciones
internas entre las personas que
viajaban en el autobús.
Todavía nos falta entrevistar al
chofer para saber exactamente
qué fue lo que ocurrió. Por el
momento no tenemos una
versión oficial, lo poco que he
averiguado es que tal vez se
debió a la tecnología
defectuosa del GPS (Global
Positioning System), la
construcción en las carreteras y
la falta de letreros en la ciudad
de Detroit”, declaró Martha
Gonzalez-Cortes, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer del Centro
Hispano.

González también indicó
que cambiaron de compañía
de transporte,  ya que durante
los últimos dos o tres meses
habían estado teniendo
problemas con los autobuses.
“Nos enviaban camiones
defectuosos y con choferes

mayores de edad que no
conocían la ciudad, por eso
decidimos cambiarnos”.

Martha se enteró de lo
ocurrido ya que “en cuanto
fue detenido el camión, una
de las integrantes de mi
equipo me hablo por teléfono
para notificarme y en ese
momento me fui a Detroit
junto con otras dos personas
más del Centro Hispano:
Elvira Hernández y Deisy
Madrigal. Durante las dos
horas de camino hable al
Consulado de México, con
abogados de la región ya que
en el autobús viajaban
algunas de sus clientas
víctimas de violencia
doméstica y finalmente, me
comunique con los
Congresistas de Detroit y
ellos a su vez notificaron a
Washington lo que estaba

ocurriendo para pedir que se
nos diera un trato
humanitario”.

“En primera instancia, las
autoridades de migración
negaron la entrada a toda per-
sona, pero gracias a las
llamadas, se dio acceso al
Cónsul y a los abogados. En
cuanto llegamos nos dimos
cuenta que estaban segregando
a las personas para
despacharlos más rápido, pero
pedimos que se mantuviera al
grupo unido para tener un
mejor control”, continuó su
relato la Directora del Centro
Hispano. “Nos permitieron
estar con ellos, nadie fue
esposado y les proveímos de
las herramientas para que
pudieran comunicarse con sus
familiares”.

Durante la primera hora de
la detención, se pusieron en
libertad a tres personas que
cuentan con residencia legal.
Tres más quedaron detenidas
por contar con antecedentes
penales y finalmente, casi a
media noche fueron liberadas
las otras 41 personas, quienes
tendrán que presentarse en
corte para revisar su caso de
deportación.

El pasajero que pidió
guardar su anonimato
compartió: “Fueron las horas
más terribles de mi vida. Una
verdadera pesadilla. Nos
llevaron a todos a un cuarto y
afortunadamente los del
consulado nos dieron comida.
Luego nos dejaron hablar por
teléfono a nuestros familiares.
Nadie sabía lo que iba a ocurrir,

había una per-
sona con dia-
betes y un
chico con
esquizofrenia.
Un muchacho
era ciudadano
pero se quedo
acompañar a
su mamá que
e s t a b a
detenida. Nos
interrogaban a
todos y no
sabíamos qué
iba pasar…
A n g u s t i a ,
desesperación
y una gran
impotencia es

lo que sentíamos. Queríamos
despertar… pero por lo que
veo, aunque ya estamos fuera,
la pesadilla todavía continua
porque no sabemos qué pasará
con nosotros”.

El Centro Hispano se hará
cargo de brindar apoyo a las
41 personas en la corte.
“Veremos cada caso por
separado con el apoyo de
diferentes abogados. Tres de
las pasajeras son víctimas de
violencia doméstica y ya
tienen abogado. Tenemos
que averiguar si cinco de los
6 niños califican para
DACA”, argumentó Martha
Gonzalez. “El próximo
jueves realizaremos una
reunión con las familias
afectadas a puerta cerrada en
donde tomares decisiones
importantes sobre los pasos
a seguir. Estamos
conscientes que  después de
lo ocurrido, viene el susto, el
dolor y la molestia por parte
de las familias; es por eso que
estamos preparados para
cualquier amenaza legal en
la que pudiéramos estar
envueltos;  aunque pedimos
la comprensión de la
comunidad ya que nuestro
lema siempre ha sido ayudar,
nunca hacer un mal a las per-
sonas”.

En cuanto a los tres que
quedaron detenidos, el
Consulado de México ya se
hizo cargo de designarles un
abogado para llevar el caso.
“Nuestro abogado consultor
ya los visitó y nos informó que
uno de ellos ya cuenta con un

abogado particular, por lo que
nada más representará a los
otros dos, de quienes
tendremos más información el
jueves 1 de agosto”, señaló
Vicente Colmenares, Cónsul
Encargado.

El funcionario mexicano
informó que en cuanto fueron
notificados por una de las
integrantes del Centro
Hispano que viajaba en el
camión, acudieron de
inmediato al lugar para
asegurarse que no hubiera
abusos, ni violación a los
derechos de los connacionales.
“Asimismo, nos cercioramos
primero si había mujeres
embarazadas, niños, enfermos,
etc, que requirieran de algún
trato especial. Les brindamos
alimento y apoyo en
traducciones”.

El Cónsul Colmenares
dijo que el consulado estuvo
presente hasta el final para
brindar todo el respaldo
posible. “Nuestra función es
otorgar documentos y como
tal, una vez que fueron
liberados los connacionales,
realizamos los trámites
necesarios para que se
llevarán sus pasaportes y/o
matriculas, en un esfuerzo
extraordinario realizado por
todo nuestro personal,
quienes concluyeron con su
labor hasta las 2:00am”.

Asimismo, destacó que
una vez al año se realiza un
consulado móvil en Grand
Rapids, pero debido a la gran
demanda, desde hace tiempo
se trabaja en colaboración
con el Centro Hispano
quienes se encargan de
realizar todo el movimiento
de transporte de las personas
una vez al mes. “Nosotros
únicamente brindamos el
servicio de dedicarles un
horario especial para que
nuestros connacionales
obtengan la documentación
requerida”, dijo. “Estaremos
al pendiente con el Centro
Hispano para seguir el caso”.

La Prensa estará muy de
cerca siguiendo la noticia para
mantener informados a
nuestros lectores sobre esta
terrible situación que ha
cambiado la vida de 44
familias en Grand Rapids.

¡Pesadilla migratoria!
44 personas podrían ser deportadas como  resultado de una confusión en carretera.
Por: Isabel Flores
Corresponsal La Prensa
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Productos mexicanos, carnicería,
pan todos los días. Los fines

de semana: carnitas, barbacoa, birria
de chivo, tamales y mucho más.

La Chiquita
MARKET

Tienda Mexicana

ACEPTAMOS CARDS. ENVIOS DE DINERO
EN EEUU Y AL EXTRANJERO

136 E. Beecher St.

Adrian, MI 49221

517- 264-5126

Visit us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/laprensa1

OVER 2000 VEHICLES at EACH LOCATION
BIG TRUCK SECTION AT OUR TELEGRAPH LOCATION

11360 EAST 8 MILE
(313) 245-2944

5970 W. WARREN 48210
(313) 361-6700

PARTS
GALORE

• Motors
• Transmissions
• Alternators
• Starters

• Radiators
• Batteries
• Tires
• Glass

Open 7 Days Used Auto & Truck Parts Best Prices

SELF SERVICE

14533 TELEGRAPH 48134
(313) 361-6764

‘U-Pull’em & Save
BIG $$$www.parts-galore.com

GRAND RAPIDS, MI,
July 25, 2013: A Grand
Valley State University de-
partment is sponsoring a
one-day bus trip to Chi-
cago to join others in that
city for a memorial service
honoring Latino civil
rights leaders.

The trip is sponsored by
Grand Valley’s Kutsche Of-
fice of Local History. De-
tails follow:

• Leaving September
23, 2013, midday, from the
Cook Library Center, 1100
Grandville Ave. SW in
Grand Rapids; tickets are
$50 per person, and avail-
able on a first-come, first-
served basis. Events at the
center will begin at 9 a.m.

• Reserve a seat online

at www.gvsu.edu/kutsche/
bustour or call (616) 331-
8099. Ticket price includes
brown-bag lunch, coach ser-
vice to and from Chicago and
entrance to memorial service
and reception.

The tour bus will arrive
in Chicago’s Lincoln Park
neighborhood, the birth-
place of the Young Lords
civil rights movement in
1968. September 23 marks
the 45th anniversary of the
Young Lords founding as a
civil and human rights or-
ganization. José “Cha-
Cha” Jiménez founded the
Young Lords movement and
documented its history as a
student at Grand Valley. He
graduated but continues to
be involved with Young

Lords oral history project
that is housed at the uni-
versity.

A memorial service that
evening will honor the Rev.
Bruce and Eugenia
Johnson, who were mur-
dered in 1969 for their work
in supporting Lincoln Park
residents who were dis-
placed from their homes in
the 1960s.

For more information
about the Young Lords visit
www.gvsu.edu/younglords
orwww.nationalyoung-
lords.com. A story was fea-
tured in the winter 2013
Grand Valley Magazine:
www.gvsu.edu/s/pn.

GVSU department sponsors Latino Civil
Rights bus tour to Chicago

August 1, 2013: Members
of Michigan United including
Ryan Bates, Denise López, and
Allison Colberg were arrested
today in Washington, DC dur-
ing civil disobedience action
at Capitol Hill, where they
joined 30 other key immigra-
tion reform leaders, labor rights
activists, and others from across
the country.

The groups gathered to raise
the stakes on House
Republican’s inertia toward a
comprehensive reform of na-
tional immigration policy, sig-
naling the beginning of a
month of escalated events and
actions taking place across the
country.

 ”We are willing to get ar-
rested to put the spotlight on
what is at stake for millions of
families and the nation,”
said Denise López of Michi-
gan United. ”There are mil-
lions of parents who will be
separated from their children
and married couples that will
live apart, and all because cer-
tain House members refuse to
do what the voters want them
to do: create a path to citizen-
ship, so that communities
around the nation can heal.” 

Allison Colberg of Michi-
gan United was also one of

those arrested in the protest.
“Immigrant families in Michi-
gan cannot wait any longer
for congress and the president
to act to stop the deportations.
This is a real crisis—50,000
people are going to be de-
ported while congress goes
on vacation this August.
That’s 50,000 families torn
apart. This is unacceptable.” 

Several other national-
level advocates were also ar-
rested in the action, includ-
ing: Eliseo Medina, the Inter-
national Secretary Treasurer
of the SEIU, Arlene Holt Baker,
the Executive Vice President
of the AFL-CIO, Deepa Iyer,
Executive Director of South
Asian-Americans Leading
Together and Phil Radford,
the Executive Director of

Greenpeace.
Other groups represented

included the United Farm
Workers, America’s Voice, US
ACTION, and several more. In
addition, 100 other protesters
were present supporting those
engaged in civil disobedience.

The message to congress
was clear: the fight for immi-
grant families has been esca-
lated and will continue through
actions, protests, events and
civil unrest until the House
produces a comprehensive
immigration reform bill that
includes a fair, earned path to
citizenship. 

Today’s events signaled
the start of 40 days of action
to take place on a national
scale throughout August and
into fall.

Local immigration reform leaders Arrested in
D.C. during protest on Capitol Hill
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Latinos of Puerto Rican
descent gathered for a picnic
Sat., July 27, 2013 to cel-
ebrate Constitution Day,
which commemorates the is-
land Commonwealth’s rela-
tionship with the United
States, first established in
1952.

