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¡FELIZ NAVIDAD!  MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Ohio State University Extention en El Centro de La Mujer
Por Claudia Annoni, La Prensa

El lunes, 17 de diciembre del 2012 un grupo de participantes de El Centro de la Mujer recibió su certificado por
completar el Programa Educativo de Comida y Nutrición de la Universidad Estatal de Ohio – Extensión.

El curso consta de clases en las cuales las participantes aprenden acerca de nutrición y ejercicios para alcanzar una
calidad de vida más saludable para ellas y para sus familias.

Durante las reuniones, la Sra. Martha Pawlicki, educadora bilingüe del programa, enseñó ideas nuevas para estirar
el presupuesto mientras desarrollan una dieta balanceada. También aprendieron a leer las etiquetas de nutrición de los
envases; como preparar sus comidas tradicionales con menos grasa y colesterol y más.

“Realmente lo disfruté mucho”, dijo Angélica, una de las participantes.
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Call Immigration Attorney
Svetlana Schreiber for consideration of
the Deferred DREAM Act at 216-621-7292.
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The First Spanish Buffet in Town
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¡FELIZ NAVIDAD!  MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Global Cleveland
stressed the importance of
hiring Latinos through a panel
discussion held at Cleveland
State University’s Maxine
Goodman Levin College of
Urban Affair on Dec. 7, 2012.
The panelists offered their
views on hiring practices and
recruitment strategies attract
the best talent among a popu-
lation that is quickly becom-
ing the largest minority in the
United States.

Manuel González, Chief
Executive Officer of Na-
tional Society of Hispanic
MBAs (NHMBA) said re-
cruitment is often like
matchmaking on e-har-
mony. It’s not enough to
check requirements but also
to find out the compatibil-
ity. “You don’t change the
corporate culture alone,” he
said emphasizing job seek-

ers should match their values
with the company they hope
to work with.

Tom Tomasula, Jr., HR
Business partner at Lubrizol
Advanced Materials said the
greatest misconception of the
Latino workforce is: “They will
go wherever there is a job.” He
said this way of thinking makes
corporations lazy in recruit-
ment efforts. “Just being
present at career fair is not
enough, you find this group to
be highly skilled and they ask
tough questions.” Tomasula
said their internship program
scrutinizes each description
and tasks interns will complete
because the power of word of
mouth is greater than any mar-
keting strategy.

González said the propor-
tion of employers who under-
stand the importance of the
Latino inclusion is nearly 33

percent; these
companies go
above and be-
yond in creat-
ing a culture in
their company
to attract the
best and retain
them while con-
sistently improving. “Then
another 33 percent who don’t
get it and don’t care to get it,
it’s a compliance issue for
them,” said González, add-
ing they will face a bleak
future in 20 years.

For Cleveland companies,
the Latino population offers
a resolution to the diminish-
ing population. Ten percent
of the current population is
described as Latino in Cleve-
land, and more planning to
relocate. Victor Ruiz, Execu-
tive Directors of Esperanza,
Inc., said the corporations

need to work
closely with the
internship pro-
grams to retain the
home grown tal-
ent and nurture
them to the jobs of
the future.

Ruiz said the
issue many Latino students face
is they change majors often and
do not graduate with the ad-
equate internships or under-
standing of what they want to
do professionally.

The El Futuro de Cleveland
Internship program, created in
collaboration with Global
Cleveland, Northeast Ohio
Council on Higher Education,
Esperanza Inc, and Cleveland
Leadership Center is designed
to match Latino students with
paid college summer internship
in Cleveland metropolitan area
and branding the city as a place

that welcomes Latino talent.
Ruiz said the issue many

Latino students face is they
change majors often and do
not graduate with the ad-
equate internships or under-
standing of what they want to
do professionally.  Creating a
pipeline of mentorship early
is crucial for keeping chil-
dren on track.

However, he said there also
needs to be a movement to
help the undocumented stu-
dents living in the shadows of
Cleveland school system
who are just waiting for any
opportunity. “They have
been sold this dream of col-
lege, and now come to find
out they are undocumented.
This is a conversation we are
having more and more,” he
said.

José Feliciano Sr., Chair-
man of the Hispanic

LOS ANGELES (AP) 13 de
diciembre del 2012: Benjamín Avila
tenía sólo 14 años cuando una cinta de
Luis Puenzo ganó el Oscar a la mejor
película extranjera en 1986 con un
filme sobre la última dictadura militar
argentina, pero ya sabía que también
quería contar su historia, relatar cómo
entró clandestinamente a los siete años
a su natal Argentina, después de vivir
exiliado en el extranjero, y cómo fue
su vida cotidiana al lado de sus padres,
subversivos “montoneros” que
luchaban contra la junta militar.

Lo que tal vez no se imaginó fue
que la película que soñaba hacer sería
producida por Puenzo, el director de
“La historia oficial”, que trata sobre el
tema de los desaparecidos durante la
dictadura militar argentina de mediados
de los años 70 y principios de los 80,
y que Argentina también seleccionaría
para competir por el Oscar.

El drama está basado en las
experiencias personales de Avila, hijo
de guerrilleros “montoneros” que
reingresó a su país de niño con un
nombre falso y que tuvo que vivir una
vida doble al igual que su familia. Tras
el retorno, la pareja de su madre fue
asesinada y su progenitora
desapareció. Él regresó a vivir con su
padre biológico.

“Siempre supe que quería hacer
una película sobre mi infancia. Lo que
no sabía era cómo la iba a hacer, pero
con el tiempo fui encontrado historias
que me ayudaron”, comentó Avila en
una entrevista reciente con The Asso-
ciated Press en Los Angeles, adonde
vino para presentar su cinta en el
Festival de Cine Argentino y
promoverla en Hollywood.

La película, que se estrenó en
Argentina en septiembre y sigue en
cartelera, explora el tema de los
desaparecidos desde el punto de vista
de un niño, Juan, quien vive con el
nombre supuesto de Ernesto y que, al
igual que sus padres, tiene que ocultar
su verdadera identidad y guardar ciertas
apariencias para pasar inadvertido.

“Tenía otros apellidos y tenía que
contar en la escuela una historia que
era diferente a la mía”, recordó Avila,
quien escribió el guion con su amigo
Marcello Muller.

“Infancia clandestina” ganó
recientemente el Colón de Oro, el
máximo galardón del Festival de Cine
Iberoamericano de Huelva (España).
También triunfó en el primer Festival
Unasur Cine y en Premio Casa de
América del Festival de San Sebastián.

Se presentó en la Quincena de los
Realizadores de Cannes 2012 y fue

seleccionada por la Academia de las
Artes y Ciencias Cinematográficas
de la Argentina para representar al
país en la contienda por una candidatura
a los Premios Goya de España a la
mejor película iberoamericana.

Durante la dictadura
desaparecieron unas 13.000 perso-
nas según datos oficiales, aunque
organismos de derechos humanos
dicen que fueron unas 30.000. La
asociación Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo
señala que unos 500 niños hijos de
disidentes políticos desaparecidos
fueron apropiados por militares o
familias afines al régimen de facto.

Este cruel y doloroso capítulo de
la historia argentina es abordado a
través de los ojos de Juan de una
manera amplia, sin intenciones de
juzgar ni señalar culpables. El filme
cuenta cómo Juan, en medio de una
vida clandestina, conoce a María y
descubre el amor.

“Quizás lo que viene a proponer
un poco de diferente la película, con
respecto a lo que ya se había hecho
antes, es que muestra un cotidiano
familiar tan poderoso que hace que
esta película tenga una dimensión
completamente diferente, que no es
cuestión política, es una cuestión
humana. La película no se sustenta en
los conceptos sino en las emociones”,
explicó Avila.

¿Qué pasó con Juan? ¿A dónde
fueron a parar chicos como él? ¿Donde
están ahora ellos y sus padres? Esas
son las preguntas centrales que la
cinta ha traído de vuelta a las mesas
familiares de Argentina, de acuerdo
con los realizadores.

“Hubo una curiosa unanimidad
con la película, que despertó casi lo
mismo con todos. Es una película
que de alguna manera expone y dice
cosas que después de tanto tiempo no
han sido dichas”, dijo Puenzo, quien
produjo la cinta a través de su empresa

Historias Cinematográficas.
Aunque Avila insiste que la

cinta no es autobiográfica, está
basada fuertemente en sus
experiencias personales.

“Corrió mucha agua bajo el
puente. Sin embargo la película
tiene varios puntos de vista nuevos.
Tiene una mirada muy nueva, tiene
cosas que no se dijeron y las dice de
una manera muy indiscutible, a
partir de que el director era niño.
Nadie le puede decir, ‘Eso no fue
así’, porque él estaba allí. Pueden
decir lo que quieran pero él no está
inventando nada”, agregó Puenzo.

Juan, quien es esencialmente
Avila, ocultó su identidad
llamándose Sergio tras llegar a Ar-
gentina en 1979 procedente de
Cuba, donde vivió con su familia
por dos años.

Su madre Sara Ernesta
Zermoglio fue guerrillera
montonera y desapareció. El direc-
tor de 40 años dijo que el trauma
derivado de ese episodio lo superó
finalmente, después de muchos
años de terapia. La pareja de su
madre era un importante cuadro
Montonero y fue asesinado, según
Avila.

“Crecí hasta los 20 años
pensando en la posibilidad de que
mi vieja estuviera viva, era real. Yo
seguí a mucha gente pensando que
era mi mamá. En el (autobús), pasar
ver a alguien, bajarme y seguir por
cuadras a una persona y después
darme cuenta que era una locura (lo
que hacía) pero había como una
cuestión casi inconsciente que
reaccionaba de esa manera”,
comentó Avila, resaltando que la
última vez que sintió que su madre
estaba viva fue a los 29 años.

“Estar desaparecido es peor que
muerto porque no sabes qué es lo
que les ha pasado, si están vivos o

muertos”, explicó.
Pese a vivir en la clandestinidad, sin

embargo, Avila dice que su familia
llevó una vida “normal” y que esos
años fueron “los más felices de mi
infancia”. El filme muestra este día a
día, con escenas como una de Juan
jugando con su madre en el parque o de
campamento con niños de su escuela.

“Quizás uno tiene una construcción
en general como que la clandestinidad
o militancia política en esos contextos
tienen que ver con el temor o estar
muertos de miedo encerrados en un
lugar esperando, cuando nosotros
vivíamos una vida normal. Ibamos a la
escuela, mi mamá nos retaba porque no
comíamos o porque llegábamos tarde
a la casa, cosas absolutamente comunes
pero en un contexto y una manera y una
relación con la realidad diferente a la de
otros niños”, dijo Avila.

Las vidas de Avila y Puenzo se
cruzaron por primera vez hace varios
años y tras una larga charla decidieron
trabajar juntos.

“Me pareció muy, muy interesante
‘Infancia clandestina’, sobre todo la
visión, el punto de vista de Benjamín,
cómo contaba la película que nace de su
propia vida, de su propia historia. Pensé
que era una película muy importante
que se hiciera desde muchos puntos de
vista, incluyendo el político”, agregó
Puenzo.

Igual que sucedió con “La historia

oficial”, “Infancia clandestina” fue
postulada por Argentina al Oscar.
Figura entre 71 películas bajo
consideración de la Academia de
Ciencias y Artes Cinematográficas,
que el 10 de enero anunciará las cinco
nominadas.

Ya terminado el filme, ambos
cineastas se dieron cuenta de que
algunos de los personajes de “Infancia
clandestina” tienen tantas similitudes
con otras figuras de “La historia
oficial” que parece una continuación
de la cinta de Puenzo.

“De alguna manera ‘Infancia
clandestina’ hace un arco con ‘La
historia oficial’. Es como el otro
extremo de un arco perfecto”, dijo
Puenzo.

Al hablar sobre Avila, Puenzo
mencionó otra coincidencia que lo
conmovió: cuando rodó “La historia
oficial”, sus hijos eran más o menos
de la edad de la niña protagonista de
su película y éstos a su vez eran casi
de la misma edad que Juan o Avila
cuando ingresó cladestinamente a
Argentina.

Al cineasta de 66 años se le hizo
un nudo en la garganta y contuvo las
lágrimas al hablar del sentido de
continuidad entre su película y la de
Avila.

“Dije, ‘Si la vida me da una
oportunidad de estar allí, tengo que
estar allí’. Y bueno, eso fue ...”,

expresó.
El encuentro más emotivo, sin

embargo, quizás sea el que se da entre
el filme y familiares de los
desaparecidos, especialmente
aquellos que como Avila fueron
niños durante la dictadura.

“Me escriben muchos
H.I.J.O.S. que no conozco
diciéndome: ‘Loco, por fin tenemos
nuestra película’, ‘Esta película es
nuestra’, ‘Nosotros somos esta
película’ y eso es como el mayor
orgullo que me da”, dijo Avila,
aludiendo a Hijos e Hijas por la
Identidad y la Justicia contra el
Olvido y el Silencio (H.I.J.O.S.),
organización integrada por hijos de
desaparecidos, asesinados, presos
políticos y exiliados durante la
dictadura militar que aboga por
justicia y el reencuentro de familiares
separados.

La cinta deja claro que las heridas
derivadas de la dictadura siguen
abiertas.