The public was invited to
bring lawn chairs and a cov-
ered dish to share at Swan
Creek Metropark’s Yager
Center for the 17th annual
event. Club Taino
Puertorriqueño hosts the pic-
nic each year. The first picnic
was held at Pearson
Metropark; however, each
one since has been hosted at
Swan Creek.

“We have identified any-
where from 75 to 100 fami-
lies (of Puerto Rican descent)
in the Toledo metro area,
which equates to I would say
300 people,” said María
González, Club Taino presi-
dent. “But there’s a huge
population in Lorain and
Cleveland and even Defi-
ance.”

Constitution Day is offi-
cially commemorated on
July25, the day Puerto Rico
adopted its new constitution
and officially became a U.S.
commonwealth. Sometimes
referred to as Commonwealth
Day, July 25 is a legal holi-
day throughout the island
and is celebrated with pa-
rades, speeches, fireworks,
and parties.

Puerto Rico became a
commonwealth, rather than
an independent republic or a
state, because an election in

Registration is under way
for full and part-time pro-
grams at Penta Career Cen-
ter, Adult & Continuing Edu-
cation.  Full-time programs
begin August 14, 2013 but
many of Penta’s part-time
courses have flexible start-
ing dates.

Full-time programs in-
clude: Auto Body Collision
Repair; Automotive Tech-
nologies;  Builder, Contrac-
tor and Remodeler Tech-
nologies;  Machine Trades;
Heating, Ventilation, Air
Conditioning/Refrigeration
(HVAC/R);  and Welding.

Penta also offers courses
in the health occupations area
and include job training pro-
grams in Dietary Manage-
ment and State Tested Nurse
Assistant (STNA).

Adults interested in part-
time training at Penta can
register for several programs
and courses such as:  Phar-
macy Technician; Medical
Coding; Computer Technol-
ogy; Small Engine Repair;
Pressure Boiler Systems;  and
Builder, Contractor &
Remodeler Technologies.
Apprenticeship training is
also available in areas such
as:  Plumbing, Millwrights,
and Machine Trades.

For companies and busi-
nesses, Penta Adult & Con-
tinuing Education’s Corpo-
rate Services Group offers
professional training and

1948 failed to produce a ma-
jority vote in favor of either of
these alternatives. Ironically,
a similar debate currently has
taken place for decades, as an
organized effort is underway
to either establish Puerto Rico
as an independent nation, the
51st state, or keep the status
quo as a commonwealth.

“It’s not easy for Puerto
Ricans to decide. They want
to keep their autonomy, keep
the language, the culture
alive,” explained Ms.
González. “At the same time,
we want to be under the um-
brella of Big Brother. So far,
they have not come up with
enough of a consensus to de-
cide. That’s for the Puerto
Ricans on the island to de-
cide.”

The relationship between
Puerto Rico and the U.S. is of
a voluntary nature. Under the
commonwealth arrangement,
islanders elect a governor and
a legislature as well as a resi-
dent commissioner who is sent
(with a voice but not a vote) to
the U.S. Congress. The rela-
tionship remains permanent
for as long as both parties agree
to it, but it can be changed at
any time by mutual consent.

July 25 also marks the date
in 1898 when U.S. troops in-
vaded Puerto Rico during the
Spanish-American War,
known previously as Occu-
pation Day. U.S. military
forces landed that day in an
area of the municipality of
Yauco that, years later, would
become the separate city of
Guánica.

More than 100 people

consulting services at a rea-
sonable cost.  The Corporate
Services Group provides re-
sources in the areas of:  hu-
man resource development;
information technology;
and industrial training.

Penta Adult & Continu-
ing Education also offers
more than 300 affordable
online courses in areas such
as writing, computers, fi-
nance, and marketing.
Through Penta’s partnership
with ed2go, the online
courses are taught by expert
instructors and are available
for only $89 per six-week
course.

Adults who want to im-
prove their reading, writing,
and math skills or study for
the GED and/or the Com-
pass/Accuplacer College
Entrance exams can register
for Penta’s Adult Basic Edu-
cation programs, offered at
many convenient locations.

To register for any of the
Penta Adult & Continuing
Education programs,
please call 419-661-6555
or stop by the Adult &
Continuing Education of-
fice located at 9301 Buck
Road in Perrysburg.  Addi-
tional information is avail-
able by visiting
www.pentacareercenter.org
and clicking on “Adult
Education.”  Financial aid
is available for students
who qualify.

turned out for the picnic, de-
spite a rainy Saturday after-
noon. Volunteers from the
Sofia Quintero Art and Cul-
tural Center provided crafts
and games for the children.
Another information table
was set up with books and toy
giveaways, hoping to draw
families to sign up their pre-
school age children for To-
ledo Head Start.

Ms. González explained
that the traditional food of
Puerto Rico is always a big
draw, even for other
ethnicities who know about
the annual event. A long line
snaked out the door for rice
and beans, desserts, and pork
roasted for ten-plus hours
over an open fire.

Ms. González also ex-
plained that Club Taino
Puertorriqueño stands for
“the good people of Puerto
Rico,” who trace their roots
back to the indigenous
peoples of the Caribbean ar-
eas in islands such as Puerto
Rico, Cuba, Haiti, and the
Dominican Republic.

“We are a very friendly
people,” she said with a smile.
“What’s not to love? They

love the food and our friend-
ship, and we are happy to
share who we are and what we
are all about.”

For Gary Johnson, the pic-
nic represented a chance to
share his roots with his teen-
age daughter, as he filled out
a membership application for
Club Taino.

“I want her to understand
the Puerto Rican culture. I
think it’s important for us to
support the Puerto Rican
community, as well as the
Hispanic community,” he
said. “Since my great grand-
mother was Puerto Rican, I
want to put some time in
supporting what our com-
munity is doing and learn
about the culture.”

Johnson explained that
he grew up on the west side
of Cleveland, where a sub-
urban lifestyle did not lend
itself to learning about his
culture and heritage. He de-
scribed himself as “Ameri-
canized” as a youth, admit-
ting that as a 59-year old,
he’s still catching up on
learning about the music,
food, and culture of his an-
cestry.

Club Taino Puertorriqueño celebrates Constitution Day
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent

Registration is under way for
programs at Penta Adult &
Continuing Education
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ESPERANZA C. DELGADO
Esperanza C. “Espie” Delgado (née Cintrón), age 92, passed away on Wednesday, July

24, 2013, at her daughter’s home in Toledo, OH, after a brief illness. She was born on May
14, 1921, in Yabucoa, Puerto Rico and had lived in New York also, before moving to Lorain
in 1951. She was a housekeeper at St. Joseph Hospital for 14 years, before retiring in 1990.
She was a member of Sacred Heart Chapel, where she was also a member of the Cursillo
Movement. In Toledo, she was a member of St. Martin de Porres Church. Espie enjoyed
sewing and playing Bingo.

Espie is survived by her sons; Raymond (Chris) Delgado, Jr., David (Judy) Delgado, and
José (Lucille) Delgado, all of Lorain; daughters, Freida (Roberto) Colon, of Coamo, PR,
Judith (Benny) Rivera, of Lorain, and Gladys Delgado Ofori-Atta, of Toledo; many
grandchildren, and great grandchildren; a brother, Oterro Cintrón Medina, of Bayamon, PR,
and a sister, Dimas Cintrón Medina (Zenkewich), of NJ.

She was preceded in death by her husband of 47 years, Ramón Delgado Ramos, in 1998;
her parents, Fermin and Juana (née Ortiz) Cintrón; brothers, Juan Cintrón, Susano Cintrón,
Thomas Cintrón, Antonio Cintrón Medina, Francisco Cintrón, Guillermo Cintrón, Mario
Cintrón Medina, and Angel Cintrón Medina, and her sisters, Tomasita Cintrón, María
Martínez, and Julia Delgado.

ISRAEL M. GARCÍA
Israel M. García, 83, of Northwood, OH passed away at home on August 1, 2013. He was

born in Rio Hondo, Texas on January 26, 1930, to Antonio and María (née Martínez) García.
Israel was employed by the Oakdale Greenhouse for 27 years and at Mercy St. Charles
Hospital for 16 years, retiring in 1995. Israel was a member of SS. Peter & Paul Catholic
Church. He loved dancing, gardening and especially spending time with his family. Israel
also enjoyed traveling to Hawaii and Cancun.

Surviving are his loving wife of 63 years, Magdalena; children, Norma (Ernesto) Ramirez,
Noel (Mary) García and Norman (Casie) García; grandchildren, Michael (Melissa) Ramirez,
Alex (Eva) Ramirez, Courtney (Lucas) Rowland; six great-grandchildren; siblings, Anita
Rodríguez, Ernestina Maya, and many other loving family members.

Israel was preceded in death by his parents; sons, Noelito and Norberto García; sister,
María DeJesús Salazar, and brother, Ramon García.

FERMINA LÓPEZ
Fermina López (née Santana), 84 of Lorain, OH passed away Thursday, August 1, 2013

at New Life Hospice Residential Center, Lorain, following a lengthy illness. Born November
24, 1928 in Naranjito, Puerto Rico, she has lived in Lorain for the past 62 years. Fermina
worked as a seamstress for Joseph and Feiss for 9 years, retiring in 1972. She was a member
of Sacred Heart Chapel, where she served as a Eucharistic Minister and Bible Lector at masses.
She was also a member of the Altar and Rosary Society, Daughters of Mary, Cursillo
Movement for over 35 years, and served as Liturgy Commission Leader for over 30 years.
She enjoyed sewing, cooking, knitting and reading.

Surviving are her sons, Jesús (Judy) of Vermilion, José (Carmen) of Lorain, and George
(Rosie) of Arleta, CA; daughters, Ada (José) Díaz of Lorain, Carmen (Keith) Ferguson of
Amherst, and María (Peter) Rivera of Cleveland; 14 grandchildren and 14 great grandchil-
dren; and a brother, Esteban Santana of Bayamon, Puerto Rico.

She was preceded in death by her baby son, López in 1957; parents, Ambrosio &
Nicomedes (née Nieves) López; brothers, Ignacio, Ambrosio Jr., Basilio, and Rafaél; sisters,
Eusebia, Susana and Melin.

MARY R. RAMIREZ
Mary R. Ramirez, 86, of Toledo, OH passed away Thursday, July 25, 2013, at the Lutheran

Home. She was born on Saturday, March 26, 1927, in Fremont, OH to George and Susie (née
Martínez) Toral. Mary was a loving mom and grandmother. Along with other various jobs,
she worked with the Foster Grandparent Organization as a Teacher’s Aide. She enjoyed
traveling and was a member of the Good Shepherd Altar and Rosary societies. In her youth,
Mary attended the St. Joseph’s schools in Fremont.

Mary is preceded in death by her parents; beloved husband, Roy Ramirez (1998); sisters,
Emma Segura and Stella Gimenez; brother, Louis Toral. Surviving are her loving children,
Gary Ramirez, Cathy Ramirez, Susan (Ray) Glass and Paul (Michelle) Ramirez; brother,
Raymond (Anita)Toral; grandchildren, Ryan, Sara, Amanda, Shawn, Arrica, Pia, and 5 great-
grandchildren.