“Esto es una cosa que no cierra
nada. De hecho está abierto. Es parte
del tránsito”, puntualizó Puenzo.

“Infancia clandestina”, ópera
prima de Avila, se estrena en Nueva
York el 11 de enero. Cuenta con las
actuaciones de César Troncoso,
Natalia Oreiro, Ernesto Alteiro,
Cristina Banegas y el niño Teo
Gutiérrez Romero.

Argentina: ¿Otro Oscar con cinta sobre dictadura?

Global Cleveland partners with agencies to highlight Latino recruitment and increase internships
By Arooj Ashraf, La Prensa Correspondent

Roundtable, said that col-
lective responsibility falls
on the greater community
to advocate for comprehen-
sive reform. He encouraged
González to consider lever-
aging the connections of
NSHMBA National to high-
light the importance of re-
form and the impact it will
have on job growth.

Tomasula said compa-
nies need to realize that the
sponsorship process is a
sound investment in the fu-
ture of their company be-
cause that recruit will en-
hance that company’s cul-
ture for years to come. “The
opportunity cost far exceeds
the investment.”

For more information on
the El Futuro de Cleveland
Internship program please
visit: www.noche.org/
elfuturodecleveland
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December 2012: After
months of speculation and
study, Ohio’s governor has
decided not to lease the Ohio
Turnpike. Instead, the turn-
pike commission would is-
sue bonds backed by future
toll revenue, using the money
for critical transportation
projects— mostly in north-
ern Ohio.

Gov. John Kasich an-
nounced the plan to lever-
age the assets of the Ohio
Turnpike during a two-day
tour across northern Ohio,
which started in Toledo and
included stops in Cleveland
and Youngstown.

“This plan just makes
sense as we continue Ohio’s
economic resurgence, grow
jobs and make our state pros-
perous once again,” Gov.
Kasich said. “Billions of
dollars in new highway funds
further strengthens Ohio’s
jobs-friendly climate and
keeps our state moving by
delivering more projects
faster.”

“Bonding against future
Turnpike revenue generates
enough money to erase our
highway budget deficit,”
said Jerry Wray, director of
the Ohio Dept. of Transpor-
tation (ODOT).

The Ohio Jobs and Trans-
portation Plan would gener-
ate $1.5 billion in new funds
for highway projects from
bonds issued by the Ohio
Turnpike Commission and
backed by future toll rev-
enues. Up to an additional
$1.5 billion could be gener-
ated from matching local and
federal funds coming to a
combined total of approxi-
mately $3 billion for major
highway construction
projects.

Details of the plan also
include:

• No long-term, private
lease;

• A continued public, in-

dependent turnpike with ex-
panded authority which
would be renamed the Ohio
Turnpike and Infrastructure
Commission;

• More than 90 percent of
new bond money will go di-
rectly to northern Ohio high-
way projects, including the
turnpike itself;

• Rebuilding the Ohio
Turnpike will occur decades
sooner than planned;

• Tolls for local passenger
trips paid with an EZ Pass are
frozen for 10 years;

• All other toll rates are
capped at inflation, which is
significantly less than his-
toric toll increases;

• No turnpike employee
layoffs are anticipated.

The region’s legislative
delegation lobbied hard for
months to ensure any money
generated by the turnpike
would remain in northern
Ohio, arguing that the tolls
came mainly from trucking
firms and travelers from across
the North Coast.

Many Toledo-area legis-
lators also contended that
leasing the turnpike to a pri-
vate company would cause
the highway to fall into disre-
pair and result in skyrocket-
ing tolls. They cited the con-
troversies surrounding the
long-term lease of the Indi-
ana Turnpike as an example
of what could happen in
Ohio.

Rep. Teresa Fedor (D-To-
ledo) criticized the governor’s
plan as “fiscally irresponsible”
and one designed for “parti-
san political gain.” She ar-
gues the plan  would still re-
sult in job loss across the state,
increased tolls, and raise taxes
for Ohioans.

“The turnpike is the eco-
nomic pipeline of northern
Ohio and its assets should not
be taken from northern Ohio,”
said Rep. Fedor. “But it is not
just northern Ohioans who are

affected:  the governor’s plan
does not benefit other Ohio-
ans, either, because it is not a
fiscally sound plan. In ex-
change for a smoothly operat-
ing turnpike, the governor is
giving us a lump of coal.”

She cited a recent Ohio
Supreme Court ruling deter-
mined that highway transpor-
tation projects must be funded
with approximately $140 mil-
lion in annual CAT tax rev-
enue, not with money from
the state’s general fund. Rep.
Fedor contends that revenue
should be accounted for be-
fore increasing tolls that could
hurt communities and busi-
nesses the Ohio Turnpike helps
to support.

However, backers of the
governor’s plan point out that
for every $1 billion in new
road construction spending,
30,000 jobs are created. Some
Northwest Ohio Republicans
applauded the governor’s ef-
fort to find a way to leverage
turnpike assets in a way that
keeps the revenue in the re-
gion.

“This plan not only keeps
tolls low for the local drivers,
but assures that trucking firms
can use the Turnpike, will
continue to be able to afford
that,” said State Rep. Lynn
Wachtmann (R-Napoleon).

Toledo’s mayor and port
authority officials also ex-
pressed support for the
governor’s turnpike plan, stat-
ing it avoids their biggest
concern: that the turnpike
would go private. The Ohio
Trucking Association (OTA)
applauded the governor for
choosing what the
association’s president called
“the best option for all travel-
ers in the state.”

“I’m gratified that as a trade
association representing a ma-
jor user of the turnpike, we
have had many opportunities
to voice our concerns,” said
OTA President Larry Davis in

a statement. “They listened
to us and that means a lot.”

OTA represents more
than 900 trucking and sup-
plier companies throughout
the state. The association’s
president called the Ohio
Turnpike “too valuable of
an asset” to give to an out-
side company for lease or
purchase.

“We have a top-notch
turnpike now with a stable
and fairly predictable fund-
ing source,” explained
Davis. “It makes more sense
to leverage the value of what
we already have to better our
state’s roads and bridges, than
to roll the dice on an outside
operator who may not have
the best interests of efficient
transportation in mind.”

Fulton County Recorder
Sandy Barber, Northwest
Ohio’s only Ohio Turnpike
Commission member, also

found some-
thing to like
about the
g o v e r n o r ’ s
plan.

“I am per-
sonally very
pleased about
the partnership
being forged by the Ohio
Turnpike Commission and
the Ohio Department of
Transportation, which will
benefit residents along the
turnpike corridor and all
Ohioans,” said Barber.  “This
plan is going to help create
new jobs and I like that the
funding will help maintain
Ohio’s transportation system
as well as allow us to con-
tinue making improve-
ments.”

With future turnpike tolls
capped at the rate of inflation,
or approximately 2.7 percent
annually, state officials be-
lieve those toll hikes will be

Ohio Governor to tap Turnpike for cash
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

Gov. John Kasich

less than half
the rate of in-
crease that pas-
senger tolls
have seen over
the past 20
years and al-
most a full per-
centage point

less than past increases to truck
tolls. Tolls for local passenger
trips that are paid with EZ Pass
will be frozen at current levels
for the next decade.

Funding for future projects
to be paid for with turnpike
bonds still will be based on
Transportation Review Ad-
visory Council (TRAC) rec-
ommendations. The nine
member, bi-partisan group is
chaired by the ODOT direc-
tor and is responsible for over-
seeing the selection process
for capacity-adding and con-
gestion-relieving highway
projects which cost more than
$12 million.

Volunteers needed for the December 22 Holiday event.
Please call (216) 631-2727
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Dec. 7, 2012: Ohio’s only
state lawmaker of Puerto
Rican descent is asking his
legislative colleagues to
approve a resolution calling
on US Congress to approve
statehood for the Caribbean
island territory. Rep. Dan
Ramos (D-Lorain) last month
was retained by voters for a
second term in the Ohio
House of Representatives.

“Following the results of
the November election I be-
lieve it is necessary that
Congress take swift action
and recognize the will of the
United States citizens living
in Puerto Rico,” said Rep.
Ramos.

During the presidential
election last month, Puerto
Rico held another in a series
of plebiscites, a two-part
ballot which allows voters
to express their desire for the
future of the island common-
wealth.

The first part asked all
voters if they favor Puerto
Rico’s current status as a U.S.
territory. More than 900,000
voters, or 54 percent, re-
sponded “no” to the first
question, saying they were
not content with the current
status.

All voters then had the
opportunity to choose in the
second question from three
options: statehood, indepen-
dence, or “sovereign-free as-
sociation,” a designation

that would give more au-
tonomy to the island of
nearly four million people.

About 1.3 million voters
cast their choice. Nearly
800,000, or 61 percent of
those who expressed an opin-
ion, chose statehood—the
first time a majority was
reached after three previous
referendums on the issue over
the past 45 years.

“As laid out in the Decla-
ration of Independence, our
country recognizes that gov-
ernment derives its power
from the consent of the gov-
erned,” said Rep. Ramos.
“The people of Puerto Rico
voted to change that, and
that should be respected.”

Rep. Ramos also pointed
out that Puerto Rico has been
governed by the U.S since
1898. The territory’s people
were extended US-American
citizenship on March 2, 1917
as part of the Jones-Shafroth
Act under President
Woodrow Wilson.

“For nearly a century,
these citizens have served in
the branches of our armed
forces defending our free-
dom. Now, through their
vote, they have asked for
statehood, with all of the
rights and responsibilities
this brings,” he said. “Using
the guidance of our forefa-
thers, it is the duty of Con-
gress to respect the call of
U.S. citizens for statehood,

as they have done since the
18th century. This resolution
asks Congress to do exactly
that.”

The position taken by Rep.
Ramos certainly will be popu-
lar among his constituency.
One of every four Lorain resi-
dents is a Latino; one in five
is of Puerto Rican descent,
according to the latest U.S.
Census figures.

Rep. Ramos is a Lorain
native who graduated from
Lorain Admiral King High
School and The Ohio State
University. He is a former case-
worker at the Lorain County
Department of Job and Fam-
ily Services who also served
as a legislative aide to his
predecessor, Rep. Joseph F.
Koziura (D-Lorain), and as a
senior policy and budget ana-
lyst for the Ohio House Demo-
cratic leadership.

Nearly half a million vot-
ers, however, left the question
of statehood blank as a form
of protest against the Puerto
Rico plebiscite. That means
only 45 percent of the total
voters who answered the ques-
tion favored statehood.

That more modest figure is
consistent with three other ref-
erendums held since 1950.
Previous referendums were
defeated in 1967, 1993, and
1998. But outgoing Gov. Luis
Fortuño, a driving force be-
hind the statehood movement,
has insisted a majority of

P u e r t o
R i c a n s
b a c k e d
s ta tehood
in the vote
and he’s
asked Presi-
dent Barack
Obama and
US Con-
gress to ad-
mit the is-
land based on the result.

Overall, about 94,965
Ohio residents, roughly .8
percent of the entire popula-
tion or 26.8 percent of the
Latino population, identify
themselves as Puerto Rican,
according to U.S. census data
from 2010. Other states, such
as Florida and New York,
have much higher popula-
tions that hail from Puerto
Rico—so it may be surpris-
ing to some than an Ohio
lawmaker appears to be the
first to vocalize the issue of
statehood.

The U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO)
is researching the fiscal ef-
fects of Puerto Rico becom-
ing a state following the
plebiscite. The GAO specifi-
cally has requested predic-
tions on the likely enroll-
ment levels in federal pro-
grams such as Social Secu-
rity Supplemental Security
Income (SSI), Medicaid,
Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) and the

S u p p l e -
mental Nu-
trition As-
s i s t a n c e
P r o g r a m
( S N A P )
upon the
granting of
statehood.

T h i s
would not
be the first

federal cost estimate about
Puerto Rico. A 2009 Con-
gressional Budget Office
(CBO) report estimated a
$9.4 billion price tag for
making Puerto Rico the 51st
state.

The Lexington Institute, a
political think tank, pegged
that cost much higher, at more
than $25.6 billion, because
Puerto Rico is primarily Span-
ish speaking. The Lexington
Institute report stated the
U.S. would have to transform
itself into an entirely new
nationwide system of “offi-
cial bilingualism.”

But the arguments for
statehood will be as much an
emotional plea as based on
factual evidence. Puerto
Rico’s Resident Commis-
sioner Pedro Pierluisi, the
island territory’s lone, non-
voting member of Congress,
recently made a heartfelt
speech on the floor of the US
House vowing to pursue
statehood among his voting
congressional colleagues.

State rep wants Congress to approve Puerto Rico vote
By Kevin Milliken for La Prensa

Dan Ramos

“Not one of my stateside
colleagues in Congress
would accept this response
for their constituents. So they
should respect that my con-
stituents no longer accept it
either,” Pierluisi said. “The
rejection of territory status
fundamentally changes the
terms of this debate. After
this vote, the question is not
whether but when Puerto
Rico will cease to be a terri-
tory and will have a fully
democratic status. Defend-
ers of the status quo may
obstruct change in the short
term, but in a democracy, the
will of the people ultimately
prevails.”