The Children’s Library joins
BCSN on-air personalities and the
Toledo Mud Hens’ mascots for a

 

Bring your sunglasses! This family party is on the roof! Join us atop the Toledo-
Lucas County Public Library’s Civic Plaza Rooftop at Main Library, 325 Michigan
St., for games, crafts and lots of summer fun. This FREE event organized by the
Children’s Library is ideal for the entire family.

On Wednesday, August 7, 2013, from 2-3 p.m., plan to ‘hang ten’ with Muddy
Mud Hen and Mudonna, mascots of the Toledo Mud Hens baseball team, along with
sports personalities of the BCSN Reads and BCSN sports channel.

In case of bad weather, we will move the party inside to the Huntington Meeting
Room, located on the entry level of Main Library. Surf’s up!

For additional information visit toledolibrary.org, or call Children’s Library at
419.259.5231.

Remembrance and Ode to Mi Abuelita
Adela “Lela” Massaferro de Miguel

Rest in peace to my beautiful Grandma,…mi
Abuelita. You lived a life of traveling, making
new friends and cooking delicious food.

As much as it saddens me to see you go I know
that you’re happy now. And I will never forget
your stories and your wise words. I know that
you’ll be watching over me.

Where as many of us will morn our loss,
I would like to celebrate your life.
I will love you forever and always.

“Never give up a moment to travel some place
new. It’s nice to see the beauties of the world
around you,” mi Abuelita!

             —Love,
                 Natalia De Miguel
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GRAND PLAZA HOTEL 

444 North Summit • Toledo OH, 43604 • PH419-241-1411 • FX419-241-1855 

 
 

The Best Western Premier Grand Plaza Hotel, Toledo’s premier hotel is located 

on the banks of the scenic Maumee River.  The hotel offers over 18,000 

square feet of event space with the ability to host 17 different events at 

one time. Our outdoor reflecting pond is the most romantic location in 

Toledo for wedding ceremonies and receptions. 
 

“Quinceañeras, Weddings, Proms” 
 

The Grand Ball Room is perfect for large occasions and includes: 

Complimentary Dance Floor 

Complimentary Room set up 

Complimentary Tables, Chairs and Center Pieces 

Complimentary Table linen and napkins 

Complimentary Skirted Cake and Gift Tables 

Complimentary Risers/stages 

Superb Cuisine prepared by our award winning Culinary Staff 
 

Book your wedding or family event and receive a special group room 

rate for your guests. 

Visit the Del Sol Restaurant daily for our famous lunch buffet. Only $8.99! 
Mon-Fri 11:30AM-1:30PM 

Call us today to book your event or to reserve rooms for your group. 

Direct dial to the sales office-419-255-6182 

To my loving sister
Alicia Guadalupe Barboza
August 8, 1956 to August 18, 1997

I think of you Lupe, every day,
your smiles and chatter,
the words you did say,
and especially the time that we shared.
If only I could turn back time,
to when our lives were full of fun.
Our sisterly chats, our planned places to go,
where did those sands of time go?

You kept saying, “Why me?”
”One day at a time” and “keep positive”
was all I could say to you,
I think of your words every day and
think on how I wish I could
of held on to time then and have spent
every second with you.

I always believed you would get more time with your kids,
for more love, laugh and play, and watching them grow.
But you didn’t get that chance, and you’re not here…

Why you Lupe? Why were you taken from us so young?
How can we ever bring back those times?

We were both robbed Lupe, of precious time,
we should be sharing now, growing old together.
The pleasures of watching our kids learn and grow.

The answers that I’ll never find, nor ever understand
I only wish you were here,
so I could hug you, talk to you and just visit for a minute,

I miss you so much Lupe, more than words can ever say,
my precious memories of you are with me every day
through your children and grandchildren.

Happy Birthday Lupe — Love you mucho . . .mucho!    — Melinda
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The ska-punk band
Reel Big Fish known for
songs such as “Sell Out”
and “Take on Me” will
perform at Music Fest
2013 at The University
of Toledo. The free out-
door music festival will
take place Friday, Sept.
13, 2013 on UT’s Main
Campus and will feature
Reel Big Fish and a va-
riety of other to-be-an-
nounced musical guests.

Reel Big Fish re-
leased last year its sev-
enth studio album

The Toledo Mud Hens
and Toledo Walleye pre-
sented six local non-prof-
its with team-themed play-
houses on July 31, 2013
during an on-field pregame
ceremony.   The front of-
fice staff for both organi-
zations built the play-
houses as part of a team
building exercise.   

“What a great opportu-
nity for us, as an organiza-
tion, to work together to
build the playhouses, and
then donate them to area
organizations who will put
them to great use,” says
Joe Napoli, president and
general manager, Toledo
Mud Hens and Toledo
Walleye.

 The following organi-

zations received the play-
houses:

• Ronald McDonald
House of Northwest Ohio –
Provides food and housing
to the families of hospital-
ized children.

• Family House Shelter –
Provides a safe caring envi-
ronment for homeless fami-
lies in crisis.

• Aurora House - Assists
women who are homeless,
victims of domestic violence
as well as children who suffer
from developmental delays,
school and health issues.

• Bethany House – Sup-
ports victims of domestic
violence and their children
by providing safe, long-term
transitional shelters, social
services, as well as recre-

ational and educational
opportunities

• East Toledo Family
Center - Known as the
“Neighborhood House”,
the East Toledo Family
Center is all encompass-
ing, serving Toledo with
child care, family re-
sources, youth programs
and a senior center.

• Toledo Children’s
Hospital – Dedicated to
improving the health and
well-being of sick and in-
jured children.

Editor’s Note: One of
the playhouses appears on
page 9 of La Prensa, as
modeled for by Yvonne
Ramos Ybarra and Mike
Ybarra of Grupo Fuego.

 

Candy Coated Fury (Rock
Ridge Music). It is the
band’s first album of newly
recorded material in five
years. They first hit the
music scene in 1995 with
the self-released “Every-
thing Sucks” that gained
word of mouth attention and
led to their sophomore stu-
dio album “Turn the Radio
Off” and future success.

Reel Big Fish also is
known for its appearance in
the movie “Baseketball”
and their song “Take on
Me” was featured on the

movie’s soundtrack.
The band tours continu-
ously playing more than
250 show a year all over
the world and Toledo
area fans will have the
opportunity to hear
them live 9-10 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 13 at Music
Fest 2013.

For more information
about Music Fest 2013
visit utoledo.edu/
musicfest or follow the
event on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
UTMusicFest.

 

Ska-punk band Reel Big Fish to perform
at Music Fest 2013

Mud Hens/Walleye donate playhouses to
local non-profits
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Yvonne Ramos-Ybarra may
be the current face and voice of
Grupo Fuego, a popular
Tejano band—but her hyphen-
ated last name also joins two
Midwest legends of Tejano
music whose influences are lit-
erally instrumental in continu-
ing another generation of the
genre.

Those generations per-
formed together for the first
time on the same stage on Aug.
3, during TejanoPalooza, a
benefit concert at the Interna-
tional Boxing Club, 525
Earlwood Ave., Oregon, Ohio.

The concert is a fundraiser
for the boxing club’s program-
ming and featured Rubén
Ramos, Joe Ybarra, and their
children: Ms. Yvonne Ramos-
Ybarra and husband Michael
Ybarra, both members of
Fuego.

“With our two families now
merged into one, and now we
get to share a stage,” she said.
“For us, it’s not just about that
stage. It’s almost still like a
celebration of our families join-
ing together. It’s going to be
great. I’m excited.”

The four have never been
on the stage at the same time—
even after decades of the two
children performing with their
musical fathers—and some-
times one child performing
with the other’s dad in special
situations.

“Saturday will be a first. I’m
extremely excited,” said Ms.
Ramos-Ybarra, calling it a role
reversal.

“I think it’s going to be a
heck of an experience,” ech-
oed her husband. “It’s kind of
like a reunion, because we did
a lot of shows with Yvonne
when I was playing with my
dad, and even her father, back
in the 1990s. It’s going to fun,
a bit of a reunion like that.”

“With our two families now
merged into one, and now we
get to share a stage,” she said.
“For us, it’s not just about that
stage. It’s almost still like a
celebration of our families join-
ing together. It’s going to be
great. I’m excited.”

She explained that as a teen-
ager, Joe Ybarra would invite
her to leave the crowd for the
stage and sing with his band.
Now her band will be sharing
the stage with him, all these
years later.

“It’s one of the biggest bless-
ings ever, really and truly it is,”
she said. “It’s never just Joe. It’s
Joe Ybarra. His first name can’t
come without his last name,
he’s so well-known. That’s how
people know him. To Michael,
he’s just dad. But he idolizes
his father.”

A Father-Daughter Bond

through Music
But Ms. Ramos-Ybarra also

is finally able to step from the
shadows of her famous father,
the legendary Rubén Ramos.

“I can’t go anywhere with
my dad without him knowing a
million people,” she said with a
laugh. “For the longest time,
when I was singing with him, I
didn’t have a name. I was just
known as ‘Rubén’s daughter.’
That’s why I started singing
with Michael. I needed to do
that and make a name for my-
self.”

But the biggest smile dur-
ing Saturday evening’s perfor-
mance may belong to Rubén
Ramos, while watching his
daughter step into her own spot-
light. Ms. Ramos-Ybarra sang
the national anthem at last
Sunday’s Toledo Mud Hens
game—and when she left the
field, her father was the first to
greet her.

“My dad is always right
there, cheering me on,” she said.
“He’s just the peppiest person
ever, spreading joy and cheer
everywhere. Can you imagine
being awakened for school ev-
ery morning by someone with
that cheery energy?”

Long before she took up
vocals, Ms. Ramos-Ybarra was
a classical pianist. Her grand-
mother had a similar unrealized
dream and bought her a piano
as a present when she was just
six years old. She took lessons
until the age of 19.

“I guess she was going to
live vicariously through me,”
she said.

Ms. Ramos-Ybarra ex-
plained her father had plans for
her to play keyboards in his
band at a young age as a result.
But her mother stepped in, fear-
ing a Tejano music influence
would prevent her from study-
ing classical piano.

“She was really adamant and
put her foot down, making sure
it would be two separate things,”
she said. “It’s exactly what
would have happened. I would
have wanted to go do that [play
Tejano music].

While she received instruc-
tion from a piano teacher, Ms.
Ramos-Ybarra also learned a
lot of musical lessons from her
father while practicing at home.

“But playing piano, that’s
where I really saw the father-
daughter bonding, because he
would stand next to me at the
piano and he was very meticu-
lous about timing and my dy-
namics,” she recalled. “He re-
ally wanted me to view it as
musical as I could, not just hit a
bunch of notes. He wanted me
to feel the music, understand
it.”

Two decades later, Ms.

Ramos-Ybarra now definitely
understands what her father was
trying to teach her at the piano—
and brings it to her stage perfor-
mances through her vocals.

“When you’re young, you
don’t understand what it means
to sing from the heart,” she said.
“It takes some growing up and
going through heartache and
disappointment—and that’s
where you learn it from. But he
always stood with me, with that
metronome and was really ada-
mant about that.”

Ms. Ramos-Ybarra recalled
a time when she was 14 and her
father’s band was practicing a
new song to be played at a
quinceañera, to be sung by the
sister of the honoree. But the
young woman could not at-
tend the basement practice ses-
sions, so her father recruited his
teenage daughter.

“He heard me sing in my
room and didn’t give me a
choice,” she recalled.

A bit shy at the time, Ms.
Ramos-Ybarra refused to leave
the kitchen and join the band in
the basement. So her father
rigged a long microphone cord
and made her sing from the
kitchen instead so the band
could keep practicing. It turned
out to be the very first time she
sang with a band.

“It was quite by accident, but
I’m sure my dad would have got-
ten the idea later on,” she said. “I
take great pride, all these years
later, that it’s just not getting up
and singing. It’s about under-
standing what I’m singing and
putting everything into it.”

It’s fairly common for little
girls to idolize their fathers while
growing up. One would think

that would be especially true for
the daughter of a man who plays
in a band professionally. Not so,
according to Ms. Ramos-Ybarra.

“It was just so normal, it
wasn’t anything big,” she ad-
mitted. “Then when I started
playing with my dad and seeing
the dynamics behind all of it—
the effort that goes into keeping
a band together and then sus-
taining it for a long time—I saw
he’s a great leader because he
cares about people and what
they want to hear.”

But the one important thing
Ms. Ramos-Ybarra stated she
inherited from her father is the
heart of a musician.

“When you can get that dance
floor packed, it’s just a great
feeling because you know that
something you are doing is
making them happy,” she said.
“It’s that little bit of satisfaction
that makes you realize what
you’re doing. It’s addicting.”

25 years after that first sing-
ing performance, Ms. Ramos-
Ybarra explained that she now
appreciates everything her fa-
ther accomplished—especially
when on the stage together.

“I still have those sentimen-
tal moments even now when my
dad will grab a guitar and I will
sing with him,” she said. “Those
moments mean so much to me
now. It’s taken me to grow and
learn to understand that.”

• A Famous Father Takes
His Son on Stage

Michael shared a similar
upbringing, learning Tejano
music at the feet of his father Joe,
who was a national act in the late
1980s and 1990s. Michael
started playing in his dad’s band
as a teen.

“If it wasn’t for my dad who
pushed me and gave me the
opportunity to perform and be
able to play, and experience so
many different venues that we
played in,” he said. “There were
just so many states where we
performed. Everything I have
experienced I owe and am thank-
ful to my dad.”

Michael even moved to San
Antonio for a few years to play
Tejano music professionally and
“spent a zillion hours in the stu-
dio” recording music.

Joe Ybarra first formed a band
in 1969 and spent more than
three decades on the music cir-
cuit, traveling the country. Now
68, the elder Ybarra has been
semi-retired from the Tejano
music scene for a few years. But
his 42-year old son coaxed him
to come back.

“I said ‘Dad, you still got it in
you. Let’s record a couple songs
and see what we can do,’”
Michael recalled. “Let’s get you
back on the stage—and here it is

happening all over again. He’s
getting back in the studio and
we’re working on one of his
songs, getting ready to be re-
leased.”

Father and son spent time in
the studio doing the final remix
for the song, which was released
to Midwest Internet Radio this
week. Michael joked that his
father still has an incredible
amount of energy to share with
an audience.

“It’s hard to keep up with
him. We just had a heck of a
practice,” he said. “He really
beat us up pretty good, so he’s
still got it. My dad is just driven.
Music is his passion.”

Michael started playing with
his father at age 13, starting with
the saxophone. He later switched
to keyboards. But unlike
Yvonne’s father, who plays just
about every instrument outside
the accordion, Joe Ybarra is
strictly a singer.

“As the years progressed and
I watched him play some pretty
huge venues across the Mid-
west, I was like ‘Wow, this is my
pops. This is cool,’” Michael
said.

During the heyday of Tejano
music, a ten-day tour of Texas
turned into two months. Oppor-
tunities to add concerts to the
schedule came up continuously
as they played across the state. A
young, upcoming singer named
Selena made $400 per concert
as the opening act for the band at
a handful of venues.

“We had a booking agent
who kept getting shows. When
you’re hot, you’re hot and that’s
the time to capitalize on it and
make your money,” Michael
said.

But there will be three gen-
erations who take the stage on
Michael’s side of the family
Saturday night. His son Michael,
Jr., 22, is Fuego’s drummer.
Mikey, as he’s called, made his
debut at age six as a substitute
drummer in his grandfather’s
band.

• Grupo Fuego and the
Future

Fuego has been together for
nearly three years, but Ms.
Ramos-Ybarra has been its lead
singer for just over a year. The
band is set to release its first CD
sometime in the fall, but has two
songs getting heavy airplay on
Internet-based Tejano music sta-
tions, such as
midwesttejanoradio.com and
tejanofm.com.

“We know that we are grow-
ing, because we can tell by our
Facebook page,” she said. “It’s
amazing to me that the states of
Washington and New Mexico
seem to be where we’re getting
a lot of our attention.”

Ms. Ramos-Ybarra was in-
vited to try out for the band by
its keyboardist and leader,
Michael Ybarra. But she ex-
plained he “had an ulterior
motive”: the two had known
each other for a long time be-
cause of their Tejano titans for
fathers and had a “mutual crush”
on each other. They’ve now been
married a little over a year.

“The one part was he needed
a lead singer and the other part
was he was trying to be fresh
with me,” she joked. “As we
shared the stage, it was amazing
how it just became comfortable.
We both come from the same
background. We both come from
the same type of life. We both
share much in common and re-
freshing; I don’t have to explain
it.”

“See what I do to keep my
band going? I marry the lead
singer,” Michael joked. It was
like Ozzie Nelson marrying his
lead singer Harriet Hilliard, to
become Ozzie and Harriet.

The band was originally
founded in Michigan. Some of
its current lineup hails from
Saginaw, Pontiac, and Lansing,
and tours the Midwest. One
guitarist is from Toledo and the
bass player is originally from
Archbold. The band has played
the Ohio State Fair and on Aug.
24 will make its first-ever ap-
pearance at the 2013 Latinofest
in downtown Fostoria.

“It’s always a surprise trying
to figure out where we’re going
to go next,” said Ms. Ramos-
Ybarra with a laugh. “But it’s
hard to make it a full-time thing,
so we all do have our other jobs.
The market in the Midwest
doesn’t support it yet, but I see
that changing.”

Ms. Ramos-Ybarra is a full-
time Mary Kay representative,
while her husband is in business
development, recruiting new
employer clients for a personnel
agency. She describes Fuego as
“progressive Tejano” because
it incorporates modern influ-
ences into its playlist. For ex-
ample, she sings a Spanish-lan-
guage version of a popular
Beyoncé song.

The band’s current single “Ni
Lo Digas Jugando” currently is
making it through Tejano
Magazine’s Top 20 chart. The
band members hope to do a
more extensive touring sched-
ule after the CD release.

“We hope it can turn into
something, but we have our regu-
lar lives, our regular jobs. It’s a
hobby and we have a passion
and desire for it—and it’s a fam-
ily thing, which makes it more
unique,” said Michael. “It’s a
great thing we’ve got going. It’s
a great family of people that are
making this thing happen here.”

TejanoPalooza: a family musical affair
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent
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The Hope is in the Arts:
Esperanza’s Youth
Art Exhibit
See article By Antonio Barrios on Page 20

Cedric Capeles

Dorothy Bell
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LORAIN SALES: 440-320-8221

Columbus, August 2,
2013: This week the Ohio
Board of Regents announced
plans to allow undocu-
mented immigrants with tem-
porary legal status to pay in-
state tuition rates at all Ohio
public universities.

This decision will affect
the many immigrants living,
working and paying taxes
across Ohio who arrived to
the country as children
through no doing of their
own. Rep. Dan Ramos (D-
Lorain) released the follow-

ing statement upon hearing
news of the decision:

“I’m happy to applaud the
actions taken by the Ohio
Board of Regents, which will
help to better the lives of these
children and young adults
who are American in every
way except paperwork.

“If these Ohio residents
want to better themselves by
pursuing higher education
and better our state by help-
ing to develop the workforce
we desperately need to at-
tract businesses and jobs,

then providing them with
in-state tuition is the least
our state can do to aide
this endeavor.

“DREAMers will now
be able to manifest their
aspirations of becoming
doctors, lawyers, engi-
neers, teachers, bankers—
and the list goes on. The
doors of opportunity are
beginning to open for
these individuals, and I am
encouraged by the posi-
tive impact it will have on
our great state and nation.”

State Rep. Ramos applauds decision to offer
in-State tuition to DREAMers
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TOLEDO  SALES: 419-944-6430
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TOLEDO SALES: 419-241-8284

Bring your friends and family  
for an evening at the ballpark with AARP.

 

www.mudhens.com
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El 17 de agosto del 2013
se llevará a cabo el “Día de la
Concientización acerca de
las Prisiones”  patrocinado
por “Toledanos por la
Conciencia en las Prisiones”
y los “Pastores Unidos por el
Fortalecimiento Social”.

Toledanos por la
Conciencia en las Prisiones
(del inglés Toledoans for
Prison Awareness) es una
coalición de grupos e
individuos unidos por una
meta común que saca la cri-
sis humana e institucional
de sus sombras y la trae a un
primer plano de debate de
pólizas, conciencia pública,
y comunitaria.

El pasado abril este
mismo grupo ofreció una
jornada semanal en la que se
ofrecieron charlas,
documentales e información
acerca del tema de
encarcelación. Tras el
inesperado éxito y la
respuesta del público en gen-
eral, el grupo decidió
continuar con su misión y
avanzar con este propósito.

Algunos de los
integrantes de esta coalición
son profesores actuales o
retirados de la Universidad

de Toledo. Entre ellos la Dra.
Cynthia Ingham, quien
dejará su posición
recientemente en la
Universidad de Toledo. “La
gente de Toledo necesita que
se hable más de lo que ocurre
en las prisiones”, dijo
Ingham. “Y esto solo se logra
con educación”, agregó.

La Dra. Ingham también
fue parte del “Proyecto de
Intercambio de Adentro y
de Afuera” (por su
traducción del inglés Inside/
Out Prison Exchange Pro-
gram). Este proyecto
educativo se enfoca en
problemas de profundo
límite social y crea
oportunidades para perso-
nas que están dentro y fuera
de prisión y así colaborar
mientras se tratan temas de
criminalidad, justicia, y
otras áreas de preocupación
social. “Un proyecto
riquísimo para ambas
partes”, aclaró la Dra.
Ingham.

Tras la decisión de
continuar con los esfuerzos
de la coalición; el grupo se
unió a los “Pastores Unidos
por el Fortalecimiento So-
cial” (United Pastors for So-

cial Empowerment) para
patrocinar el evento que se
llevará a cabo el 17 de agosto
de 1 a 5 de la tarde en la
iglesia Bethlehem Baptist
New Life Center, 1430 West
Bancroft en Toledo.

Un tema que merece
seriedad y atención de parte
de todos; que afecta no solo
al encarcelado sino también
a los familiares, amigos y a
toda la comunidad. Con esta
idea, este evento ofrecerá
cuatro sesiones
consecutivas y concurrentes
que hablarán del sistema y la
comunidad, entendiendo el
problema, el apoyo a
encarcelados, familiares y a
ex prisioneros y prevención.