While the argument of
whether Puerto Rico voters
sent a clear mandate will rage
on for months, Pierluisi made
it clear his belief that “the
people of Puerto Rico have
spoken” and he will work “to
make certain that their voice
is heard loud and clear.”

“Some wish to downplay
the results of the plebiscite
by citing the voters who left
the second question blank,
but this argument does not
withstand scrutiny,” he said.
“In our democracy, outcomes
are determined by ballots
properly cast. Power rests
with the citizen who votes,
not the one who stays home
or who refuses to choose from
among the options pro-
vided.”
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LANSING, December
2012 (AP): In a dizzyingly
short time span, Republi-
cans have converted Michi-
gan from a seemingly im-
pregnable fortress of orga-
nized labor into a right-to-
work state, leaving
outgunned Democrats and
union activists with little
recourse but to shake their
fists and seek retribution at
the ballot box.

The state House swiftly
approved two bills reduc-
ing unions’ strength Tues-
day, one dealing with pri-
vate-sector workers and the
other with public employ-
ees, as thousands of furious
protesters at the state Capi-
tol roared in vain. Republi-
can Gov. Rick Snyder
signed the measures into
law within hours, calling
them “pro-worker and pro-
Michigan.”

“Workers deserve the
right to decide for them-
selves whether union mem-
bership benefits them,”
Snyder said. “Introducing
freedom-to-work in Michi-
gan will contribute to our
state’s economic comeback
while preserving the roles
of unions and collective
bargaining.”

House Speaker Jase
Bolger exulted after the vote
that Michigan’s future “has
never been brighter,” while
Democrats and union ac-
tivists said workers had been
doomed to ever-lower liv-
ing standards. Lacking
enough votes to block the
measures or force a state-
wide referendum, oppo-
nents set their sights on the
2014 election.

“Passing these bills is an
act of war on Michigan’s
middle class, and I hope the
governor and the Republi-
can legislators are ready for
the fight that is about to
ensue,” said Gretchen
Whitmer, the Senate Demo-
cratic leader.

LANSING, Dec. 12, 2012
(AP): The Republican-con-
trolled Michigan House on
Wednesday approved a re-
placement for an emergency
manager law struck down by
voters in the November elec-
tion, despite Democratic
complaints that it doesn’t
differ significantly from what
voters rejected and would
still subvert local control.

The House passed the
bill on a 63-46 vote after
rejecting numerous Demo-
cratic amendments and sent
it to the Senate. Gov. Rick
Snyder has endorsed the pro-
posal, which includes a
$770,000 appropriation to
cover managers’ salaries.
That provision would pre-
vent a second defeat at the
polls because spending bills
are legally shielded from ref-
erendums.

A new version proposed
by Snyder and GOP legisla-
tive leaders gives four op-
tions to communities in dire
financial straits: accepting
an emergency manager; un-
dergoing bankruptcy; going
through mediation; and en-
tering a consent agreement
similar to an existing one
between the state and De-
troit. The governor believes
the bill is “good, sound pub-
lic policy,” spokeswoman
Sara Wurfel said.

Rochester Hills Repub-
lican Rep. Tom McMillin
said the legislation is needed
for local governments “that
refuse to deal with their
spending problems.” He said
Pontiac has become a safer
place because of an emer-
gency manager who “came
in and started to make adult
decisions.”

“This bill respects the will
of the voters and protects our
communities from financial
disaster,” said Rep. Al
Pscholka, a Republican from

Stevensville. “The goal is ...
to get things back on track,
restore fiscal integrity and re-
store local control. It’s about
local choice and fiscal ac-
countability.”

Rep. Maureen Stapleton,
a Detroit Democrat, said the
new bill is essentially the
same as the rejected law and
merely offers local govern-
ments an opportunity to “pick
their poison.” Places targeted
by the legislation are being
blamed for problems not en-
tirely of their making, she
said, with state aid being
slashed and the national
economy lagging.

“This is yet another slap in
the face of democracy perpe-
trated by this body,” said Tim
Greimel, the incoming House
Democratic leader. He said
emergency managers don’t
improve the economy or qual-
ity of life in ailing cities.

Opponents contended the
measure was being rushed to
enactment like right-to-work
legislation that also reduces
union strength, which was in-
troduced and enacted within
a week as thousands of pro-
testers massed at the Capitol.
But opponents noted that the
emergency manager bill was
considered during a commit-
tee hearing this month.

Snyder has appointed
emergency managers for
Benton Harbor, Ecorse, Flint,
Pontiac and Allen Park, as
well as school districts in
Muskegon Heights, Highland
Park and Detroit.

Officials in Detroit are try-
ing to fend off appointment of
a manager, but state treasurer
Andy Dillon this month an-
nounced a potential first step
in that direction, saying he
was leaning toward ordering
a review of the city’s finances.
Detroit is deeply in debt and
has a budget deficit exceed-
ing $200 million.

As one of 24 states with
right-to-work laws, Michigan
will prohibit requiring non-
union employees to pay
unions for negotiating con-
tracts, representing them in
grievances and other services.
Supporters say the law gives
workers freedom of associa-
tion and promote job creation,
while critics insist the real in-
tent is to drain unions of funds
needed to bargain effectively.

Labor has suffered a series
of setbacks in Rust Belt states
since the 2010 election pro-
pelled tea party conservatives
to power across much of the
region. Even so, the ruthless
efficiency with which Repub-
licans prevailed on right-to-
work was breathtaking in
Michigan, birthplace of the
United Auto Workers, where
unions have long been politi-
cal titans.

The seeds were planted
two years ago with the elec-
tion of Snyder, a former ven-
ture capitalist and CEO who
pledged to make the state more
business-friendly, and GOP
supermajorities in the House
and Senate. They have
chipped away repeatedly at
union power, even as Snyder
insisted the big prize _ right-
to-work _ was “not on my
agenda.”

Fearing the governor
wouldn’t be able to restrain
his allies in the Legislature,
labor waged a pre-emptive
strike with a ballot initiative
known as Proposal 2 that
would have made right-to-
work laws unconstitutional.
It was soundly defeated in last
month’s election, and Snyder
said Tuesday the unions had
miscalculated by bringing the
issue to center stage.

“I don’t believe we would
be standing here in this time
frame if it hadn’t been for Pro-
posal 2,” the governor said at
a news conference after sign-
ing the bills. “After the elec-
tion, there was an extreme es-
calation on right-to-work that

was very divisive.”
After days of private talks

with legislative and union
leaders, Snyder threw his sup-
port behind the measures last
Thursday. Within hours, Sen-
ate Republicans had intro-
duced and approved them
without the usual committee
hearings. After a mandatory
five-day waiting period, the
House did likewise Tuesday.

It happened so quickly that
opponents had little time to
generate the massive resis-
tance put forward in Indiana,
where right-to-work was ap-
proved earlier this year, and
Wisconsin during consider-
ation of a 2011 law curtailing
collective bargaining rights
for most state employees.
Those measures provoked
weeks of intense debate, with
Democrats boycotting ses-
sions to delay action and tens
of thousands of activists oc-
cupying statehouses.

Still, Michigan unions
mustered thousands of pro-
testers who massed in the
Capitol’s hallways, rotunda
and front lawn. Crowds
formed before dawn on a
chilly morning. Four over-
sized, inflatable toy rats bear-
ing the names of Snyder and
GOP legislative leaders were
on display.

“They’re selfish. They’re
greedy. They’re Republican,”
said Susan Laurin, 60, of
Saginaw, a secretary with the
state Department of Transpor-
tation, wearing a hard hat like
many fellow demonstrators.

Seventh-grade teacher
Jack Johnson, of East Lan-
sing, said the GOP’s goal was
obvious: “You take away
money from the unions and
they can’t support the Demo-
cratic candidates, and the
Republicans take over.”

“No justice, no peace!”
protesters chanted, the cho-
rus reaching a deafening din
as the House prepared to vote.
“Shame on you!” they
shouted from the House gal-

lery as the results were an-
nounced.

Republicans insisted
the bills were given ad-
equate consideration, as the
issue had been debated
across the state for years.
Snyder said he saw no rea-
son to delay signing the
measures, especially with
opponents still hoping to
dissuade him.

“They can finish up, and
they can go home because
they know ... making more
comments on that is not
going to change the out-
come,” he said. “I view this
as simply trying to get this
issue behind us.”

Don’t count on it, state
Democratic Chairman
Mark Brewer retorted.

“If Gov. Snyder thinks
that Michigan citizens will
go home and forget about
what happened in Lansing
today, he is sorely mis-
taken,” state Democratic
Chairman Mark Brewer
said. “Snyder has set the
tone for the next two years,
and this fight is not over.”

Snyder said he expects
the law to be challenged in
court but believes it will
stand. Opponents also said
they might seek recalls of
some legislators.

Meanwhile, unions
must adapt to a new reality.

The law takes effect 90
days after the Legislature
adjourns. Even then, work-
ers bound by existing con-
tracts won’t be able to stop
paying union fees until
those deals expire. But ac-
tivists fear some will opt
out at first opportunity.

“A lot of people like to
freeload,” said Sharon
McMullen, an employee
of the state Department of
Licensing and Regulatory
Affairs.

Associated Press writers
Todd Richmond and Corey
Williams in Lansing con-
tributed to this story.

Mich. becomes right-to-work state despite protests
By JOHN FLESHER and JEFF KAROUB, Associated Press

Michigan House approves
new emergency manager law
By JOHN FLESHER and JEFF KAROUB,
Associated Press
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Dear Community Leaders:
It is with a great deal of sentiment that I write you this note to inform you that I have

submitted my resignation from the Cleveland Board of Education effective December
31, 2012 due to developments in my own professional and personal life.

I would like foremost to thank you as a community for your collaboration on different
topics during my service on this board. I have learned a lot in the past four years and
will forever be an advocate on education issues affecting our kids.

This board commitment is a very important one and one of the most impactful ones
in our community. In the last four years I have worked to advocate for:

(1) accountability from the district - from the CEO, the principals, teachers and staff,
(2) equal allocation of resources and staff to English-language learners,
(3) targeting the graduation rate of our Hispanic/Latino youth, as well as
(4) special attention to our neighborhood schools.
In addition, there have been a lot of forward-looking changes in management and

policies, both institutional and legislative in nature, that coupled with the support from
our residents with the passage of Issue 107 have now have set in motion the conditions
needed to produce meaningful impacts in our classrooms.

Therefore, it is up to us as a community to embrace the positive circumstances and
help identify someone to carry the torch in the coming years and continue the work
needed for CMSD to implement The Cleveland Plan 4-Year Strategy.

The Mayor’s office will be opening up the appointment process to select a new
member for the BOE at the beginning of next year. If you have questions about the role,
please reach out to me and I will be happy to provide guidance on current issues that
the CMSD is facing.

With this, I wish you all a happy and healthly holiday season and a prosperous 2013!

Saludos a todos!

Iris Rodríguez
Dec. 12, 2012

Every day, millions of
US-Americans travel on our
Nation’s roadways.  Thou-
sands of these drivers and
passengers tragically lose
their lives each year be-
cause of drunk, drugged, or
distracted driving.  The Na-
tional Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
reports that in 2011 there
were 9,878 drunk driving
fatalities.

Sadly, buzzed and drunk
driving will impact one in
three drivers in our commu-
nity this holiday season
alone.

Unison Behavioral
Health Group has launched
its “Designate a Sober
Driver” campaign for the
holiday season.  The cam-
paign is funded by the Men-
tal Health & Recovery Ser-
vices Board of Lucas
County and focuses on the
highest risk driving popu-

lation: young men ages 16-
25.  Components of the cam-
paign include: outdoor ad-
vertising, social media, and
public education. The mes-
sage is simple: Buzzed driv-
ing is drunk driving… des-
ignate a sober driver this
holiday season. The cam-
paign is scheduled to run
through January 2.

“Most people don’t intend
to drive drunk,” says Dr. Larry
Hamme, Unison’s Chief
Clinical Officer. “But, at the
end of the night, too many try
to convince themselves and
their friends that they aren’t
drunk, just buzzed, and are
perfectly capable of driving.”
Being buzzed means being
too impaired to drive.  Period.
Understanding this and plan-
ning appropriately can save
lives.

Unison Behavioral
Health Group recommends

these simple tips for a safe
holiday season:

1. Plan a safe way home
before the festivities begin;

2. Before drinking or par-
tying, designate a sober
driver;

3. If you’re buzzed, use a
taxi, call a sober friend or
family member, or use pub-
lic transportation;

4. If you happen to see a
drunk or impaired driver on
the road, don’t hesitate to
call 911 to report the ve-
hicle.

Unison reminds the com-
munity:  if you know some-
one who is about to drive or
ride while impaired, take
their keys and help them
make other arrangements to
get where they are going
safely. Help this make a holi-
day season filled with hope.
For more information, visit
www.unisonbhg.org.

Give the gift of a Designated Driver this
Holiday Season!