En la lista de los
presentantes se encuentran
desde representantes de
Instituciones de Corrección
de Ohio, organizaciones
expertas en el tema, ex
prisioneros, representantes
de programas para jóvenes y
más.

Para más información
acerca de este evento o
conocer más acerca de la
coalición y sus proyectos
puede visitar http://
toledoprisonawarenessgroup.org/

Día de la Concientización acerca de las Prisiones
Happy Birthday

Adan García
August 6th

Happy Birthday
Aurora

Simpson Otero
August 7th

Happy Birthday
José Rosales
August 10th

Happy Birthday
Suzy

Colmenero
August 11th

Happy Birthday
María López
August 13th

Happy
Anniversary

Adan and Eva
García

August 9th
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Dep. Holanda 3 vs. Michigan 1
Guadalupe   5 vs. Las Lajas 3

¿Preguntas? Geronimo Aranda  419.377.3580,  barandag@aol.com

La Liga de las Américas
Soccer Scores, August 4, 2013
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La Liga de las Américas
Sunday, August 11, 2013
Las Lajas vs. Michigan     1:00PM
Dep. Holanda    vs.  Young Guns     11:00AM
Central Arsenal vs.  Guadalupe     1:00PM

Guadalupe defeats Las Lajas on August 4, 2013, 5-3

August 3, 2013: For the
third year in a row, the city
and county agency have col-
laborated on  FCCS’ FamJam
and Mayor Coleman’s
Neighborhood Pride Block
Party, a free family enrich-
ment festival sponsored by
Franklin County Children
Services and the city of
Columbus.

Each year, corporate spon-
sors and city, county and state
agencies provide the free
food and community
resources for this one-of-
a kind outdoor party and
community outreach effort
at the city’s Columbus Com-
mons park.

More than 75 vendors and

community partners hosted
resource booths, handed away
free family-friendly giveaways,
provided spot health checks
and family fingerprinting kits
and gave helpful information.
The fun activities stepped off
at 11 a.m. with a welcome from
Coleman, Spinning and
Franklin County Commis-
sioner Marilyn Brown.

Patrons dined on donated
hot dogs, chips and healthy
food options while sipping on
donated bottles of water, Dr.
Pepper and Snapple products.
The Main Stage served as the
entertainment zone with youth
acts from central Ohio, includ-
ing Ohio Avenue’s world per-
cussion group; Short Stop

Youth rock band and Hosea’s
State of Mind, a jazz group.

Children and their families
were also treated to free carou-
sel rides, face painting, bounce
houses, karaoke performances,
a building station sponsored by
Lowes and free school supplies
from Target. Other major spon-
sors of the event included
Molina Healthcare, Kroger,
Save-A-Lot, Giant Eagle,
ATT&T Pioneers, the Ohio Pack-
ing Co; media sponsors in-
cluded La Prensa.

Special appearances were
also made by Columbus and
county safety forces.

Angela An, morning
anchor at WBNS-10 TV, served
as emcee.

Columbus Mayor Michael B. Coleman and
FCCS Executive Director Chip M. Spinning
know how to throw a block party!



DATE: Saturday, August 10, 2013

TIME: 12:00-6:00 pm

LOCATION: Walsh Park
745 Morrison St., Fremont, OH

Farmworker Agencies Liaison Communication and 
Outreach Network (FALCON) would like to invite 

you to attend Farmworker Appreciation Day. 
This event seeks to honor farmworkers in 

Ohio by hosting a free, family-friendly event with 
games, food, music, prizes, and entertainment. 

games  food  music  prizes  entertainment

games  food  music  prizes  entertainment

¡Gratis!

Please contact Francisco Espinoza if you 

have any questions: 

espinoza.9@osu.edu or 419-787-2515

Join us for
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-1.7-1.7-1.7-1.7

The prison crisis is not someone else’s problem. It affects our families,
our friends, our neighbors, our society-all of us.

Come to Prison Awareness Day, to listen and learn about incarceration as a crisis and
as a reality in our community. Learn how people are affected and how they respond.
You will hear from:

 Community representatives of Ohio institutions
 Volunteers and organizations that offer support for families and parolees.
 Ex-offenders who are witnesses to hope of rehabilitation.
 Representatives of programs that keep young people out of the criminal justice system.

Four sessions, running concurrently:
 Understanding the issues
 The System and the Community
 Support for Prisoners, Families, and Ex-offenders
 Prevention

INFORMATIONAL TABLES WILL ALSO BE PROVIDED
For more information go to:
www.toledoprisonawareness.org or contact:
cynthia@toledoprisonawareness.org

Hebrews 13:3: Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.
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@ Cleveland Metroparks
Zoo
NASA activities for kids!
Family Fun!
Contact: 216-623-2921

MICHIGAN
DETROIT
August 3…, game starts
@7:08pm
8th Annual Fiesta Tigres
Tigers vs. White Sox
Comerica Park
2100 Woodward Ave.
866-66-TIGER

·

OHIO
TOLEDO
Ottawa Park Summer
Concert Series
@ Ottawa – Jermain Park,
2205 Kenwood Blvd.
Sponsored by City of
Toledo, Div. of Parks,
Recreation & Forestry
Free concert, 6-8PM with:
Dezire on August 3rd

Los Hermanos Villegas on
August 10th
Contact: 419-936-2326

CLEVELAND
July 27, 2013, 6:00pm
Miss Puerto Rican Image
Pageant
Sponsored by Julia De

Burgos Cultural Arts Center
@ Lincoln West HS
Auditorium
Contact:  216-961-2970

August 3-4, 2013,
Saturday, noon – Midnight;
Sunday, noon – 10:00pm
Puerto Rican Parade and
Latino Fest
Sponsored by Julia De
Burgos Cultural Arts Center
@ Cleveland Muni Lot
Contact:  216-961-2970

August 17, 10:00am –
7:00pm
Summer Reading Club
Finale
Cleveland Public Library Day

Selected Summer Events

August 1, 2013: As Mem-
bers of Congress head home
for the August recess, United
Farm Workers, United We
Dream and America’s Voice
sent all 224 of them off on
today, with a sweet US-
American-grown canta-
loupe, harvested by immi-
grants in California, show-
casing the real contributions
immigrants make to the
United States every day.  Just
as House leadership gave
Steve King a vote on his de-
portation amendment, pro-
immigration groups are de-
manding their vote on a path
to citizenship.

Rather than developing
“calves the size of canta-
loupes because they’re haul-
ing seventy-five pounds of

marijuana across the desert,”
as Rep. Steve King (R-IA)
recently asserted, immigrants
are actually doing back-
breaking work on our
nation’s farms to bring can-
taloupes and other crops to
America’s grocery stores and
breakfast tables every day. 

The cantaloupes—af-
fixed with the message: “This
cantaloupe was picked by
immigrants in California”
and “You gave Steve King a
vote. Give us a vote for citi-
zenship,” are being deliv-
ered to each Member of the
U.S. House who sided with
Rep. Steve King (R-IA) on a
recent immigration vote to
end the Deferred Action pro-
gram for DREAMers and
other uses of prosecutorial

discretion in deportation
cases.  In total, 224 House
members voted yes on the
King amendment, including
221 Republicans and 3
Democrats.  Only six Repub-
licans voted against the
amendment. 

“According to Rep. Steve
King, most young immi-
grants are drug runners with
calves the size of cantaloupes
as proof. Today we deliver
these cantaloupes from Cali-
fornia as proof of the hard
work of hundreds of thou-
sands of immigrants who la-
bor often under harsh
weather conditions harvest-
ing the fruits and vegetables
that feed our nation. Agri-
culture in the United States
is dependent on a hard work-

ing, dedicated, tax-
paying immigrant
work force. King’s
hateful comments are
just another example
of his failure to un-
derstand the reality of
the agricultural in-
dustry and the great
contributions immi-
grants make to this
country,” said Giev
Kashkooli, United Farm Work-
ers National Vice President.

There are approximately
two million women, men,
and children who labor on
our nation’s farms and
ranches across America, har-
vesting fruits and veg-
etables and caring for our
livestock.  Three-quarters of
all farm workers were born
outside this country. 

“Unfortunately,  Rep.
King’s words are not just
words. His sentiments and
prejudice against a signifi-
cant segment of our society
are reflected in his policy
proposals which have been
supported by almost every
Republican in the House,”
Kashkooli said. Speaker
Boehner, House Majority
Leader Eric Cantor and Ma-
jority Whip Kevin McCarthy
voted for the “King Amend-
ment.

As the leader of the faction
of House Republicans who
oppose any form of compre-
hensive immigration reform,
Rep. Steve King has made
numerous degrading com-
ments about immigrants over

the years.  After making his
outrageous statement equat-
ing DREAMers with
drugrunners earlier this
month, King refused to back
down.  Although some House
Republicans, including
members of leadership, have
finally started to denounce
King’s hateful rhetoric, they
continue to support his anti-
immigration amendments.

“America knows that as
DREAMers, we’re the future
of this nation.  Our families
came to pursue the American
dream.  Congressman King’s
remarks have no place in the
immigration debate.  It’s time
for Speaker Boehner to start
showing some real leader-
ship, giving immigration re-
form with a path to legal sta-
tus and citizenship a vote
and refusing to let Steve King
dictate immigration policy
for the GOP,” said Hareth
Andrade, a leader with
DREAMers of Virginia and
United We Dream.

According to Lynn
Tramonte, Deputy Director
of America’s Voice:
“Speaker John Boehner and

Majority Leader Kevin
McCarthy say that King
doesn’t represent the Re-
publican Party, but it cer-
tainly looks like he does. 
Over 200 Republicans—
including those mem-
bers of leadership—
voted with King on his
recent amendment to
strip DREAMers of work
permits and separate

hard-working families.  It’s
not enough to oppose his
rhetoric while supporting
the same policies.  It’s not
enough to talk the talk if
you don’t walk the walk. 
That means tackling our key
priority head on and advanc-
ing a path to citizenship for
the 11 million aspiring
Americans.  Citizenship
could pass the House today
with bipartisan support, and
the only thing standing in
the way is House Leader-
ship having the guts to
schedule a vote.”

The Senate proposal,
which was overwhelmingly
approved in the Senate last
June, includes a roadmap to
citizenship for the estimated
11 million undocumented
immigrants currently living
in the country and includes
special agricultural provi-
sions negotiated by the
United Farm Workers and
major grower associations.
 House Republican leader-
ship hold the keys to making
immigration reform a reality
this year—but first they have
to schedule the vote.

United Farm Workers, United We Dream and America’s Voice Deliver Cantaloupes to 224 House
members who voted With Rep. Steve King on Immigration
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Request for Proposals
Maintenance of Digital Video Management System (DVMS)

RFP #13-R015

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA) will receive proposals for
Maintenance of Digital Video Management System (DVMS). Received in
accordance with law until Tuesday, September 3, 2013, 3PM ET.
For Documents:  www.lucasmha.org, 435 Nebraska Ave., Toledo, OH 43604 or
419-259-9446 (TRS:  Dial 711).

Proposers required to meet Affirmative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity
requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. Sec. 3 Compliance
Applicable.

Representatives from pri-
vate, public, and non-profit
agencies learned a valuable
lesson from professional train-
ers during a recent session on
cultural competence: that there
is a “business case” to be made
for strengthening how their
organizations handle custom-
ers and clients of different races,
ethnicities, and backgrounds.