Happy
Birthday
Elizabeth
Ramirez
Dec. 19

Happy
Birthday

Jesús
Sánchez
Dec. 21

Happy
Birthday

Jesse
Jaqüez
Dec. 21

Happy
Birthday
Helenia
Sánchez
Dec. 21

Happy
Birthday
Raquel

Rodríguez
Dec. 23

Happy
Birthday
Mathias

Rodríguez
Dec. 23
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OBITUARIESCARACAS, Venezuela, 15
de dic. del 2012 (AP): El
presidente venezolano Hugo
Chávez se recupera
satisfactoriamente tras la
cirugía por cáncer a que fue
sometido en Cuba y se ha
comunicado con sus familiares
inmediatos, dijo el viernes el
gobierno.

“La recuperación (de
Chávez) ha sido lenta pero
progresiva”, dijo el ministro
de Información Ernesto
Villegas en un comunicado
que leyó desde la casa de
gobierno.

El mandatario, de 58 años,
fue operado el martes por cuarta
ocasión en La Habana debido
a que según los exámenes
médicos, la enfermedad le
había regresado a pesar de las
cirugías, quimioterapia y
tratamientos de radiación que
recibió previamente.

El gobierno venezolano
señaló que Chávez sufrió
complicaciones durante la
compleja operación a que fue
sometido durante seis horas.

La hemorragia que
sobrevino durante la operación
fue atendida de manera
oportuna y el paciente
reaccionó de manera favor-
able, señaló el gobierno.

“Chávez se ha comunicado
con sus familiares más
inmediatos”, agregó.

El vicepresidente Nicolás
Maduro dijo que las hijas de
Chávez están con él en La
Habana así como su ministro
de Ciencia y Tecnología, Jorge
Arreaza.

El gobierno dijo que a
través de Arreaza, Chávez “le
ha enviado un saludo a todo el
pueblo venezolano”.

El presidente boliviano
Evo Morales viajó el viernes
por la noche a La Habana para
visitar a Chávez, dijo Amanda
Dávila, ministra de
comunicación de Bolivia.

En conferencia de prensa
en La Paz, Dávila dijo que tras
visitar a Chávez, Morales
podría viajar a Venezuela para
asistir el sábado a un acto para
celebrar la creación del bloque
izquierdista de la ALBA, a la
que pertenecen ambas
naciones.

Arreaza es esposo de la hija
mayor del presidente, Rosa
Virginia.

Desde el viaje del
presidente, las autoridades han
dicho que junto a Chávez se
encuentran Arreaza y la
Procuradora General Cilia
Flores, que es la pareja del
vicepresidente y canciller
Nicolás Maduro.

El ministro dijo que el
gobierno agradecía al equipo
de especialistas que atienden a
Chávez en La Habana, tanto
como al presidente Raúl Castro
y al ex presidente Fidel Castro,
por “asumir como misión suya
la sanación plena” del
dirigente venezolano.

Más temprano, Villegas
divulgó otro comunicado, esta
vez de la cancillería criticando
declaraciones conocidas en la
jornada del presidente de
Estados Unidos, Barack
Obama.

Las relaciones bilaterales
de Caracas y Washington se
encaminan hacia un mayor
deterioro luego de las infames
declaraciones del presidente
Obama sobre Chávez, indicó

ERMELINDO  DEJESUS  AROCHO
Ermelindo DeJesus Arocho, age 89, of Lorain, OH passed away on Wednesday,

December 12, 2012, at Mercy Regional Medical Center, Lorain.
He was born on August 29, 1923, in Caguanas, Puerto Rico, and
moved to Gary, Ind. in 1951. One year later he moved to Lorain.
He served in the United States Army. He was employed at the Ford
Motor Co., in Brookpark, for 34 years, retiring in 1986. Ermelindo
was a member of Sacred Heart Chapel, where he was an altar server
and a member of the Cursillo Movement since 1962. He had a big
heart and donated to many charities throughout his life.

Ermelindo is survived by his wife of 61 years, Heriberta (née
Velez); his children, Elmer (Vanessa) Arocho, Richard (Celeste) Arocho, Muriel (Tony)
Parrilla, Ivan (Evelyn) Arocho, and Sylvia Morales, all of Lorain; 8 grandchildren; 13
great grandchildren; and his siblings, Genovera Boneta, of Vero Beach, Fla., Angel Luis
Arocho, of Lorain, Antonio Arocho, of Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico, Elsa Arocho-Gonzalez,
of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, Emyne Berrios, of Alpharetta, Ga., Aida Martinez, of Lorain,
and Rosemary Bibler, of Cleveland.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Antonio and Isabel (née DeJesus) Arocho;
siblings, Jose Arocho, Irma Arocho-Silva, and Ernesto Arocho; and a son-in-law,
Angel Morales.

SALVADOR  M. GARCÍA JR.
Sal García, age 61, passed away unexpectedly on December 5, 2012. He was born to

Salvador and Evangeline García on June 2, 1951. He was married on July 2, 1983, to his
loving wife Diane. He spent his career in the trades, working for Ohio Roofing for 30 years.
He spent the last 8 years working side by side with his sons for the family business, Shingle
Rite, proudly introducing them to everyone he met.

He loved to bowl and was very proud to have once bowled a perfect 300 game. He was
a huge Harley Davidson fan who loved riding his motorcycle when the weather was just
right. He especially loved spending time with his many grandchildren and with his “body
guard dogs” Kong and Destiny, who rode along with him every day to the various job sites.

Sal was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Virgil García, and sister, Carmen
García. He is survived by his wife, Diane; children, Sal García III, James Limongi
(Michelle), Ryan García (Nicole), Steven García (Megan), Jason García (Crystal); grand-
children, Angelo, Mathew, Steven Jr., Logan, Gabriel, Mark, Lauren, Lylah, Keely, Brady,
Kasey, James, Kylee, and Jake; brothers, Mel Davila and Jesse García, and sisters,
Evangeline Ibarra (Jesse) and Mary Aguirre (John).

JULIO GONZÁLEZ
Julio González, 73, of Lorain, passed away Mon., Dec. 10, 2012.

Beloved father of Elizabeth (Felix) Carrion, Elaine Marsh, Daniel
(Angela) González and Julie Colbert all of Lorain; dear brother of
Dario Rodriguez, Edwin González, Mercedes Camacho and brothers
in Puerto Rico; grandfather of 15 and great grandfather of 2.

HENRY PERALES JR.
Henry Perales Jr., age 56, of Toledo, OH passed away Saturday, December 15, 2012,

at Mercy St. Anne Hospital surrounded by his loving family. Born December 28, in
Toledo, he was the son of Henry Perales Sr. and Mary Nino. Henry attended Franklin grade
School and Waite High School. He was employed by the Jeep Corporation for over 30
years during which he served as a union steward for the UAW. Henry also enjoyed metal
detecting and collecting coins. He loved spending time with his grandchildren. Henry was
an avid Alabama football fan “Roll Tide.”

Henry is survived by his parents Gilbert and Alice Mendoza; his wife of 28 years, Delia
(née Almanza) Perales; daughters, Angie Durán, Raquel (Dave) Derian and Jessica (Josh)
Radtkin; son, John Durán Jr.; sisters, Shirley Perales, Patricia (Jeff) Hudak and Cheryl (Jim)
Guerricagoitia; brothers, Mark (Danielle) Perales, Steve Perales, Joe Manning and Tony
Manning; grandchildren, LeAna Inman, John Antoszewski, Ysabel Durán, Amai Inman
and Jace Radtkin, and best friend, Jeff Leichty. He was preceded in death by his mother,
Mary Manning.

la cancillería venezolana.
“Con sus declaraciones

infames en este momento tan
delicado para Venezuela el
presidente de Estados Unidos
asume la responsabilidad de
conducir las relaciones
bilaterales hacia un deterioro
mayor dejando en evidencia
la continuidad de su política
de agresión e irrespeto hacia
nuestro país”, dijo la cancillería
venezolana en su nota leída
por Villegas.

Venezuela “rechaza de la
manera más tajante las
declaraciones indignantes del
presidente de los Estados
Unidos Barack Obama acerca
del presidente Hugo Chávez”,
añadió.

En declaraciones
conocidas el viernes, Obama
rehusó pronunciarse sobre la
salud de Chávez y subrayó
que el futuro de la nación
sudamericana debería ser
decidido por sus ciudadanos.

“Lo más importante es
recordar que el futuro de Ven-
ezuela debería estar en las
manos de los venezolanos”,
dijo Obama durante una
entrevista concedida a la filial
de Univisión en Miami.

“Hemos visto de Chávez
en el pasado políticas
autoritarias y represión a la
disidencia. No especularé
sobre cuál es su condición
médica, pero para lo que nuestra
política está constantemente
diseñada es para garantizar que
tienes las voces de venezolanos
comunes expresando que
tienen libertad, que pueden si
se esfuerzan para tener éxito en
ese país”, indicó Obama du-
rante la entrevista celebrada el
jueves y cuya transcripción
Univisión suministró el
viernes.

La declaración de Obama
fue la más dura de la que se
tenga recuerdo sobre Chávez
y Venezuela.

Caracas y Washington han
mantenido tensas relaciones
diplomáticas desde hace varios
años, aunque Estados Unidos
sigue siendo uno de los
mayores mercados para el
petróleo venezolano. Chávez
ha acusado en varias ocasiones
a Estados Unidos de estar
detrás de desórdenes y su salida
del poder por dos días en abril
de 2002.

“En este momento espe-
cial, de sensibilidad especial
para las venezolanas y los
venezolanos, el gobierno
bolivariano exige respeto al
presidente de los Estados
Unidos y a los funcionarios de
su gobierno por la dignidad
del pueblo de Venezuela, de
sus instituciones y muy
especialmente por la persona
del comandante Hugo
Chávez”, agregó Villegas al
leer el pronunciamiento.

En ausencia de Chávez, el
jefe del comando estratégico
de la fuerza armada
venezolana, mayor general
Wilmer Barrientos, aseguró
que los militares son
obedientes a las órdenes
recibidas del jefe de Estado.

“Debemos de garantizar y
dar al país tranquilidad y paz,
no estar inventando,
elucubrando cosas. Eso lo haría
cualquier militar responsable,
no estamos aquí para otra cosa.
Estamos para garantizar
soberanía, independencia y

libertad”, dijo el oficial en una
entrevista publicada el viernes
en el diario El Nacional.

Barrientos agregó que en
ausencia de Chávez sus
reportes sobre las fuerzas
militares y su plan tradicional
de seguridad durante los
comicios regionales del
domingo se entregarán al
ministro de Defensa, almirante
en jefe Diego Molero, quien a
su vez los remitirá al
vicepresidente Maduro.

“Oramos por él (Chávez),
primero porque es un ser
humano. Los militares no
somos diferentes, tenemos
sensibilidad. La oración es un
elemento poderoso para
ayudar a su regreso sano”,
añadió Barrientos, visto como
elemento clave dentro de la
fuerza armada y cuyo respaldo
al presidente es incuestionable
en tiempos en que analistas se
preguntan si tal solidez de las
filas es la misma que recibe
Maduro como encargado
político en ausencia del jefe de
Estado.

Barrientos no comentó las
situaciones internas de la
fuerza armada, de más de
200.000 miembros.

“En el alto mando, en la
cúpula, hay una lealtad muy
clara hacia Chávez”, dijo Edgar
Gutiérrez, consultor político.
“Siento que (en el alto mando)
hay demasiadas evidencias de
parcialidad hacia el presidente,
lo que no quiere decir que
exista lo mismo hacia
Maduro... o Diosdado”
Cabello, actual presidente de
la Asamblea Nacional, teniente
en retiro del ejército y viejo
colaborador de Chávez,
añadió Gutiérrez.

La propia historia de
Chávez, revela lo importantes
que son las fuerzas armadas y
las divisiones que hay en sus
filas. Siendo un teniente
coronel, Chávez encabezó en
1992 un fallido intento de
golpe de Estado. Fue
perdonado y una década
después, ya en la presidencia,
algunos oficiales intentaron
sacarlo del poder. En ambos
casos, las intentonas golpistas
fracasaron porque una cantidad
importante de uniformados se
negaron a plegarse a los
levantamientos.

Desde que llegó a la
presidencia, Chávez, quien
impulsó que una nueva
constitución en 1999 otorgara
el derecho al voto a los militares,
se ha rodeado de soldados,
activos y en retiro, para ocupar
distintos cargos en el gabinete
o en oficina públicas.

El general Barrientos dijo
que el despliegue militar en
más de 12.000 centros
electorales el próximo
domingo contra con 141.000
efectivos contra los 139.000
integrantes que hubo en las
elecciones presidenciales de
octubre. Ese aumento, explicó,
busca “garantizar al pueblo que
esos días en que la fuerza ar-
mada estará en la calle haya
seguridad, haya paz y sosiego”.

Gráfico interactivo sobre
la vida de Hugo Chávez: http:/
/hosted.ap.org/interactives/
2012/chavez-es/

Gráfico interactivo sobre
su obra de gobierno: http://
hosted.ap.org/interactives/
2012/balance-chavez/

Chávez logra recuperación lenta y progresiva
Por FABIOLA SANCHEZ, Associated Press
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Diciembre 2012 (AP): Con
giras frenéticas a menudo a
sitios remotos, el mundo de la
música ha sido golpeado
fuertemente por tragedias
aéreas a lo largo de los años.
El domingo, la estrella de la
música mexicana Jenni
Rivera y otras seis personas
murieron cuando su avioneta
se estrelló en territorio
escabroso luego de dar un
concierto en Monterrey,
México. A continuación
otros músicos notables que
perdieron sus vidas en
accidentes aéreos:

24 de junio de 1935: El
astro del tango Carlos Gardel
murió en un accidente en
avión en Medellín, Colom-
bia, donde se encontraba de
gira. El avión se precipitó
poco después de su ascenso,
chocando con otro avión en
la pista e incendiándose.