In other words, any busi-
ness or entity seen as being
strong in its cultural compe-
tence can reap bigger profits,
recruit and retain the best and
brightest employees, and gain
a bigger customer base. But
true change within an organi-
zation needs a strategic plan of
action, not just a policy on
paper or an annual training for
its staff.

“We know that the world
continues to change, contin-
ues to be more and more di-
verse, said Margarita DeLeón
of the Kaleidoscope Group, a
diversity and inclusion con-
sulting firm. “The essence of
the program is how we can be
effective with people who are
different from us—and that’s
going to become a more and
more important skill as we
move forward.”

About 30 people attended
the diversity training session
at the United Way building in
downtown Toledo on Wed.,
July 31. Participants repre-
sented the law firm of Marshall
and Melhorn, the Wood
County Health District, the
YMCA of Greater Toledo,
Adelante, Inc., the Ability Cen-
ter, and the Family and Child
Abuse Prevention Center,
among others.

Local Latino leaders in at-
tendance included: Linda
Alvarado, director of the To-
ledo Board of Community
Relations, Eugenio Mollo from
Advocates for Basic Legal
Equality (ABLE), and Giselle
Mendoza and Lisa Canales
from Adelante, Inc.

The trainers explained that
this training involved “build-
ing a framework” for cultural
competency within an organi-
zation. A follow-up training is
then held to put such a plan
into action.

“We know diversity and
inclusion is the right thing to
do, treating people with dig-
nity and respect,” said Ms.
DeLeón. “We also know that if
we do that well, that we can
also achieve our mission and
our business goals.

Kaleidoscope Group CEO
Doug Harris challenged at-
tendees to “think, believe, and
demonstrate.” In other words,
expand their thoughts, assess
and challenge their internal
biases, then adapt, modify, and
change their behavior toward
others.

But Harris explained it is
much easier to do that as indi-
viduals than it is for an entire
organization to change its col-
lective mindset, adopt a new
attitude, and see the overall
benefits of a culturally compe-
tent business or agency long-
term.

“To be culturally compe-
tent, you have to think about
how you behave in these dif-
ferent situations,” he said.
“How do you react? How can
you modify that behavior in
order to be effective in those
situations?”

The four I’s:
Harris told the group there

is a method, or “roadmap” to
achieving a system-wide
change in that culture, involv-
ing what he called the four I’s:

• Importance: a clear under-
standing of the business im-
pact of diversity and inclusion
within an organization;

• Insight: a personal aware-
ness of one’s cultural back-
ground and worldview and how
that impacts others in the work-
place;

• Inclusion: the ability to
skillfully interact, relate, and
work in an inclusive manner;

• Integration: maximize the
performance of self, others, and
ultimately, the organization.

“When you start to dig into
real conversations, about how
people are feeling—they may
feel some inequity. It’s harder
to have those discussions,” he
said. “So you get a visible com-
mitment, a statement. That’s
better than nothing—but it’s
still not at the level that we’re
talking about. It’s that deeper
discussion—real conversa-
tion, real people, real issues
that create real change.”

Harris encouraged partici-
pants that they would need to
go back to their organizations
and not only start the conver-
sation and come up with a plan
of action, but work hard to
implement any changes. Not
only must the staff receive
training, but the changes must
be applied in the workplace
and success must be measur-
able.

“Education without appli-
cation is entertainment,” he
said. “What are you going to
measure to say your organiza-
tion is moving toward cultural
competence? What difference
is it making? Is the environ-
ment changing? Are we get-
ting new customers? Are cus-
tomers more satisfied?”

Chicago’s Kaleidoscope
CEO emphasized that once
change can be seen and mea-
sured, the buy-in of employees
increases. Once they begin to
see innovation and collabora-
tion occur, enhanced company
performance, development in
new and emerging markets, the
business seen as an employer
of choice, and the attraction
and retention of committed
employees, they start to notice
the difference. Then employ-
ees themselves become in-
vested and enlightened, am-
bassadors to the community,
and respectful to each other.

“It really does help agen-
cies recognize differences in
other people, helps teach them
how to build their cultural
competency muscle, and how
they can become better at ser-
vicing people who are differ-
ent from them,” explained Ms.
DeLeón. “This starts internally
with your staff—so your staff
has to be open to difference,
has to learn how to manage
diversity, become comfortable
with that. It doesn’t matter what
discipline you’re in, you are
going to be working with
people different from you. How
do you have an effective work-
ing relationship? How do you
effectively work with your cli-
ents?”

But Harris emphasized that
decision-makers must be
moved from the traditional “to-
do” thinking to “achieve”
thinking. Once company or
agency leaders begin to see
what cultural competence can
do for business goals or the
non-profit’s mission, it be-
comes easier to start rethink-
ing diversity and inclusion
policies.

Education employees
about improving cultural
competence can involve
blended learning using tech-
nology as a tool—webinars,

podcasts, and online teach-
ing techniques among them.
But such training must be
customized for each setting.
A social service agency won’t
seek the same kind of out-
comes that a bank or law of-
fice would be interested in
achieving, for example.

“So you have to do the work
to get there, but you have to
have the work strategized in
order to make a difference,”
Harris said. “That is the best
way to make it sustainable
within your organization.”

During roundtable discus-
sions, many participants ad-
mitted their organizations do a
decent job of being culturally
competent—but there was a
lot of room for improvement.

Cultural Competence, a lifelong lesson
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS –
BOARD OF ELECTIONS FACILITY

The Board of Lucas County Commissioners is seeking proposals for the lease,
lease to purchase, or purchase of facility space to serve the consolidated needs
of the Lucas County Board of Elections.

The total space requirement is 33,538 Square Feet +/- 10%.  This includes areas
for a variety of election related operations and voter related services.  This facility
must be located in Lucas County, Ohio and preferably within one mile of the
Downtown Business District in the City of Toledo.

The Request for Proposals document, which includes the specific facility require-
ments and the evaluation criteria, is posted on the Board of Lucas County
Commissioners’ website at http://www.co.lucas.oh.us/Bids listed under Services.

Proposals shall be submitted no later than 2:00 PM on August 22, 2013 to the Board
of Lucas County Commissioners, One Government Center, Suite 800, Toledo, Ohio
43604-2259, Attention Tom Dodds, Office of Management and Budget, Project
Manager.  Proposals shall be clearly marked “Lucas County Board of Elections
Facility.”  Please submit six (6) hard copies of your proposal.

Carol Contrada, President
Tina Skeldon Wozniak, Member
Pete Gerken, Member

Adopted July 30. 2013

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS –
CENTRALIZED RECORDS CENTER

The Board of Lucas County Commissioners is seeking proposals for the lease,
lease to purchase, or purchase of facility space to serve the consolidated needs
of the Lucas County Records Center.

This requirement is for establishing a Lucas County Centralized Records Center
according to the established specifications, which include an environmentally
controlled, fire protected, and efficient storage area; office area; records process-
ing areas; building security, and access to fiber optic cable connection.  Preferably
the facility will be located near downtown Toledo, Ohio.

The criteria that will be considered in evaluating proposals includes the following:
geographic location; environmental (HVAC) systems; utility services, including
phone and data; access to Ethernet fiber optic connection; fire detection, alarm,
reporting, and suppression system; loading area; facility condition; internal and
external security system with surveillance, alarm, and reporting; configuration
relative to requirements; water/flood detection, alarm, and reporting system;
restrooms; parking; and costs, including historical utility expenses.

The Specifications and a Data Sheet document are posted on the Board of Lucas
County Commissioners’ website at http://www.co.lucas.oh.us/Bids listed under
Services.

Proposals shall be submitted no later than 2:00 PM on August 22, 2013 to the Board
of Lucas County Commissioners, One Government Center, Suite 800, Toledo,
Ohio 43604-2259, Attention Tom Dodds, Office of Management and Budget,
Project Manager.  Proposals shall be clearly marked “Lucas County Centralized
Records Center.”  Please submit six (6) hard copies of your proposal.

Carol Contrada, President
Tina Skeldon Wozniak, Member
Pete Gerken, Member

Adopted July 30, 2013

REQUESTS FOR PROPOSAL

The Metropolitan Park District of the Toledo Area is accepting proposals for
brokerage services for property and casualty insurance.  If your company is
interested in submitting a proposal for this service, packets are available for pick
up at Wildwood Metropark Administrative Offices, 5100 W. Central Avenue,
Toledo, OH 43615, Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m  Complete
proposals must be received at this address by 4:30 p.m. on August 16, 2013.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING

Metroparks of the Toledo Area is looking for a qualified individual to serve as
Program Production Specialist. Position will involve creating, producing, and
presenting educational programs related to our regional natural and historical
resources. Requires associate’s degree or equivalent experience in environmental
science, education, history or related field; experience in environmental and/or
historical programming. Part time, up to 35 hours per week. $13.02/hr. Go to
www.MetroparksToledo.com to view the position description and job require-
ments. Apply online by 8/15/2013. EOE

Happy
Birthday

Faith Wee
August 5th

Feliz
Cumpleaños

Marisol
Ibarra

August 4th

Feliz
Cumpleaños
Pres. Barack

Obama
August 4th



If you’ve been looking for comfortable, secure and affordable 
SENIOR HOUSING, then look no further. 

A Place to Call Home

Pelham Manor Apartments

Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Equal Employer 
Opportunity

Pelham Manor is a tobacco-free, senior apartment community 
offering many amenities including:

*Individually Controlled Heat/AC*     *Laundry Facilities*     
* Appliances and Utilities Included*   *Senior Center on Site*     

*Rent Based on Income (low income individuals encouraged to apply)*

For TDD/TTY Users Only
1-800-545-1833 x 583

Pelham Manor provides one and two bedroom apartments 
for persons 62 years of age or older and disabled persons 
under 62 who require the features of the accessible units.
Please call for information or stop by Monday – Friday 
8:30 am – 4:00 pm. 2700 Pelham Road, Toledo OH 
43606    419-537-1515
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SPECIAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR INORMATION

The Mental Health and Recovery Services Board
(“Board”) is seeking information regarding proposals
from ODMHAS (formerly ODMH and/or ODADAS)
certified agencies for the provision of recovery ori-
ented programs and services that advance the Board’s
System-Wide Goals and fill service gaps in Lucas
County’s behavioral health system.  The Board
anticipates investing up to $2.1million in these ser-
vices.  A complete description of the “Request for
Information” and submission requirements, as well
as copies of the “2014 System-Wide Goals” and
“2014 Gaps Analysis” are found under “Quick Links”
on the Board’s web-site at http://www.co.lucas.oh.us/
mhrsb.

Proposals must be received no later than 5:00 PM
on September 9, 2013.

General Labor
The QUIKRETE® Companies, the leading pack-

aged cement and concrete products producer, has
immediate openings for general laborers at our De-
troit, MI facility.  Requirements include the ability to
work in outdoor conditions year round, lift up to 100
pounds repetitively, and be willing to get dirty.  Start-
ing pay is $10.05. Apply in person at 8951 Schaefer
HWY, Detroit, MI 48228.

BILINGUAL COLLECTOR/
CALL CENTER REPRESENTATIVES

National Enterprise Systems is hiring Spanish
Speaking Call Center Representatives in Solon,
Ohio.