15 de diciembre de 1944:
El trombonista Glenn Miller,
líder de una popular banda de
música para bailar, falleció
cuando su avión desapareció
entre Inglaterra y París, donde
se encontraba para dar
espectáculos a los militares.

30 de junio: June 30, 1954:
Los cantantes de gospel R.W.
Blackwood y Bill Lyles
murieron cuando el avión
privado del grupo se estrelló
en Clanton, Alabama.

15 de abril de 1957: El
astro mexicano de la música
ranchera Pedro Infante murió
en un accidente cuando

piloteaba un avión en Mérida,
México. El avión cayó en
pleno centro de la ciudad y
causó dos muertes en tierra.

3 de febrero de 1959: Los
astros del rock Buddy Holly,
J.P. “The Big Bopper”
Richardson y Ritchie Valens,
quien popularizó “La
bamba”, perecieron cuando
su avión rentado chocó cerca
de Mason City, Iowa, en
camino a una presentación.

5 de marzo de 1963: La
cantante de música country
Patsy Cline, cuyos éxitos
incluían “Crazy” y “She’s Got
You”, y sus colegas Cowboy
Copas y Hawkshaw Hawkins
murieron en un accidente de
avión cerca de Camden,
Tenesí.

31 de julio de 1964: El
cantante de country Jim
Reeves, famoso por baladas
como “Four Walls” y “Wel-
come to My World”, murió
al chocar su avioneta en Nash-
ville, Tenesí.

10 de diciembre de 1967:
El cantante de soul Otis
Redding falleció cuando su
avión se estrelló en un lago
cerca de Madison, Wiscon-
sin.

20 de septiembre de 1973:
El cantante Jim Croce,
famoso por éxitos como
“Bad, Bad Leroy Brown”,
murió en un accidente aéreo
cerca de Natchitoches,
Luisiana.

21 de octubre de 1977: El
vocalista Ronnie Van Zant y

el guitarrista Stevie Gaines
de la banda de rock Lynyrd
Skynyrd murieron en un
choque de avión en
McComb, Misisispí.

19 de marzo de 1982:
Randall “Randy” Rhoads,
guitarrista principal de la
banda del astro del rock Ozzy
Osbourne, murió junto con
otras dos personas cuando su
avión Beechcraft Bonanza
presuntamente volaba
demasiado bajo
persiguiendo a una van de la
banda de gira en Leesburg,
Florida.

31 de diciembre de 1985:
El rockero Rick Nelson, astro
del programa de televisión
“Ozzie and Harriet”, murió su
avión incendiarse y chocar
cerca de DeKalb, Texas.

27 de agosto de 1990: El
guitarrista de blues Stevie Ray
Vaughan muere cuando su
helicóptero choca contra una
colina en East Troy,
Wiscounsin, tras un
concierto.

12 de octubre de 1997: El
astro de la década de 1970
John Denver, intérprete de
éxitos como “Take Me Home,
Country Roads”, muere en un
choque de su avión experi-
mental cerca de la costa de
California.

25 de agosto de 2001:  La
cantante de R&B Aliyah
muere en un accidente de
avión al volar de Bahamas a
Florida tras la grabación de
un video musical.

12 de febrero de 2009:
Dos miembros de la banda
del jazzista Chuck
Mangione, Gerry Niewood
y Coleman Mellett,
fallecieron en un accidente
aéreo cerca de Buffalo,
Nueva York, junto con otras
48 personas.

9 de diciembre de 2012:
La Diva de la Banda Jenni
Rivera murió en un
accidente aéreo en el estado
mexicano de Nuevo León
tras ofrecer una presentación
en Monterrey. La cantante
viajaba en un avión privado
a la ciudad de Toluca con
otras seis personas; todas
murieron en el accidente.

Estrellas que han muerto en accidentes aéreos
Jenni Rivera
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7 Voces castellanas

de origen árabe

7 Sinónimos (o ideas afines)

de “Fuerte”

7 Unidades de medida anglosajonas

SUS ESTRELLAS ESTA SEMANA
Por Vecchio

© 2012 Universal UClick. Derechos Reservados

SEMANA DEL 23 AL 29 DE DICIEMBRE.
Los próximos siete días serán ideales para cerrar asuntos pendientes. Lo último que necesita es comenzar el nuevo año con

cosas que todavía necesitan una resolución. Tiene muchos proyectos, pero antes debe sacarse de encima ese lastre que no lo
deja avanzar con la soltura que necesita pata crecer.

También es una semana propicia para reencuentros, para dejar atrás viejos rencores, para volver a amar con pasión. El amor
está en el aire y debe aceptarlo.

CAPRICORNIO (22 de Dic.- 6 de Ene.)  Los objetivos planteados han sido cumplidos. El esfuerzo valió la pena.
(7 de Ene.- 19 de Ene.) El trabajo es un poco su identidad. Con esa intensidad ama lo que hace.

ACUARIO (20 de Ene.- 3 de Feb.) Una racha positiva que debe aprovechar. Apueste a más.
(4 de Feb.- 18 de Feb.) Acérquese a alguna sociedad de bien público y ejercite su solidaridad. Será bienvenido.

PISCIS (19 de Feb.- 5 de Marzo) Deje de lamentarse por los errores del pasado. Es hora de dar vuelta la página.
(6 de Marzo- 20 de Marzo) La tensión de la vida diaria se hace sentir. Trate de relajarse un poco.

ARIES (21 de Marzo- 4 de Abril) La tolerancia es clave si quiere sentirse parte de una comunidad sana.
(5 de Abril- 19 de Abril) Usted produce una buena onda a su alrededor muy saludable. Emana luz.

TAURO (20 de Abril- 5 de Mayo) Una semana para barajar y dar de nuevo. El juego vuelve a empezar.
(6 de Mayo- 20 de Mayo) Las mutaciones son parte de su vida. Si no cambia se aburre rápidamente.

GEMINIS (21 de Mayo- 6 de Junio) Lo que necesita es amor. Si lo busca en los lugares adecuados, lo encontrará.
(7 de Junio- 20 de Junio) Demuéstreles que puede. Que no subestimen su capacidad.

CANCER (21 de Junio- 7 de Julio) Se presenta la oportunidad de hacer nuevos amigos. No se cierre.
(8 de Julio- 22 de Julio) Tendrá que apaciguar una pelea callejera. Trate de tener la cabeza fría para actuar.

LEO (23 de Julio- 7 de Ago.) La mentira nunca es una buena aliada. Sea honesto ante todo.
(8 de Ago.- 22 de Ago.) El deporte siempre fue lo suyo. Su estado físico es realmente envidiable.

VIRGO (23 de Ago.- 7 de Sept.) Usted tiene valores morales demasiado sólidos como para aceptar esa oferta.
(8 de Sep.- 22 de Sep.) Una sorpresa muy agradable lo espera esta semana.

LIBRA (23 de Sept.- 7 de Oct.) Su sentido del humor le abre muchas puertas. Usted es un optimista nato.
(8 de Oct.- 22 de Oct.) El respeto es la piedra basal de cualquier sociedad sana. No atropelle a los demás.

ESCORPIO (23 de Oct.- 7 de Nov.) Pedir disculpas lo enaltece. Sabe que se equivocó y actúa en consecuencia.
(8 de Nov.- 21 de Nov.) No confunda los roles. Es importante que aprenda a ubicarse.

SAGITARIO (22 de Nov.- 7 de Dic.) Es un caso digno de una investigación. No se quede con lo que sabe.
(8 de Dic.- 21 de Dic.) Una semana para atar cabos sueltos. Deje de postergar esos temas.
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ts4arts.org

Toledo School for the Arts is a tuition-free community public school for grades 
6-12 open to any Ohio student. The school also offers community art classes 
and workshops for all ages. Registration information @ 419.246.8732 x250.

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, January 26, 10am

WARNING:
LIFE IS A 
WORK IN 
PROGRESS.

The art of learning.
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WASHINGTON, DC,
Dec. 12, 2012: A new cam-
paign to win congressional
enactment of comprehen-
sive immigration reform in
2013 was announced
Wednesday by leaders of
national Latino civil rights
and labor organizations.
The groups issued a joint
statement calling on Presi-
dent Obama and Congress
to act immediately on re-
forms that will help the
economy, workers, and
families. Robust civic en-
gagement and congres-
sional accountability cam-
paigns will be waged
throughout next year, with
report cards on Congress’
performance to be issued
before the 2014 election.
The campaign follows the
2012 election in which a
record 12.5 million Latinos
voted.

Issuing the joint state-
ment were Janet Murgüia,
National President and
CEO of National Council
of La Raza; Eliseo Medina,
International Secretary-
Treasurer of Service Em-
ployees International
Union; Brent A. Wilkes,
National Executive Direc-
tor of the League of United
Latin American Citizens;
Ben Monterroso, National
Executive Director of Mi
Familia Vota; María
Teresa Kumar, CEO/Presi-
dent of Voto Latino; Hec-
tor Sánchez, Executive Di-
rector, Labor Council for
Latin American Advance-
ment; Chris Espinosa, Na-
tional Director of Advo-
cacy of Hispanic Federa-
tion; and Max Sevillia,
Director of Policy and Leg-
islative Affairs of NALEO
Educational Fund. The
statement follows:

STATEMENT BY NA-
TIONAL LATINO LEAD-
ERS, December 12, 2012
“Latino civil rights, com-
munity and labor organi-
zations are here to an-
nounce our unqualified

support for comprehensive
immigration reform. We be-
lieve our nation’s voters sent
a clear message to our elected
leaders that they expect ac-
tion on the outstanding is-
sues facing our country, in-
cluding immigration reform.
It is time to fix a broken im-
migration system that serves
no one well — not business
or the economy, not immi-
grants and our communities.
We must seize the moment to
finally fix this problem that
has eluded us for a genera-
tion and that has created so
much division and heartache
in our nation. The time to act
is now.

“We fully expect that
President Obama will move
aggressively on reform early
next year, and we call on the
House and Senate leadership
to bring comprehensive im-
migration reform to their
chambers for action. The
president and Congress are
at a unique moment in his-
tory that commands their
leadership on comprehen-
sive immigration reform that
comports with our national
values and with the will of
the voters.

“Comprehensive immi-
gration reform must include
a clear roadmap to citizen-
ship for hard working, tax-
paying immigrants; a system
that builds the strength and
unity of working people;
keeps families together; guar-
antees the same rights, obli-
gations, basic fairness for all
workers, no matter where they
come from; and internal and
border law enforcement regi-
men that focuses on prevent-
ing criminals, drug cartels
and other bad actors from
entering the U.S. or engag-
ing in criminal activities.

“We are cognizant that a
positive, legislative outcome
depends on an engaged and
informed citizenry. The
Latino community and im-
migrants need access to
timely information on con-
gressional action or lack

thereof; on citizenship pro-
grams and voter registra-
tion. Our organizations will
continue providing that in-
formation and assistance
through our successful
civic engagement pro-
grams.

“Our voter education
campaigns will monitor the
performance of Congress as
it debates comprehensive
immigration reform. Mem-
bers of Congress will be
rated on how aggressively
they championed compre-
hensive immigration re-
form or whether they tried
to block it. With these re-
port cards, Latinos will be
able to determine who de-
serves their support in the
2014 election cycle.

“During the recent elec-
tion, 12.5 million Latino
voters demonstrated their
commitment to the electoral
process. The Latino voter
engagement remains strong
and will only continue to
grow at or beyond the voter
participation rates of recent
years. Our organizations
will work to ensure that the
growth of the Latino vote
endures and remains a vital
part of our democracy.

“We are also deeply con-
cerned about the current de-
bate about taxes and the
federal budget. Remember
that the Latino community
wants to make sure that the
economy works for every-
body, not just the wealthy.
It’s time for Congress to
come to a fair solution that
does not burden the middle
class, so that it can deal
with other important issues
like immigration reform.

“Voters have long fa-
vored a common sense
comprehensive immigra-
tion reform that greatly
benefits our economy and
keeps families together.
Congress must pass a bill
that the president can sign.
Do what’s right for our
country, for workers and
for families.”

Latino Leaders announce Civic Engagement
Campaign to win Comprehensive
Immigration Reform in 2013

Mary Morales and Connie Rodríguez and other members of the Spanish American
Organization wish everyone “Feliz Navidad y Prospero Año Nuevo!”

Christmas Potluck & Las
Posadas Celebration
Event hosted by the Perrysburg Heights Community
Association (501C3 non-profit)

This event celebrates cultural traditions with Las Posadas Play
(Journey of Joseph & Mary) that include the whole family, arts &
crafts, cookie decorating, and potluck dinner.  The play is put on by the members of the Perrysburg Heights
Community Center and will this event will include a visit from Santa.

This year the Country Garden Club members have each adopted one child who is a member of the
Perrysburg Heights Community Center and will be providing a gift for each child!  Gift bags have also
been donated by the PHCA Board of Trustee members to spread cheer to all children who attend.

This is a family event and has been put on each year during the holiday season.
Date: Friday, December 21, 2012
Hours: 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Admission: Free
Location: Perrysburg Heights Community Center

12882 Jefferson St, Perrysburg, Ohio 43551
Off I-475, take Exit 2 (S. R. 25) to Jefferson St (adjacent to Levis Commons town Center)
For more Information: Stephanie Serda, Executive Director, PHCA

419-874-4529
sserda.phca@live.com
www.phcaohio.org
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Continuing Exhibitions
Manet: Portraying Life
Through Jan. 1, 2013,

Canaday Gallery
It’s the last day (Jan. 1,

2013) to see this major in-
ternational exhibition in
the United States. Co-or-
ganized by the Royal Acad-
emy of Arts, London, and
the Toledo Museum of Art,
the exhibition is the first to
focus exclusively on the
portraiture of Édouard
Manet (French, 1832–
1883). Admission is $8 for
adults, $5 for seniors (ages
65 and older) and students
(ages 6–22). Admission is
free for Toledo Museum of
Art members. The exhibi-
tion is made possible by
Museum members and pre-
senting sponsors Block
Communications Inc. and
BP. A companion book is
available through the Mu-
seum Store and its website.
The exhibition

Leslie Adams: Drawn
from Life

Through Jan. 13, 2013,
Gallery 18

As a young girl Leslie
Adams attended art classes
at the Toledo Museum of
Art. Today she is nation-
ally known for her portraits
of distinguished members
of society and civic lead-
ers. The first recipient of
the Solo Exhibition Award
of the Toledo Area Artists
Exhibition in 2011, Adams
presents a new body of ap-
proximately 20 works in-
corporating Old Master

painting compositions and
drawing techniques. This
work is autobiographical,
weaving classical references
with a dash of 20th-century
pop culture. In it Adams con-
veys memories of TMA and
its collection together with
other people, places and
 objects that have shaped
her career and life. Free
admission.

Prints and Authors from
the Time of Manet

Through Jan. 13, 2013,
Works on Paper Gallery

Édouard Manet (1832–
1883) came of age during a
time of prolific change in Paris
and in French society in gen-
eral. Prints, photographs and
illustrated books are included
in this exhibition of artworks
produced during Manet’s life-
time. More than 120 works by
some of the most talented art-
ists working in the period—
including Renoir, Corot,
Daumier, Whistler, and Manet
himself—are featured. Free
admission.

Made in Hollywood: Pho-
tographs from the John Kobal
Foundation

Through Jan. 20, 2013,
Galleries 4, 5, 9

From the silent era through
the end of the studio system
in the late 1950s, these cam-
era artists captured and cre-
ated the magic that Holly-
wood symbolized. Featuring
more than 90 images, Made
in Hollywood offers a glimpse
into the world of fantasy, glam-
our and perfection that the

image mak-
ers produced—images that
have ensured their names
are included in the pan-
theon of fine art photogra-
phy. Toledo is the final stop
for this traveling exhibition
of vintage prints organized
by the Santa Barbara Mu-
seum of Art. Admission is
$8 for adults, $5 for seniors
(ages 65 and older) and stu-
dents (ages 6–22). Admis-
sion is free for Toledo Mu-
seum of Art members. The
exhibition is sponsored in
part by Taylor Cadillac. A
companion book, Glamour
of the Gods, is available
through the Museum Store.

Museum People: Faces
of TMA

Through Jan. 20, 2013,
Gallery 1

Museum people—those
who visit and support the
art institutions—come
from all walks of life. Last
spring, hundreds of Toledo
Museum of Art community
members of all ages stopped
by to have photo headshots
taken to be included in this
exhibition featuring a sea
of more than 600 faces. The
collective community por-
trait is shown from floor-
to-ceiling “salon style” ad-
jacent to the Manet:
Portraying Life and Made
in Hollywood: Photo-
graphs from the John
Kobal Foundation exhibi-
tions. Free admission. A
poster of the exhibition is
available for purchase in
the Museum Store.

January 2013 Toledo Museum of Art
Program Highlights LOS ANGELES (AP)

12 de diciembre del 2012:
El español Javier Bardem
consiguió el miércoles
una nueva candidatura a
los premios del Gremio de
Actores de la Pantalla
(SAG, según sus siglas
en inglés), lo que lo
coloca aún más cerca de
una posible nueva
nominación a los Oscar.

La estrella colombiana
de “Modern Family” Sofía
Vergara fue nominada por
tercer año consecutivo a
mejor actriz en una serie
televisiva de comedia por
su interpretación de Gloria
Delgado-Pritchett en la
popular teleserie de ABC.
También figura en la
categoría de mejor elenco
con sus compañeros de
reparto, premio que la serie
se ha llevado los dos
últimos años.

Bardem, quien ganó
tanto el SAG como el Os-
car en 2008 por su trabajo
en “No Country for Old
Men”, consiguió una
nueva candidatura a mejor
actor de reparto por su
papel del villano Raoul
Silva en
l a
n u e v a
aventura
d e
J a m e s
B o n d ,
“Skyfall”.
Si lo
nominan
e n
enero a un Premio de la
Academia, sería la cuarta
ocasión para el superastro.

La saga de Steven
Spielberg sobre la Guerra
Civil “Lincoln”, la
adaptación del musical de
Víctor Hugo “Les
Miserables” y el romance
de dos almas perdidas “Sil-
ver Linings Playbook”
encabezaron con cuatro
nominaciones cada una la
lista de candidatos a SAG.

Los tres filmes fueron
nominados por sus

repartos en
general, junto
con los elencos
del thriller
sobre la crisis
de rehenes en
Irán “Argo” y
la aventura de
j u b i l a d o s
británica “The
Best Exotic
Marigold Ho-
tel”.

“Lincoln” también le
mereció candidaturas
individuales a Daniel Day-
Lewis como mejor actor por
su interpretación del
presidente Abraham Lincoln,
Sally Field como mejor actriz
de reparto por su papel de
Mary Todd Lincoln y
Tommy Lee Jones como
mejor actor de reparto por su
papel del abolicionista
instigador Thaddeus
Stevens.

De “Les Miserables”
fueron postulados Hugh
Jackman a mejor actor por su
papel del sufrido héroe Jean
Valjean y Anne Hathaway
como mejor actriz de reparto
por su papel de una mujer
que cae en la prostitución.

También
f u e
nominado
su elenco
d e
dobles.

P o r
“ S i l v e r
Lin ings
Playbook”
f u e r o n

nominados a mejor actor y
actriz, respectivamente, Bra-
dley Cooper y Jennifer
Lawrence como dos perso-
nas con problemas que hallan
el uno en el otro una segunda
oportunidad para el amor.
También fue postulado Rob-
ert De Niro a mejor actor de
reparto como un padre
obsesionado con el fútbol
estadounidense.

Aparte de Lawrence, las
nominadas a mejor actriz son
Jessica Chastain como una
analista de la CIA en busca

de Osama
bin Laden
en “Zero
D a r k
T h i r t y ” ,
M a r i o n
C o t i l l a r d
como una
mujer que
encuen t ra
un romance
tras una
tragedia en

“Rust and Bone”, Helen
Mirren como la
empecinada esposa de
Alfred Hitchcock en
“Hitchcock” y Naomi
Watts como una mujer
atrapada en la devastación
de un tsunami en “The Im-
possible”.

Junto con Cooper, Day-
Lewis y Jackman compiten
por el premio al mejor actor
John Hawkes como una
víctima de polio que
intenta perder su virginidad
en “The Sessions” y Denzel
Washington como un
piloto aeronáutico
borracho en “Flight”.

También compiten con
Bardem Alan Arkin de
“Argo” y Philip Seymour
Hoffman de “The Master”.

Vergara, en tanto, se
disputa la estatuilla con
Edie Falco por “Nurse
Jackie”, Tina Fey por “30
Rock”, Amy Poehler por
“Parks and Recreation” y
Betty White por “Hot in
Cleveland”.

Los Premios SAG se
entregarán el 27 de enero
en Los Angeles. Las
nominaciones del gremio
son vistas como uno de los
primeros grandes anuncios
de Hollywood en el largo
camino a los Oscar, cuyas
lista de postulados de
anuncia el 10 de enero, con
su ceremonia de
premiación para el 24 de
febrero.

Las nominaciones a los
Globos de Oro, el segundo
premio más grande del cine
en Hollywood, se anuncian
el jueves

Bardem, Vergara nominados a Premios SAG
Sofía

Vergara

 Javier
Bardem

Happy
Birthday

Juan
Manuel

Montano Sr.
Dec. 21

Happy
Birthday

Olivia
Hernández-

Kimbrell
Dec. 25

Happy
Birthday
Pricella
Jaso-

Escobar
Dec. 25
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MIAMI, Dec. 9, 2012 (AP):
The door for travel to Cuba
cracked open during Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s first
term.

Cuban-Americans can
now visit family on the island
as often as they like. Non-
Cuban US-Americans can
travel legally as part of an
academic or religious trip.

Perhaps it’s for this reason
that Obama’s standing with
the Cuban-American com-
munity in Florida stayed
largely steady on Election
Day last month, even though
the modest openings with
Cuba have riled some of
South Florida’s more conser-
vative exiles. Exit polling
showed that 49 percent of
Cuban-Americans voted for
the Democrat, roughly the
same percentage as four years
ago. In 2000 and 2004,
George W. Bush received
more than 70 percent of the
Cuban-American vote, ac-
cording to some polls.

At the same time, Florida
voters sent to the House a
Cuban-American Democrat
from Miami who supports
Obama’s expansion of travel
and remittances to Cuba
while still favoring the 50-
year-old embargo that limits
American trade with the com-
munist country. Joe Garcia
defeated Republican Rep.
David Rivera, who was im-
plicated in a campaign fi-
nance scandal and had sup-
ported a traditional, isola-
tionist stance toward Cuba.

The victories by support-
ers of looser restrictions on
Cuba travel illustrate chang-
ing attitudes of Americans
who hail from the Caribbean
island nation: They seem to
be less resistant to politicians
who promote travel to Cuba
and more focused on more
traditional American con-
cerns such as the economy,
rather than Cuba policy.
Those shifting attitudes could
have implications for U.S.
policy toward Cuba in the
next four years, as well as how
presidential candidates and
politicians approach Cuban-
Americans in Florida, an im-
portant swing state, in the fu-
ture.

There are plenty of other
impediments, chiefly the con-
tinued detention of U.S. con-
tractor Alan Gross by the
Cuban government, which
could delay a further easing
of restrictions with Cuba.
Gross was arrested in 2009
while working as part of a
democracy-building pro-
gram; he’s now serving a 15-
year prison term for bringing
restricted communications
equipment into Cuba.

But analysts argue that the
political environment is ripe
for reducing restrictions on
the Cuba travel policy, and
they point to both the elec-
tion outcome and changes on
Capitol Hill among Florida’s

CLEVELAND, Decem-
ber 2012: In a first-of-its-
kind clinical trial, physi-
cian-researchers at Univer-
sity Hospitals (UH) Case
Medical Center
MacDonald Women’s
Hospital are exploring the
use of “Lose It!,” a free
Smartphone application
(app), for postpartum
weight loss.

Principal Investigator
Justin Lappen, MD, Assis-
tant Director, Residency
Program, Department of
OB/GYN at UH Case Medi-
cal Center MacDonald
Women’s Hospital, is re-
cruiting postpartum pa-
tients to measure the effec-
tiveness of using a
Smartphone app to lose
weight after pregnancy.

“Smartphones and
Smartphone app usage has
quickly transformed the
way people communicate
and track their daily sched-
ules and behaviors,” says

Cuban-American delegation.
“The fact the president did

extremely well among Cu-
ban-Americans in the elec-
tion ... should give him a good
indication that the Cuban-
American community sup-
ports the type of measures that
he’s enacted and would like
to see additional steps taken,”
said Tomas Bilbao, execu-
tive director of the nonparti-
san Cuba Study Group. He
served in former President
George W. Bush’s adminis-
tration in the Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

Polling suggests that the
Cuban-American community
is less supportive of continu-
ing an isolationist policy with
Cuba. Florida International
University’s most recent poll
of Cuban-Americans in Mi-
ami-Dade County, done in
2011, found that 44 percent
opposed continuing the em-
bargo and 53 percent said it
had not worked at all.

At the same time, Florida’s
Cuban-American legislative
delegation, which has taken a
hard-line approach against
easing travel restrictions, is
changing.

Analysts point to two de-
velopments in particular: the
election of Garcia, who
served in the Obama admin-
istration as the Energy
Department’s director of the
Office of Minority Economic
Impact, as well as Republi-
can Rep. Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, a Cuban-American
who has strongly supported
a tough Cuba policy, finish-
ing her term as head of
the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Julia Sweig, a senior fel-
low at the Council on Foreign
Relations, said that Garcia’s
election in particular will
strengthen the view in Wash-
ington that the potential po-

litical risk of easing economic
penalties against Cuba “has
been diminished substan-
tially, if it ever existed.”