BENEFITS
An hourly base pay of $10-$12 plus monthly com-
mission
Overtime, paid time off and holiday pay
Great benefits including health, dental, vision, life
and 401K

REQUIREMENTS
Pre-employment testing, drug screening and back-
ground check
Must have high school diploma or GED equivalent

Apply ONLINE at www.nes1.com under the
CAREERS tab.

Housing Counselor

Community finance office seeks professional, ethical,
motivated person for a Housing Counselor position.
The ideal candidate will have a strong housing
background ideally in lending, foreclosure prevention,
housing counseling and/or financial products and
services.  Excellent computer and communication
skills, team player attitude and a desire to help our
community is a must.  We are an Equal Opportunity
Employer.  Résumés must be received by Friday
August 16th.  Send résumé, cover letter and salary
requirements to: President, 432 N. Superior St.,
Toledo, OH 43604, Tzinn@nodatoledo.org.  No calls
or walk-ins please.

AVISO DE PRUEBA DEL SISTEMA DE TABULACIÓN DE
PAPELETAS PARA EL ESCRUTINIO OFICIAL DE VOTOS

ELECCIÓN ESPECIAL DEL 6 DE AGOSTO DE 2013

La Junta Electoral del Condado de Cuyahoga va a realizar una prueba del equipo
de tabulación de papeletas (unidades M650s, DS200s y AutoMARK) antes del
Escrutinio Oficial de la Elección Especial del 6 de agosto de 2013, que se celebrará
en el Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Brooklyn. La prueba se hará el viernes, 16
de agosto de 2013 a las 9:30 a.m. en el Centro de Tabulación de Papeletas, ubicado
en el segundo piso del Almacén de la Junta Electoral en 1890 East 40th Street,
Cleveland, Ohio 44103. La prueba está abierta al público.

POR ORDEN DE LA JUNTA ELECTORAL, CONDADO DE CUYAHOGA, OHIO

COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT
COORDINATOR

Professional needed to supervise staff, monitor
billing documentation, provide customer service, and
direct community employment services.  Will also be
responsible for soliciting employment or contract
business in order to provide vocational opportunities
for individuals with developmental disabilities.  Knowl-
edge of Employment First and Customized Employ-
ment practices helpful. Required: Bachelor degree in
Vocational Rehabilitation, Business Administration,
Education, Social Services, or related field; One year
full-time experience in job placement, sales, or mar-
keting; One year supervisory experience.  Send cover
letter, resume, references, and employment applica-
tion, which is available to print at www.lucasdd.org,
by 8/16/13 to:

Lucas County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Human Resources/DP

1154  Larc Lane
Toledo, OH 43614

If in need of ADA accommodations, contact us
directly at 419-380-4033.

E.O.E.

FT, youth work & staff supervision.
College degree required. Complete applications
online at www.bgctoledo.org AND send cover letter
& résumé to 2250 N. Detroit Ave., Toledo, OH
43606

CLINICAL THERAPIST –
FAMILY AND CHILD SERVICES

Full-time

Unison is seeking a Clinical Therapist to provide
services to children and adults with severe emo-
tional disorders in community settings.  Duties will
include completing diagnostic assessments, de-
veloping treatment plans and providing individual
and family therapy.

Position is based at Starr Avenue but requires work
in the community.  Master’s degree and current
Ohio licensure as a LSW or PC required.  LISW or
LPCC preferred.  Experience working with children
and families is preferred.

Send résumé with salary requirements or apply to:

Human Resources – CTHB
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.

1425 Starr Ave.
Toledo, OH 43605
Fax: 419-936-7574

Email: hr@unisonbhg.org

EOE

AVON!  Career
or

Pocket Money;

Call ISR Lydia 
248-722-8218;
¡Se Habla
Español!

EARN:  http://
www.startavon.com/

Reference code: 
Lkopeika;

SHOP: 
www.youravon.com/

Lkopeika
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Housing
Cleaning
Service

216-832-1437
Contact  Luis:

•  Residential
•  Commercial

Serving East &
 West Cleveland

CLEARVIEW  SCHOOLS  DISTRICT

• FREE HEAT & WATER
• 1 BEDROOM
• 2 BEDROOMS
• SECURITY DEPOSIT $99
• LAUNDRY FACILITIES
• NEAR SHOPPING CENTER
• WE HAVE TOWNHOUSES

MONDAY – FRIDAY
Or BY APPOINTMENT

4950 O’NEIL BLVD.
PHONE: 440-233-7621

DISTRITO DE LAS ESCUELAS
CLEARVIEW

• CALEFACCION Y AGUA GRATIS
• 1 CUARTO
• 2 CUARTOS
• DEPOSITO $99
• LAVADEROS
• CERCA DE CENTRO DE COMPRAS
• TENEMOS TOWNHOUSES

LUNES – VIERNES
O CON CITA

4950 O’NEIL BLVD.
TELEFONO:  440-233-7621

SE SOLICITA
Empresa de Fabricación en Lorain, Ohio está
contratando Mecánicos de Tiempo completo,
Mano de Obra de Producción, conductor de

Elevador, y Maquinistas. Los beneficios incluyen
vacaciones pagas y feriados. Por favor aplique

personalmente de 2pm a 4pm.
Novex Products Co

2707 Toledo Avenue, Lorain

Register to
VOTE!

FOR RENT

Cambridge Court
Apartments will be

accepting applications
for our 1 bedroom,
Section 8 wait list.

You must call
419-472-8601,

9am - 4 pm
to schedule an
appointment.

Equal Housing
Opportunity

WE TRANSLATE
ENGLISH/SPANISH

419-870-6565419-870-6565419-870-6565419-870-6565419-870-6565

SANCHEZ
ROOFING
Preventive mainte-
nance; roof repairs;
r u b b e r
roofing;
re- roof
shingles;
30 years
exp; roof coatings; roof
leaks; power washing;
Se habla español!
Call Pete Sánchez

419-787-9612!

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE

Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 2 Bedroom
Apartments
Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and Older.
Rent Based on Income. Heat, Appliances, Drapes,
Carpeting Included.  Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY/EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

2742 HILL AVE.
TOLEDO, OHIO

800-233-0142
419-534-2074

SUPPLIERS OF
MEXICAN

FOOD
PRODUCTS

Opportunities with rapidly growing UnitedHealth Group. 
This may surprise you but some of the best jobs involve helping 
people from all over the globe. When you join our Fortune 17, 
mission-driven organization, you’ll be part of a team that’s making 
a genuine difference as we help people live healthier lives.

If you have the energy and passion, we have the opportunities. Our 
openings in on our growing Customer Service team can be your 
fi rst step in an exciting and growth driven career. Across the board, 
we’re hiring people who want to take advantage of our exceptional training and the potential 
for career development we can provide. 

This is a culture that attracts difference makers and helps them reach new levels of achievement 
every day. If you’re looking to build on past experience in our fi eld or exploring a career change 
to build on prior offi ce experience in another, we invite you to come in and meet our team. It’s 
a special place and an opportunity to do your life’s best work.SM

Now Hiring Bilingual (Spanish/English)
Customer Care Professionals in Columbus

Bring your passion and do your life’s best work.SM

Online at: yourlifesbestwork.com/service
Or scan this QR code with your smartphone...

Diversity creates a healthier atmosphere: equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V. UnitedHealth Group is a drug-free workplace. Candidates are 
required to pass a drug test before beginning employment. © 2013 UnitedHealth Group. All rights reserved. Privacy Policy: http://workatuhg.com/
PrivacyPolicy.aspx

facebook.com/uhgcareers
twitter.com/UHGSvcCntr

http://linkd.in/uhgcustserv
youtube.com/uhgcareers

Shift to a gear you didn’t know 
you had.
Will you launch a new career direction or simply 
switch to a way better job?

Andrea R.
Clean Water Volunteer & Advocate
Customer Service Representative

Spanish Teacher

The Horizon Science Academy Toledo
Schools are seeking Spanish Teachers for the
2013-2014 school year.  Candidates must hold
current Ohio Teaching License in Spanish.  Inter-
ested candidates submit resume to Rachel Snyder
at snyder@conceptschools.org.  Wanted Span-
ish Teacher – Necesita un maestro de español.
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DETROIT  SALES: 313-729-4435

WASHINGTON, DC,
Aug. 3, 2013: The U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture
(USDA) today celebrated
National Farmers Market
Week with a kick-off event
at the Columbia Heights
Farmers Market in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack announced
that 8,144 farmers markets
are now listed in USDA’s
National Farmers Market
Directory, up from about
5,000 in 2008. The Direc-
tory, voluntarily updated
by farmers market manag-
ers, state departments of
agriculture, marketing as-
sociations, and others, is
published online at
farmersmarkets.usda.gov.
This year, the Directory has
been upgraded to include
a new Application Pro-
gramming Interface (API)
that improves customer
access to farmers market
data.

“Farmers markets are an
important public face for
agriculture and a critical
part of our nation’s food
system,” said Secretary
Tom Vilsack. “They pro-
vide benefits not only to
the farmers looking for
important income oppor-
tunities, but also help fill a
growing consumer de-
mand for fresh, healthy

foods. In recent years, USDA
has stepped up efforts to sup-
port local and regional mar-
keting opportunities for pro-
ducers, including a modern-
ized Farmer’s Market Direc-
tory to help connect farmers,
consumers, communities,
and businesses around the
country.”

USDA’s Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS)
Administrator Anne Alonzo
speaking at today’s farmers
market celebration at Wash-
ington, D.C.’s Columbia
Heights Marketplace an-
nounced the newly updated
National Farmers Market
Directory information.

“Due to consumer de-
mand for local food we are
seeing an increase in the di-
versity of market offerings,
and more participation from
small businesses and farms,”
Agricultural Marketing Ser-
vice Administrator Anne
Alonzo said. “This year we
are focusing on the
sustainability and maturity
of farmers markets– keeping
new and old markets thriv-
ing and improving. Farmers
markets around the country
continue to be popular so-
cial events for families and
communities.”

Local food and direct mar-
keting opportunities, includ-
ing farmers markets, are one
of the fastest growing seg-

ments of agriculture. Ac-
cording to the latest Census
of Agriculture, direct sales
of food products from farm-
ers to individual consumers
rose by nearly 50 percent
between 2002 and 2007.
Worth an estimated $1 bil-
lion in 2005, local food sales
grew to $4.8 billion in 2007
and nearly $7 billion last
year, according to industry
estimates. For nearby busi-
nesses in major cities across
the U.S., having a farmers
market nearby means an
average increase in sales of
anywhere from $19,000 to
$15 million (according to a
Marketumbrella research
paper published in 2012).

The 10 top states account
for over half (51.3 percent)
of all markets listed in the
Directory database: 1. Cali-
fornia (759), 2. New York
(637), 3. Illinois (336), 4.
Michigan (331), 5. Ohio
(300), 6. Pennsylvania
(290), 7. Massachusetts
(289)m, 8. Wisconsin 286),
9. Missouri (New to list in
2013 – in 2012 was ranked
19th) (246), 9. Virginia (tie)
(246), 10. Iowa (229), 10.
North Carolina (tie) (229).