Another factor that could
influence Cuba policy is the
emergence of leaders such as
Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida,
a Cuban-American who has
objected to Obama’s Cuba
travel expansion. Rubio has
said he will not support lift-
ing the embargo until the
Castro brothers—retired
leader Fidel and current Presi-
dent Raúl—are gone, and
Cuba releases all political
prisoners and respects basic
civil rights.

“Every U.S.-Cuba policy
decision should be guided by
the simple test of whether it
helps free political prisoners,
stops the daily repression and
paves the way for the people
to express their will through
free and fair elections,” Rubio
said.

Tim Ashby, a former Com-
merce Department official
and lawyer who counsels
companies on Cuba law and
trade, predicts that Republi-
can Cuban-American legisla-
tors who argue against easing
travel restrictions may change
their tune if the politics favor
Democrats. Of Rubio, he said:
“If he sees the younger Cu-
ban-Americans moving to-
ward the Democrats he may
adopt a different approach.”

Omar López, human rights
director of the Cuban Ameri-
can National Foundation,
said he believes Cuban-
Americans are more in favor
of traveling to Cuba, but he
added, that doesn’t mean
they’re ready for a full open-
ing with the government.

“People believe there is a
dictatorship in Cuba, it should
be gone, and Cuba should be
democratic,” López said. “That
is the main consensus of the
community.”

Dr. Lappen, who is also As-
sistant Professor at Case West-
ern Reserve University
School of Medicine. “Obe-
sity has become such a major
problem in the U.S. among
young women and excess
weight gain during preg-
nancy is harder to lose and
may contribute to the obe-
sity epidemic. We are look-
ing to evaluate the correla-
tion of using a Smartphone
app and weight loss for post-
partum women.”

Results from previous
studies that evaluated the
role of diet/nutrition coun-
seling and exercise on weight
loss in postpartum women
have shown only modest
impact on weight reduction.
No prior studies have evalu-
ated the use of a Smartphone
app dedicated to tracking
nutrition and exercise to fa-
cilitate weight loss.

Lose It! app users can log
all diet and exercise activity
on their Smartphone. The app

features a sophisticated
weight tracker, dining out
calorie counter, and calcu-
lates calories burned by ex-
ercise.

According to the Ameri-
can College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists
one third of adult women in
the United States are obese.
During pregnancy, obese
women are at increased risk
for maternal and fetal com-
plications and excess
weight gain during preg-
nancy substantially con-
tributes to postpartum
weight retention and the
obesity epidemic.

Researchers are recruit-
ing women at their post-
partum visits and follow-
ing them for three months.
For more information about
the study, call 440-995-
3810.

To view a video about
the study, go to: http://
www.uhhospi ta ls .org/
about/media-news-room

Obama maintains standing with Cuban-Americans
By CHRISTINE ARMARIO, Associated Press

New clinical trial explores use of Smartphone
application for Postpartum Weight Loss



 

 

BELIEVE 
BESO DE ANO NUEVO 

TRADITIONAL MEXICAN DINNER 
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CARACAS, Venezuela
(AP) 15 de diciembre del 2012:
El presidente venezolano
Hugo Chávez se recupera
satisfactoriamente tras la
cirugía por cáncer a que fue
sometido en Cuba y se ha
comunicado con sus familiares
inmediatos, dijo el viernes el
gobierno.

“La recuperación (de
Chávez) ha sido lenta pero
progresiva”, dijo el ministro
de Información Ernesto
Villegas en un comunicado
que leyó desde la casa de
gobierno.

El mandatario, de 58 años,
fue operado el martes por
cuarta ocasión en La Habana
debido a que según los
exámenes médicos, la
enfermedad le había regresado
a pesar de las cirugías,
quimioterapia y tratamientos
de radiación que recibió
previamente.

El gobierno venezolano
señaló que Chávez sufrió
complicaciones durante la
compleja operación a que fue
sometido durante seis horas.

La hemorragia que
sobrevino durante la
operación fue atendida de
manera oportuna y el paciente
reaccionó de manera favor-
able, señaló el gobierno.

“Chávez se ha comunicado
con sus familiares más
inmediatos”, agregó.

El vicepresidente Nicolás
Maduro dijo que las hijas de
Chávez están con él en La
Habana así como su ministro
de Ciencia y Tecnología, Jorge
Arreaza.

El gobierno dijo que a
través de Arreaza, Chávez “le
ha enviado un saludo a todo el
pueblo venezolano”.

El presidente boliviano
Evo Morales viajó el viernes
por la noche a La Habana para
visitar a Chávez, dijo Amanda
Dávila, ministra de
comunicación de Bolivia.

En conferencia de prensa
en La Paz, Dávila dijo que tras
visitar a Chávez, Morales
podría viajar a Venezuela para
asistir el sábado a un acto para
celebrar la creación del bloque
izquierdista de la ALBA, a la
que pertenecen ambas
naciones.

Arreaza es esposo de la hija
mayor del presidente, Rosa
Virginia.

Desde el viaje del
presidente, las autoridades han
dicho que junto a Chávez se
encuentran Arreaza y la
Procuradora General Cilia
Flores, que es la pareja del
vicepresidente y canciller
Nicolás Maduro.

El ministro dijo que el
gobierno agradecía al equipo
de especialistas que atienden
a Chávez en La Habana, tanto
como al presidente Raúl Castro
y al ex presidente Fidel Castro,
por “asumir como misión suya
la sanación plena” del
dirigente venezolano.

Más temprano, Villegas
divulgó otro comunicado, esta
vez de la cancillería criticando
declaraciones conocidas en la
jornada del presidente de
Estados Unidos, Barack
Obama.

Las relaciones bilaterales
de Caracas y Washington se
encaminan hacia un mayor
deterioro luego de las infames

MEXICO (AP) 14 de
diciembre del 2012: Los
gobiernos de México y Ar-
gentina restauraron un
acuerdo automotriz que el
país sudamericano había
decidido suspender bajo el
argumento de que no
resultaba beneficioso,
informaron funcionarios
mexicanos el viernes.

El acuerdo entrará en
vigor a más tardar el 18 de
diciembre de 2012, según
un comunicado de la
Secretaría de Economía. Sin
embargo, establecerá límites
de exportación de vehículos

BEVERLY HILLS,
California (AP) 13 de
diciembre del 2012: La
estrella colombiana Sofía
Vergara fue nominada a un
Globo de Oro por su
actuación de reparto
“Modern Family”, que a
su vez fue postulada a
mejor serie televisiva de
comedia.

La Asociación de la
Prensa Extranjera de Hol-
lywood anunciaba la
mañana del jueves los
nominados a los Globos
de Oro en categorías de

declaraciones del presidente
Obama sobre Chávez, indicó
la cancillería venezolana.

“Con sus declaraciones
infames en este momento tan
delicado para Venezuela el
presidente de Estados Unidos
asume la responsabilidad de
conducir las relaciones
bilaterales hacia un deterioro
mayor dejando en evidencia
la continuidad de su política
de agresión e irrespeto hacia
nuestro país”, dijo la
cancillería venezolana en su
nota leída por Villegas.

Venezuela “rechaza de la
manera más tajante las
declaraciones indignantes del
presidente de los Estados
Unidos Barack Obama acerca
del presidente Hugo Chávez”,
añadió.

En declaraciones
conocidas el viernes, Obama
rehusó pronunciarse sobre la
salud de Chávez y subrayó
que el futuro de la nación
sudamericana debería ser
decidido por sus ciudadanos.

“Lo más importante es
recordar que el futuro de Ven-
ezuela debería estar en las
manos de los venezolanos”,
dijo Obama durante una
entrevista concedida a la filial
de Univisión en Miami.

“Hemos visto de Chávez
en el pasado políticas
autoritarias y represión a la
disidencia. No especularé
sobre cuál es su condición
médica, pero para lo que
nuestra política está
constantemente diseñada es
para garantizar que tienes las
voces de venezolanos
comunes expresando que
tienen libertad, que pueden si
se esfuerzan para tener éxito
en ese país”, indicó Obama
durante la entrevista celebrada
el jueves y cuya transcripción
Univisión suministró el
viernes.

La declaración de Obama
fue la más dura de la que se
tenga recuerdo sobre Chávez
y Venezuela.

Caracas y Washington han
mantenido tensas relaciones
diplomáticas desde hace
varios años, aunque Estados
Unidos sigue siendo uno de
los mayores mercados para el
petróleo venezolano. Chávez
ha acusado en varias ocasiones
a Estados Unidos de estar
detrás de desórdenes y su
salida del poder por dos días
en abril de 2002.

“En este momento espe-
cial, de sensibilidad especial
para las venezolanas y los
venezolanos, el gobierno
bolivariano exige respeto al
presidente de los Estados
Unidos y a los funcionarios de
su gobierno por la dignidad
del pueblo de Venezuela, de
sus instituciones y muy
especialmente por la persona
del comandante Hugo
Chávez”, agregó Villegas al
leer el pronunciamiento.

En ausencia de Chávez, el
jefe del comando estratégico
de la fuerza armada
venezolana, mayor general
Wilmer Barrientos, aseguró
que los militares son
obedientes a las órdenes
recibidas del jefe de Estado.

“Debemos de garantizar y
dar al país tranquilidad y paz,
no estar inventando,
elucubrando cosas. Eso lo

haría cualquier militar
responsable, no estamos aquí
para otra cosa. Estamos para
garantizar soberanía,
independencia y libertad”,
dijo el oficial en una entrevista
publicada el viernes en el
diario El Nacional.

Barrientos agregó que en
ausencia de Chávez sus
reportes sobre las fuerzas
militares y su plan tradicional
de seguridad durante los
comicios regionales del
domingo se entregarán al
ministro de Defensa, almirante
en jefe Diego Molero, quien a
su vez los remitirá al
vicepresidente Maduro.

“Oramos por él (Chávez),
primero porque es un ser
humano. Los militares no
somos diferentes, tenemos
sensibilidad. La oración es un
elemento poderoso para
ayudar a su regreso sano”,
añadió Barrientos, visto como
elemento clave dentro de la
fuerza armada y cuyo respaldo
al presidente es incuestionable
en tiempos en que analistas se
preguntan si tal solidez de las
filas es la misma que recibe
Maduro como encargado
político en ausencia del jefe
de Estado.

Barrientos no comentó las
situaciones internas de la
fuerza armada, de más de
200.000 miembros.

“En el alto mando, en la
cúpula, hay una lealtad muy
clara hacia Chávez”, dijo
Edgar Gutiérrez, consultor
político. “Siento que (en el
alto mando) hay demasiadas
evidencias de parcialidad
hacia el presidente, lo que no
quiere decir que exista lo
mismo hacia Maduro... o
Diosdado” Cabello, actual
presidente de la Asamblea
Nacional, teniente en retiro
del ejército y viejo
colaborador de Chávez,
añadió Gutiérrez.

La propia historia de
Chávez, revela lo importantes
que son las fuerzas armadas y
las divisiones que hay en sus
filas. Siendo un teniente
coronel, Chávez encabezó en
1992 un fallido intento de
golpe de Estado. Fue
perdonado y una década
después, ya en la presidencia,
algunos oficiales intentaron
sacarlo del poder. En ambos
casos, las intentonas golpistas
fracasaron porque una cantidad
importante de uniformados se
negaron a plegarse a los
levantamientos.

Desde que llegó a la
presidencia, Chávez, quien
impulsó que una nueva
constitución en 1999 otorgara
el derecho al voto a los
militares, se ha rodeado de
soldados, activos y en retiro,
para ocupar distintos cargos
en el gabinete o en oficina
públicas.

El general Barrientos dijo
que el despliegue militar en
más de 12.000 centros
electorales el próximo
domingo contra con 141.000
efectivos contra los 139.000
integrantes que hubo en las
elecciones presidenciales de
octubre. Ese aumento,
explicó, busca “garantizar al
pueblo que esos días en que la
fuerza armada estará en la
calle haya seguridad, haya paz
y sosiego”.

ligeros hasta marzo de 2015,
donde se presume se llegará al
libre comercio.

México exporta autos
ligeros como el March, Tiida
y Sentra de Nissan, el Fusion
de Ford, el Fiat 500 y el Jetta
de Volkswagen. En 2011,
México exportó a Argentina
888,7 millones de dólares en
automóviles y 109,7 millones
en partes de autos, mientras el
país sudamericano exportó
237,7 millones de dólares en
automóviles y 67,5 en
autopartes.

En junio, autoridades
mexicanas informaron que

Argentina había decidido
suspender el acuerdo entre
las dos naciones que estaba
vigente desde 2002. El
gobierno mexicano
entonces reclamó que Ar-
gentina buscaba
incrementar sus
exportaciones a México
sin permitir un crecimiento
de importaciones de
México.

México y Brasil
renegociaron su tratado
comercial en marzo de este
año, razón por la cual Ar-
gentina argumentaba debía
fijar nuevas pautas.

cine y
televisión.

Además
de “Mod-
ern Fam-
i l y ”
compiten
por el
premio a la
mejor serie
de comedia
“The Big
B a n g
Theory” ,
“ E p i -
sodes”, “Girls” y “Smash”.

La ceremonia de entrega

Chávez logra recuperación lenta y progresivaMéxico y Argentina restauran acuerdo
automotor

Vergara nominada al Globo de Oro
de los
Globos de
Oro, en su
7 0 a
edición, se
transmitirá
en vivo por
NBC el 13
de enero
desde el
H o t e l
B e v e r l y
Hilton. Las
anfitrionas
de la

velada serán Tina Fey y
Amy Poehler.

Happy Birthday
LYNDA  ALVARADO

Dec. 24

Happy Birthday
DEVIN  VARGAS

Dec. 25
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Operating Engineers  
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$10.00 cash non-refundable fee at the following location 

 
1-888-634-6880 
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Drivers: Start up to $.40/mi.
Home Weekly. CDL-A 6 mos.

OTR exp. Req.
Equipment you’ll be proud to drive!

888-406-9046

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD
IN  LA PRENSA!

(419) 870-6565  •  (313) 729-4435
(440) 320-8221  •  www.LaPrensa1.com

With a commitment to improving the human
condition, The University of Toledo and University

Medical Center are seeking qualified candidates for
the following positions:

• Technical Analyst, Financial Aid
• Report Writer / Data Analyst
• Assistant Director, Assessment &
   Instruction
• Staff Nurses
• Nursing Director – Hematology/Oncology
• Management Engineer – UTMC
• Resource Utilization Coordinator

The University of Toledo offers an excellent salary and
benefit package, which includes the Ohio Public Em-
ployees Retirement System and State Teachers Retire-
ment System for faculty with employer contribution,
medical coverage, paid sick and vacation time, tuition to
UT is waived for employees and their eligible spouses
and dependents and 10 paid holidays.

For a complete listing of our openings and desired
qualifications or to apply, please proceed to our website
at https://jobs.utoledo.edu

We ask that applications and required documents be
submitted electronically.

UT and UTMC are EO/AA employers and educators
M/F/D/V

Program Manager, AmeriCorps

United Way AmeriCorps is a program of United Way of Greater Toledo and is a
collaborative effort designed to address the critical problem of at-risk students not
graduating. Members will serve as Graduation Coaches in the Toledo Public
Schools and will partner with school staff/faculty, professionals, volunteers,
families and community members to identify and address barriers to graduation.

We are seeking an individual to fill the critical role of Program Manager, United Way
AmeriCorps.  This position is responsible for all aspects of the program which
includes: providing leadership to 41 AmeriCorps members, 39 of whom serve as
Graduation Coaches.

Primary responsibilities include:
· Recruit, train and develop AmeriCorps Members
· Supervise Members
· Conduct program evaluations of members
· Program management: data collection, data analysis, report writing

Qualified candidates must possess:
· Minimum Associates degree in education, social work, business or

related field.
· 3-5 years experience program management is required
· 2 years experience in the supervision of volunteers and staff
· 2 years experience in an AmeriCorps national service program is

preferred.

This position is grant-funded, therefore continuation of employment beyond the end
of the funding cycle is dependent upon renewed funding.

Qualified candidates should submit a cover letter with salary requirements along
with a resume to karri.anthony@unitedwaytoledo.org – subject: Prog Mgr

For more information on Graduation Coaches, visit us at
www.unitedwaytoledo.org

We encourage a diverse & inclusive work environment.

City of Toledo to
provide drop off

locations for
Christmas trees
Six sites available

across the city,
December 26 to

January 14
During the 2012

Christmas season, the
City of Toledo Division of
Parks, Recreation and
Forestry will accept
Christmas trees for dis-
posal between Decem-
ber 26, 2012 and Janu-
ary 14, 2013 at no cost.
Trees should be cleared
of all decorations, bags
or other materials, and
may be dropped off at any
of six selected sites
around the city. Collected
trees will be ground into
mulch by forestry crews.

Drop off sites include
Jermain Park;
Schneider Park; Ravine
II; Detwiler Park; Bow-
man Park, Laskey Rd.
entrance and Green-
wood Park, Darrell en-
trance. All sites will be
marked with signage in-
dicating drop off points.

The City of Toledo
does not provide
curbside collection of
Christmas trees.

For more information
about Toledo ’s curbside
refuse and recycling pro-
gram, please visit
www. to l edo .oh .gov /
I n e e d h e l p w i t h /
RefuseandRecycling.aspx.

T R A N S L A T I O N S
We can translate  Spanish-English   English-Spanish

419-870-6565
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Real EstateNORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE

Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 2 Bedroom
Apartments

Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and
Older. Rent Based on Income. Heat, Appliances,
Drapes, Carpeting Included.  Call (419) 729-7118 for
details.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY/EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Christina Zepeda
Hairstylist at the Future Wave Salon

Offering 25% OFF
all new clients

Call and book today!
419-698-wave (9283)
3324 Navarre Ave.

Duplex For Sale or Rent:
2529-2531 Foraker

Large upstairs 2 Br apartment NEW carpet.
$495.00 per month plus utilities.

$475.00 per month if you have appliances.
1 Bedroom downstairs with attached garage.

$425.00 plus utilities
Buy for only $37,000 and have your own tenant

pay your mortgage!
Owner Broker Call 419-345-0617

Bilingual Account Receivable Clerk

Associates Degree in Accounting required in
addition to 3-5 years experience. Must also
have excellent computer skills and solid knowl-
edge of Excel. Please e-mail resume to
alicia@advancestaffingsolutions.com

Obama Inauguration Jan. 20 – 21, 2013
cost $99.00 motor coach bus trip, seats
going fast, call 419-283-9729.

Also, NBA game Miami Heat vs Detroit
Pistons Dec. 28, 2012 cost $75.00, game
ticket @ bus ride seat going fast call
419 283-9729.

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING

FOR SALE
IN  DOWNTOWN  TOLEDO

NEAR  COURTHOUSE,
3 LEVELS.

Call: 419-870-6565

E.O.P.A

Childcare Worker- Bilingual (Spanish)-25-27-
hours/week: 52 weeks/year, $9.00 (post-probation-
ary)

Food Service Worker- 28- hours/week, 34 weeks/
year, $9.77/hour (post-probationary)

Food Service Worker- 24- hours/week, 34 weeks/
year, $9.77/hour (post-probationary)

Application deadline: Friday, December 28, 2012.

For more detailed information and to apply,
please  visit www.eopa.org. EOE.

NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE

Rutila G. Castilleja
Sept. 12, 1932 - Feb. 17, 2012

It’s been 10 months since
you’ve been gone; our hearts

still ache as if it were
yesterday. Not a day goes by

that we don’t think of you; we
love and miss you dearly.

“Merry Christmas, Mom!”
—Love from all of us: your
husband Marcelino and your
children Gloria, Dora, Esther,
Ruth, Olga, David, Rachel,

Steve, Marty, Lucy, Tom, and
Jesse.

Congratulations Sergio Rios ,who graduated from the
University of Toledo with an Associates degree in
Communications on Saturday, December 15, with his
mother, Betty Hernandez-Bonwell

Happy 16th

Birthday
Natalia

deMiguel
Annoni



www.tri-c.edu/hispaniccouncil    |    800-954-8742

Register now for spring semester!
Classes begin Jan. 14 and 28.
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LORAIN/CLEVELAND SALES: 440-320-8221

Beth or Kathy

Se Habla Español

440-465-4984

Five locations to serve you...
Westlake

25919 Detroit Road
Westlake, Ohio 44145

440-835-1550

Rocky River
19575 Detroit Road

Rocky River, Ohio 44116
440-331-1620

Bay Village
600 Dover Center Road
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

440-899-9695

Westlake
30652 Detroit Road

Westlake, Ohio 44145
440-835-5330

Avon
35682 Detroit Rd.

Avon, OH 44011
440-937-1600

Wedding Gown or
Quinceañera Gown

Preservation

$20.00 OFF

We specialize in Quinceañeras también!

The Ohio Department
of Taxation (ODT) is
changing policy, proce-
dures and systems to en-
sure that business taxpay-
ers get refunds back when
they overpay. While cur-
rent Ohio law requires
businesses to request a re-
fund, it does not obligate
the state to notify the tax-
payer that a refund is avail-
able. In the past, if poten-
tial refunds go unclaimed
the practice has been for
the state to not notify the
business and simply keep
the money. Gov. Kasich
and Commissioner Joe
Testa are changing this
anti-business policy so
job creators are automati-
cally notified of any busi-
ness tax overpayments. 
Similar policies are al-
ready in place for income
tax filers. 

Ohio’s old policy on
returning business tax
overpayments is anti-
business, so we’re fixing
it.  The mission of this
administration is to make
Ohio a friendlier place for
job creation, and not no-
tifying businesses that
they’ve overpaid their
taxes is wrong and anti-
business.  Under the new
policy, ODT will update

The University Partner-
ship Ridge Campus (UPRC)
of Lorain County Commu-
nity College in North
Ridgeville will open for
spring semester in January.

Learn about what’s avail-
able at the UPRC by attend-
ing an open house from 3-7
p.m., Thursday, January 17,
2013. At the open house,
you will have the opportu-
nity to: 

• Meet the faculty of
UPRC;

• Talk with advisors about
your academic and career
plans;

• Schedule spring classes
that begin February 25;

• Tour the first floor and
lab areas;

• Enjoy refreshments.
Courses at the UPRC will

begin Monday, January 7
for students in The Univer-
sity of Toledo’s Computer
Science and Engineering
program through LCCC’s
University Partnership. A
10-week session of LCCC
classes will begin on Mon-
day, February 25.

UPRC will offer bach-
elor and associate degree
programs, as well as certifi-
cate programs. Two Uni-
versity Partnership pro-
grams will be located at
UPRC - The University of
Toledo’s Computer Sci-

ence and Engineering bach-
elor degree and The Uni-
versity of Akron’s Com-
puter Information Systems
bachelor degree.

The UPRC will include a
Patient Simulation Learning
Center for Allied Health and
Nursing programs, and a new
associate degree program in
Health Information Tech-
nology.  Other programs that
will be offered at the UPRC
include business and IT cer-
tificates and degrees, and the
digital forensics and com-
puter application integration
specialist programs. Associ-
ate of Arts and Associate of
Science degrees may also be
completed at the UPRC.

UPRC is conveniently
located in North Ridgeville
on Lorain Road adjacent to
the Interstate 480 east en-
trance ramp.

Registration for courses
at the UPRC can be com-
pleted in person in the Bass
Community Library and Re-
source Center on LCCC’s
main campus in Elyria. Be-
ginning on Monday, Janu-
ary 7, students can apply,
take assessments and regis-
ter for courses in person at
the UPRC facility.

For more information
about UPRC, visit
www.lorainccc.edu/ridge or
call (440) 366-4800.

 

systems to proactively no-
tify business taxpayers of
overpayments so they can,
among other things, rein-
vest this money back into
their businesses. 

ODT is making it easier
for business taxpayers get
their money back.

• Proactive outreach is
ongoing to businesses that
may have overpaid CAT
taxes to the state.  ODT has
identified two groups of CAT
taxpayers that will be con-
tacted and encouraged to file
for a refund:

1.       Taxpayers who are
indisputably due a refund
need only file a refund re-
quest form. Overpayments by
this group total about $6.5M
plus interest.

2.       Taxpayers who may
be due a refund will be asked
to provide additional infor-
mation and a refund request
form. Overpayments by this
group total about $7.2M plus
interest.

• ODT is currently explor-
ing the possibility of display-
ing credit balances when a
taxpayer files their CAT tax
return through the Ohio Busi-
ness Gateway.

• Once ODT is finished
working through the CAT
accounts, credit balances in
other business taxes will be

similarly analyzed to
identify other business
taxpayers eligible for
refunds.

ODT has identified
about 3,500 Commer-
cial Activity Tax
(CAT) taxpayers eli-
gible for refunds totaling
$13.7M. 

• ODT is currently in the
process of reviewing CAT tax
records of more than 184,000
taxpayers.  Current Ohio law
allows ODT to look back four
years for CAT taxpayers who
may be eligible for a refund.

• Through sampling, ODT
believes approximately
11,000 CAT taxpayers will
ultimately be found to be
eligible for a tax refund.

• ODT will send letters to
all potentially eligible tax-
payers notifying them that
they have a credit balance
and may be due a refund. 

Common examples of
how business taxpayers
overpay without realizing
it:

• File amended returns
with lower tax liability than
the original liability reported
and paid.

• File amended returns
with greater tax liability than
the original return, then pay
the full amended amount

instead of just the differ-
ence in the tax amount due.

• Make duplicate
(double) payments to their
accounts.

• Fail to use their unused
exclusion from the previ-
ous period(s). ($1M per
year is excluded from tax)

Commercial Activity
Tax (CAT) Background:

• The CAT is Ohio’s pri-
mary business tax. It is im-
posed on a business’ gross
receipts at a rate of 0.26
percent. No tax is due if a
business has gross receipts
of less than $150,000 per
year.

• The CAT generated tax
revenues of $1.65B in fis-
cal year 2012.

• As of December 20,
2012, there were 184,622
active CAT filers in Ohio

 Refund request forms
and more information
about this program are
available at the ODT web
site – www.tax.ohio.gov.

 

Making Ohio More Taxpayer Friendly:
Returning Tax Overpayments to Businesses

Tour the New University
Partnership Ridge Campus of
LCCC at an Open House
January 17
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