Geographic regions like
the mid-Atlantic (Delaware,
the District of Columbia,
Maryland, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and
West Virginia) increased to

a 11.98 percent market share
in 2013, from a 11.65 percent
in 2012, the Northeast (Con-
necticut, Maine, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, New
York, Rhode Island and Ver-
mont) increased to a 29.11
percent market share in 2013,
from a 27.48 percent share in
2012, and the Southeast re-
gion (Alabama, Florida, Geor-
gia, Kentucky, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Caro-
lina and Tennessee) increased
to a 5.03 percent market share
in 2013, from a 4.79 percent
share in 2012.

USDA has taken several
steps to support direct mar-
keting farmers as part of the
Department’s commitment to
support local and regional
food systems, and increase
consumer access to fresh,
healthy food in communities
across the country. For
example:

• The USDA launched a
new API for the National Farm-
ers Market Directory in May
which helps consumers locate
farmers markets nearby. APIs
enable programmers to inter-
act directly with an open data
source to work with real-time
data—rather than a static data
export that can become im-
mediately out of date. The
development is part of
USDA’s commitment to ex-
panding opportunities for our
local farmers markets and

USDA Celebrates National Farmers Market Week, August 4-10 Confirms Growth and
Sustainability in Farmers Markets

small businesses.
• USDA’s Food and Nutri-

tion Service (FNS), has out-
fitted more farmers markets
with the ability to accept
SNAP (Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program), to
improve access to fresh pro-
duce and healthy foods by
SNAP recipients. USDA re-
cently announced $4 million
dollars in available funding
to help farmers markets and
direct marketing farmers pur-
chase and operate wireless
point-of-sale equipment.
Currently, over 3,800 farm-
ers markets are authorized to
accept SNAP in FY 2012, and
farmers markets generate
over $16 million in SNAP
sales. 

• USDA’s Know Your
Farmer, Know Your Food
initiative serves the growing
local and regional market
segment. This Initiative co-
ordinates and strengthens
USDA’s work on local and
regional food systems.

Many markets will host
fun activities to celebrate
National Farmers Market
Week, including pie con-
tests, festivals, cooking dem-
onstrations, events for kids,
raffle drawings and give-
aways. USDA officials will
visit markets around the
country between Aug. 4 and
Aug. 10, to honor growers
and commemorate National

Farmers Market Week.
The USDA National

Farmers Market Directory
is available at
farmersmarkets.usda.gov.
Users can search this year’s
enhanced directory for farm-
ers markets based on loca-
tion, available products,
and types of payment ac-
cepted, including partici-
pation in federal nutrition
programs such as SNAP and
WIC. Farmers markets that
participate in federal nutri-
tion program improve ac-
cess to healthy food in
underserved communities
across the country.

Get the latest Agricul-
tural Marketing Service
news at http://
www.ams.usda.gov/news or
follow us on Twitter
@USDA_AMS. You can
also read about us on the
USDA blog.

USDA is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and em-
ployer. To file a complaint
of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assis-
tant Secretary for Civil
Rights, Office of Adjudica-
tion, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Cus-
tomer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal re-
lay), (866) 377-8642 (Re-
lay voice users).

Tejano Palooza featuring Yvonne Ramos-Ybarra, Pontiac’s Joe Ybarra and his son Michael Ybarra, and Yvonne’s father Rubén Ramos (not pictured).



Página 20www.laprensa1.comAugust/agosto 9, 2013
LORAIN/CLEVELAND SALES: 440-320-8221

The rain was pouring
down on Detroit road this
past Friday, August 2, 2013,
as people and students
made their way to the Bruno
Casiano Art Gallery at
5304 Detroit Ave, at the
edge of Ohio City and the
new Gordon Square The-
ater District in Cleveland.
Local acclaimed artist
Bruno Casiano was host-
ing the artwork of the Youth
Leadership Team of
Esperanza, Inc. in a project
lead by mentor and local
artist Martínez “EB”
Garcias.

Executive Director Vic-
tor Ruiz met Mr. Garcias at an
art directors home and in-
vited Garcias to come to
Esperanza, Inc. to volunteer
as a mentor. Director Ruiz
first discovered “ EB” from
his artwork that was later
transformed into a play at
Karamu House in Cleveland.

With his background in
art and obvious willingness
to help youth, he became
one of the Program Coordi-
nators at Esperanza, help-
ing the students express
their life and stories into
various art forms, from
sculpture to canvas. The
students used the arts to
bring out their feelings and
emotions. Mr. Casiano was
also donating 20 percent of
his gallery sales to
Esperanza.

The program started with
trips to the senior citizens resi-
dences to interview them and
bring their experience and life
adventures to the canvas
through the eyes of the stu-
dents. He originally was to
use his skills as an artist to
help mentor the youth but the
idea quickly transformed into
a full-fledged program at
Esperanza.

“EB”—a native of Cleve-
land—grew up near the East
side of Cleveland around E.
105 and St Clair Streets; he
attended Lincoln West and
Glenville High Schools, but
finally opted out with his GED
and went to work in a factory.

The adventure enlight-
ened him to change his fu-
ture and attended art studies
at the Cleveland Institute of
Art and concentrate his work
on paintings and installa-
tions. “EB’ also worked on
writing and illustrating
comic books. “EB’s” work
has also been exhibited at
the Beck Center for the Arts
in Lakewood, Ohio for the
Hispanic Month celebra-
tions (Sept. 15- October 15).
His father was also an artist.

In collaboration with Su-
san Gallagher, Associate Di-
rector of Visual Arts Educa-
tion at the Beck Center, the
Esperanza youth of the Lead-
ership Team envisioned and
created a massive 3-panel
mural of their culture, history,

and education. This panel is a
ceramic mural with each panel
weighing approximately 60
– 100lbs.

Bruno Casiano and wife
Edna Fuentes-Casiano cre-
ated a warm and inviting at-
mosphere in their newly re-
opened Gallery. Edna Fuentes
also has an amazing jewelry
and gift shop on the lower
level where Chef Saúl

The Hope is in the Arts: Esperanza’s Youth Art Exhibit
By Antonio Barrios, La Prensa Correspondent

Serrano was cooking up some
incredibly delicious
“Cubanitos,” roast-pork
sandwiches, mixing wonder-
fully with a little red wine.

It was an amazing
evening of discourse with
the students and enjoying
the love of art on an evening
where art was the founda-
tion to the development of
young Latino students.

Edna Fuentes-Casiano with Nidia Perez

Helen Mayans
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Columbus: Latino leaders
and policymakers from across
the state will gather to talk
about upcoming changes
brought on by the Affordable
Care Act, health disparities,
and other related topics dur-
ing the 2013 Ohio Latino
Health Summit on Friday,
Aug. 9, 2013 in Columbus.

The Ohio Commission on
Hispanic/Latino Affairs
(OCHLA) is sponsoring the
summit, to be held at the Ohio
Dept. of Job and Family Ser-
vices (ODJFS) “Air Center,”
4020 E. Fifth Ave., in Colum-
bus. The summit will run from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. “Pre-
vention is the Cure” will be
the theme of the summit.

A breakout session on the
Affordable Care Act will fea-
ture three panelists, including
Dept. of Health and Human
Services official Brenda
Delgado.

“It’s very critical. We’re
quickly approaching the final
stage of implementation of the
law and Ohio Latinos need to
be ready,” said Lilleana
Cavanaugh, OCHLA execu-
tive director. “It’s crucial that
our communities understand
the implications of a potential
Medicaid expansion, under-
stand how to access and use
the health insurance ex-
change, and become able to
navigate the new health care
system confidently.”

A panel discussion on

health disparities will feature
former Cincinnati Mayor
Dwight Tillery, a representa-
tive of Closing the Health Gap
Cincinnati, and Kim Rodas
and Nueva Luz of Cleveland.

“Unfortunately, the scope
of these disparities and the
reasons for them are very broad,
and can include a lack of health
literacy, language barriers, and
even an inability to travel
safely to markets where
healthy foods are available
purchases,” said Ms.
Cavanaugh. “These are just
some causes, and these dis-
parities can be quantified and
illuminated by social determi-
nants of health, which is one of
the topics we’ll cover at this
year’s summit. While dispari-
ties are more likely to affect
low-income families among
all demographic groups, in-
cluding Latinos, these dispari-
ties are problematic for all
Latinos and all Ohioans, as
they add unnecessary costs to
our health care system.”

A third breakout session
will include a discussion of
health policy and community
engagement. Featured panel-
ists include: Benito Lucio of
the Ohio Dept. of Job and Fam-
ily Services, Julia Arbini-
Carbonell of the Ohio His-
panic Coalition, interpreta-
tion certification expert Bruno
Romero, and Jesús Ovalle of
the Office of Minority Health
for the Columbus Dept. of

Public Health.
“It’s an acknowledgment

that the most effective way to
fight these health dispari-
ties—and the most cost effec-
tive –is through promotion of
prevention,” said Ms.
Cavanaugh. “It is far prefer-
able for an individual to make
healthy nutrition choices and
avoid diabetes altogether, for
example, than to be diag-
nosed with diabetes and sub-
sequently treated for the re-
mainder her of his or her life.
It is also significantly cheaper
for our health care industry to
focus on prevention as op-
posed to simply treatment.

Sen. Charleta Tavares will
be the keynote speaker at the
summit. The Columbus
Democrat previously served
on Columbus City Council
and in the Ohio House of Rep-
resentatives. Sen. Tavares also
serves as the executive direc-
tor for MultiEthnic Advocates
for Cultural Competence
(MACC), a statewide non-
profit organization with a
mission to enhance the qual-
ity of care in Ohio’s behav-
ioral healthcare system and to
incorporate cultural compe-
tence into systems and orga-
nizations that care for the
state’s vulnerable and at-risk
populations.

Sen. Tavares sits on the
Senate’s Medicaid, Health
and Human Services Commit-
tee and serves as a Legislative

C o m m i s -
sioner on
O C H L A ’ s
board. Most
recently, she
announced a
joint initia-
tive with
Senator Shannon Jones to com-
bat infant mortality in Ohio’s
ethnic minority communities.

Senator Tavares is an ex-
pert legislator on minority
health issues. On Columbus’s
City Council, she chaired the
Health and Human Develop-
ment Committee. She heads
an organization dedicated to
bringing cultural competence
to the health care industry and
improving service delivery to
minorities – including

L a t i n o s , ”
said Ms.
Cavanaugh.
“She also un-
derstands, as
an elected
leader, the
critical role

that community engagement
plays in determining the suit-
ability of a health care sys-
tem. As the first black female
to be elected to leadership in
Ohio’s General Assembly, she
is well qualified to speak on
the role that community ac-
tion can take in shaping
policy, particularly in an area
as critical as health care.”

Organizers hope summit
participants leave with a con-
fident understanding of all of

the changes on the horizon for
Ohio’s health care system.

“We hope participants
leave feeling like they can be
actively engaged to improve
the trajectory for the health
outcomes in their communi-
ties. We want participants to
make new contacts and hear
new ideas and best practices
that they can take back,” said
Ms. Cavanaugh. “We want
participants to leave with a
better sense of available re-
sources for combating health
disparities when they return to
their communities. But mostly
we want them to leave ener-
gized, and to feel like they
have the tools and the allies to
positively transform the health
of their communities.”

 

Ohio Latinos to meet for health summit August 9
By Kevin Milliken, La Prensa Correspondent


